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To serve and support the men, women, families and mission of Luke Air Force Base

Luke Air Force Base 
presents to the Arizona 
community the “75 Years of 
Airpower” air show April 2 
and 3. Attendees will get to 
experience exciting aerial 
acts, an array of static dis-
plays from both the past 
and present, and have the 
chance to interact with the 
Airmen who carry out the 
Luke mission of “Training 
the World's Greatest F-35 
and F-16 Pilots.” The Air-
men at Luke are excited for 
the chance to say “thank 
you” to the community 
for the incredible support 
they give Luke’s mission 
each day.

In addition to the U.S. 
Air Force Thunderbirds 
precision demonstration 
team, other vintage and 
specialty aircraft teams 
will show their prowess MORE AIR SHOW ON 32

Luke Air Show: '75 Years of Airpower'
in flight. The U.S. Army 
Golden Knights Parachute 
Team will also parachute 
from the sky in precision 
aerial fashion.

Alabama Boys 
provides comical 
air-based antics
Flown in the 1946 Piper 

J-3 Cub, this act begins 
as Greg - farmer Clem 
Cleaver - climbs up on the 
announcer's stand, demand-
ing a flight lesson. Later in 
the show, he “steals” the 
plane and takes off alone, 
with his whole crew chas-
ing. Grandpa shoots off a 
tire to get him down, and 
Clem lands on his pickup 
truck as it races down the 
runway.It's an awe-inspiring aerial show that happens just once every two years. This year is special. 

It marks the 75th anniversary of Luke Air Force Base. The community is welcomed with free 
admission to the air base that boasts its mission of "Training the World's Greatest F-35 and F-16 
Pilots."
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From the Desk of Fighter Country Partnership

By SUSAN  LOVELACE
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

FIGHTER COUNTRY PARTNERSHIP/
FIGHTER COUNTRY FOUNDATION

Susan Lovelace
Program Director, 
Fighter Country 

Partnership

Happy March to 
everyone! We have had 
a very busy spring so 
far, kicking it off with 
the Finance Expo on 
Feb. 27, followed by 
our Annual Meeting 
March 16. We rolled 
into the March of the 
Fallen March 26, and 
are looking forward 
to the Luke Air Show 
April 2 and 3. I hope 
that you have an 
opportunity to attend. 
This year’s Air Show 
promises to be the best 
one to date.

It seems as though 
we would be ready for 
a vacation after such a 
busy spring, but, alas 
– we are hosting our 
7th Annual Honorary 
Commanders Golf 
Classic on the 26th of 

May at the beautiful 
Wigwam Resort. These 
events would not be 
possible without the 
continued support of 
our Board members, as 
well as the Blue Blazer 
Squadron.

Fighter Country 
Partnership’s mission 
is to support the men, 
women, families and 
mission of Luke AFB. 
I can attest to how 
true that statement is. 
You see, six years ago, 
FCP hired me as an 
executive assistant to 
the executive director. 
My husband had just 
retired from the Air 
Force, and I wanted a 
chance to give back to 
the Air Force, as well 
as to my community. 
The executive director 

at the time, Steve 
Yamamori, hired me 
and had faith in me, at 
a time in my life when 
I didn’t have a lot of 
faith in myself. I am 
forever grateful to him.

With that being 
said, I want to take 
this opportunity to say 
a fond farewell. My 
family is relocating to 
Tennessee, which is 
home to my family. We 

will be residing on the 
beautiful Tennessee 
River, in the town 
of Sugar Tree, Tenn. 
Arizona has wonderful 
memories for us, 
and will continue to 
hold a special place 
in our hearts. My 
six years at Fighter 
Country Partnership 
have been nothing 
short of magical. I 
feel so blessed to 
have been part of 
such a wonderful 
organization. I will 
forever cherish my 
relationships with our 
wonderful Board, as 
well as our volunteer 
force, the Blue Blazer 
Squadron.

Finally, I would be 
remiss if I didn’t thank 
a few individuals that 
have had the largest 
impact on me. First and 
foremost, I would like 
to thank my husband, 
Jeff, and my beautiful 

girls, Sidney and 
Haylie. Their support 
has been nothing short 
of awe-inspiring, and 
has allowed me to 
be the best that I can 
possibly be. I owe a 
huge debt of gratitude 
to the president/
executive director, and 
my boss, Ron Sites. 
Ron has mentored 
and encouraged me 
every step of the way. 
He has taught me so 
much about the civilian 
sector, as well things 
about myself. He has 
opened doors for me, 
and made the position 
of program director a 
reality.

His passion for our 
mission is contagious, 
and it is such a joy to 
work with him every 
day. He is my hero 
and friend. Secondly, 
I would like to thank 
Charley Freericks 
for giving me this 

opportunity. Fighter 
Country Partnership 
would not be where 
it is today without 
the leadership and 
guidance of Charley 
Freericks. Charley 
has been a wonderful 
mentor, cheerleader, 
and friend to me. 

Thank you to Rusty 
Mitchell, my friend, 
who continues to be 
our greatest advocate. 
Thank you also to 
David Scholl, and Rick 
Hearn – two wonderful 
men, both with great 
vision and leadership 
that have also been our 
greatest supporters. 

A special thank 
you goes out to Bob 
Bambauer, who 
continues to lead the 
charge for the golf 
tournament every year. 
He is a wonderful 
man who brings 
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Fond farewell to Fighter Country

U.S.  AIR FORCE PHOTO

The City of Peoria is a champion of Luke Air Force 
Base and works hard to protect the Base to ensure 

their mission’s viability for years to come.

On behalf of the Mayor and Council, City 
management and staff, we want to say 
“THANK YOU” for your service  and 

dedication to our country.
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Insist on Auto Service that is…  
Guaranteed Nationwide 

 12 Months or 12,000 Miles
13127 W. Glendale Ave.

Next to Pizza Hut • SW Corner of Dysart & Glendale

(623) 536-9974

  
 

COYOTE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

www.CoyoteTire.com
M-F 7:30-6:00, Sat 7:30-2:00

The Card For Your Car
*6 MONTHS, NO INTEREST

See Store for Complete Details.

 

(623) 299-8214

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

$  

ost cars & light trucks. With coupon. 
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 6/22/16

Not valid with any other offers. Expires 6/22/16

99* Up to 5 Quarts oil, oil  
 

Plus FREE brake inspection19
*M

 

OFF*$25 Front End Alignment

. Expires 6/22/16

Must present coupon at time of purchase. *

with purchase of two or more tires 

ALIGNMENT

25

premium 
filter & chassis lube (if applicable)

% Discount on Parts
and Labor

On any service or repair work. Must present coupon. Does not
apply to specials. Max value $50other 

SPECIAL OFFER

NEW REWARDS PROGRAM
Earn cash back to use towards future automotive service

FREE
Shuttle
Service
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ADULT EDUCATION

WESTERN MARICOPA EDUCATION CENTER

FIND 
YOUR 
HAPPY

Precision Manufacturing - CNC May 2016 start

Aviation Maintenance Technology Fall 2016 start

Precision Manufacturing - Manual Fall 2016 start

Welding Technology Spring 2017 start

OPPORTUNITY TO TEST FOR INDUSTRY CERTIFICATION AT THE END OF ALL PROGRAMS

** Coming Soon

>> CATS Testing
>> FCC Testing
>> D1.1 American Welding Society Test / Certification**
 

Google Docs 
Microsoft Word and Excel 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Website: www.west-mec.org/findyourhappy
Phone: 623.209.8075

>> A&P Oral & Practical Prep Course
>> OSHA 10

education

CERTIFICATIONS & TESTING

COMMUNITY COURSES

Adult Education at our Northeast Campus (near the Deer Valley Airport) will start Fall 2016. Visit our website for updates.
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great energy and passion to our 
organization. The golf tournament is 
the culmination of our events for the 
year, and Bob’s leadership ensures 
the success of the tournament.

Thank you to Dina Steinberg, my 
friend, and one of the best people 
I know. She has always been there 
to support me and guide me, and I 
love her dearly. Thank you to Jody 
Alexander, and Angela Creedon 
– two amazing, talented women that 
I continue to look up to, and seek 
their guidance. I am blessed to know 
them, and call them friends. Love 
you both!

Thank you to the rest of our 
Board – Bruce Larson, Sam Young, 
Ed (Chief) Blanchard, Mike Nealy, 
Michael Green, Garland Williams, 
Rob Schramm, David Smith, Bill 
Olson, Pat Lowry, Steve Grubbs, 
and Bob Wiedower. You all mean 
the world to me, and it has been my 
honor to work with you, and for 
you.

Thank you also to the BBS 
Leadership - Bruce Larson, Danny 
Ortega, Josh Abel, Jason Klonoski, 
Patrick McDermott, and Jason 
Isaak. The Blue Blazer Squadron 
has so much passion for Luke, and 
you six gentlemen set the precedent. 
Thank you for your friendship, hard 

work, and passion for our mission. 
It has been a joy to work alongside 
you, and our organization is blessed 
to have your talents.

Finally, thank you to Veronique 
“V” Cruikshank. She is so much 
more than a co-worker. V was 
retired from the Air Force when 
she came to us. She is a wonderful 
asset to our organization, and has 
been such a joy to work with. She 
always has my back -   I love her 
dearly, and I will forever cherish her 
friendship.

I will continue to support Fighter 
Country Partnership/Fighter Country 
Foundation from Tennessee. They 
are a part of who I am, and I will 
continue to stay involved.  Bill 
Johnston is assuming the role of 
program coordinator. Bill just 
retired from the Air Force a few 
months ago, he is very talented, and 
he will be an amazing asset to our 
organization. 

If you have the chance to attend 
the Air Show, please take the 
opportunity to thank an Airman. 
As always, thank you for your 
continued support of the men, 
women, families and mission of 
Luke AFB. 

Take care, and until next 
time……………….

FCP/FCF: Farewell and thanks from Susan Lovelace, From 2

“I feel so blessed to have been part 
of such a wonderful organization. I will 

forever cherish my relationships with our 
wonderful Board, as well as our volun-
teer force, the Blue Blazer Squadron.”

- Susan Lovelace

VFW Post 1433, 7618 N. 63rd 
Ave. in Glendale, has been serving 
local veterans for almost a century. 
Chartered March 26, 1926, by 29 
local veterans, the post is named 
for Private First Class Sandy 
Coor. A member of the U.S. Marine 
Corps, Thirteenth Regiment, Coor 
contracted spinal meningitis in 
France and died Feb. 1, 1919. In 
1947, the family of Sandy Coor 
donated the land the post occupies 
to this day. 

Senior Vice Commander Mike 
Pearson has a special connection 
to the post. Pearson’s grandfather, 
Frank Carden, was a charter member 
at its inception in 1926. Carden 
served in France with the U.S. Army 
(Infantry) in WWI. Pearson followed 
in his grandfather’s footsteps, 
serving in the U.S. Army in Korea 
and with infantry in Southwest Asia. 
Pearson lives in Glendale with his 

wife, and is a career firefighter, 
working as a captain with a nearby 
rural fire department.

The post is hosting a community 
apprec ia t ion  ce lebrat ion  to 
commemorate the special occasion 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. March 26. The 
celebration will feature a Stuff the 
Truck clothing drive, car wash, a 
live band on the patio 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m., and a DJ host in the hall 2 
until 6 p.m. Hamburgers, hot dogs 
and ice cream will be available for 
purchase, and there will be raffles 
and giveaways throughout the 
day.

Ed Besta, Commander of VFW 
Post 1433, extends an enthusiastic 
invitation to all VFW and auxiliary 
members and their guests, as 
well as members of the Glendale 
and surrounding communities, to 
join the post’s 90th anniversary 
celebration. 

Local VFW post celebrates major milestone
Sandy Coor VFW Post 1433 turns 90 March 26

West Resthaven
Funeral Home
6450 W. Northern Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85301

623-939-8394

Chapel of the
Chimes Mortuary
7924 N. 59th Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85301

623-937-9297

Please request your FREE Veterans Planning Guide and companion
DVD today from West Resthaven Funeral Home, your local Dignity
Memorial provider. Learn about Veteran’s death and burial benefits
offered by the U.S.Government and how you could save 10% on
funeral and burial-related services not covered by the government.

Get the correct information about the benefits you have earned.
Call to receive free brochure: 10 Things All Veterans Should Know...

Our commitment to the
community will never equal
that of the men  and women
that have taken up arms in

defense of our country. 
Thank you for your service. 

www.GlendaleAZ.com/
LukeAFB

For generations of families in the West Valley, 
Luke AFB has served as a constant reminder of 
the freedoms and liberties all of us enjoy. 

Glendale remains dedicated to continuing the 
Luke tradition as the base prepares to welcome 
new generations of pilots for its new F-35
training mission.

AN AMERICAN CLASSIC
Luke Air Force Base

Since 1941

CW11172 3x4 9_2012 FCP COG Am Classics.indd   1 8/27/12   4:32 PM

9824 W. Camelback Rd. Glendale, AZ 85305
www.comfortsuites.com/hotel/az296

FREE BREAKFAST, SHUTTLE & INTERNET

Comfort Suites
Glendale

623-271-9005

•  HDTVs, Refrigerator, Microwave, Coffee Maker, 
Hair Dryer, Iron/Board & Sofa Sleeper in ALL rooms

•  24 Hour Business Center, Fitness Center 
and Marketplace

• Heated Outdoor Pool and SPA
• Laundry facility
• Over 4,000 Square Feet of Meeting/Banquet Space
•  Less than 2 miles from Westgate City Center, 

University of Phoenix Stadium Area, 
Tanger Outlet Mall

• Pet Friendly
• Just 7 Miles from Luke AFB

Government Rates
Available

CW12441 3x4 9_2013_FCP Comfort Suites.indd   1 9/4/13   10:29 AM
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3801 North 91st Avenue | Phoenix, Arizona 85037 | Phone: 623‐772‐2200 | Fax: 623‐877‐8188 | www.pesd92.org 

Kindergarten through 8th Grade 

We launched our rst set of Academies in 2014‐2015 to focus on careers and prepara�on for the future. These 
STEAM Academies include the MIHS Medical & Health Services Academy, the Orcu� | Winslow Architecture & 
Design Academy and the Energy & Environment Academy. Now the excitement is growing for the next genera�on 
of learning and partnerships with the following addi�ons to our already outstanding program op�ons: 

WE ARE SEEKING EXCEPTIONAL APPLICANTS! 

NEW FOR THE 2016‐2017 SCHOOL YEAR 

Pendergast is proud to be the West Valley’s choice for a premiere educa�onal 
experience. We offer many op�ons for students on our 12 campuses currently 
serving 10,000 students with state‐of‐the‐art technology and facili�es. Please 
come and join our Pendergast family as a student, staff member or community 
partner. 

CONNECT WITH US 

ABOUT US 

Special Educa�on 
Early Childhood Endorsed 
Instruc�onal Assistants 

Bus Drivers 

Apply Online at www.pesd92.org 

COMPUTER SCIENCE ACADEMY  

CONSTRUCTION ACADEMY 

ATHLETICS ACADEMY 

AEROSPACE ACADEMY 

WATER 
INVESTIGATION  

ACADEMY 

General Helpers 

BD0000 6x16 3_2016_FCP Pendergast.indd   1 3/10/16   12:41 PM
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35th Annual Glendale Chamber Luke Shoot Out 
Golf Tournament benefitting Operation Warm Heart

Glendale Chamber 
M e m b e r  a n d  P a s t 
Chairman of the Board, 
Bill Kelleher of Dignity 
Memorial, has invested 
as a sponsor of the 
Luke Shoot Out Golf 
Tournament since day 
one. Kelleher said that 
this is one of the events 
he looks forward to each 
year. Not only is it a 
fun day out with fellow 
chamber members but 
he enjoys engaging 
with former and present 
military.  

Kelleher said, “It is 
an acknowledgement of 
gratitude to those who 
serve in the military by 
placing ‘Service above 
self and principles before 
personality.’” 

With a portion of the 
proceeds going toward 
Operation Warm Heart, 
Kelleher and his company 
plan to remain a sponsor 
for years to come – it’s a 
way to say thank you to 

Submitted photo 
Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers is flanked by his former assistant Tom Adkins and Glendale Chamber of 
Commerce member Bill Kelleher during the Luke Shoot Out Golf Tournament last year.

our U.S. Military.
Operation Warm Heart is 

a non-profit organization 
that distributes charitable 

donations to service 
members  and their 
families all year long. 
Thanks to our faithful 

members we have been 
able to host this event for 
35 consecutive years. The 
Glendale Chamber and 

our members are proud 
to be able to give back 
to our service members 
through Operation Warm 

Heart.
Join the Glendale 

Chamber of Commerce 
for our 35th Annual 
Luke Shoot Out Golf 
Tournament April 8  
at Falcon Dunes Golf 
Course. Check-in starts 
6:30 a.m. with a shotgun 
start 7:30 a.m. Single 
golfers can register for 
$110 each or sponsor 
a Veteran. Tee Hole 
Sponsorships are also 
available for $150 and 
include company signage 
on the golf course, ability 
to put promotional items 
in the golfer’s goodie 
bags and the ability to 
represent your company 
on the course to directly 
connect with over 100 
golfers. 

A d d i t i o n a l 
s p o n s o r s h i p s  a r e 
available! Registration is 
available online at www.
glendaleazchamber.org 
or by calling 623-937-
4754. 

DISTRIBUTION CENTER
6031 BUCKEYE

PROUD TO
SUPPORT

LUKE
AIR FORCE

BASE
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Taco Bell is Proud to Support 
Luke Air Force Base and Military 

Personnel

10% off with active duty military ID

Thank you!
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LARRY H. MILLER HYUNDAI PEORIA

DOING GOOD
FOR AMERICA’S HEROES

LARRY H. MILLER HYUNDAI PEORIA
larrymillerhyundai.com
8425 W. Bell Rd. Peoria, AZ
623.815.4570

$500
REBATE

Active/Retired duty US Armed Forces
and spouses. Valid on all new
Hyundai inventory in stock

CW15416 6x16 3_2016_FCP LM Hyundai.indd   1 3/15/16   12:34 PM
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New American Legion post in North Peoria
By CAROLYN DRYER

EDITOR

If you were at the Links 
Neighborhood Grille at 
the Vistas in Westbrook 
Village around 6 p.m. Feb. 
17, you may have caught 
a glimpse of a group of 
individuals gathering for 
what appeared to be some 
kind of meeting. 

You would  have 
guessed correctly if you 
thought, “This is a new 
club or something.”

Eugene C. Yount 
American Legion Post 145 
was temporarily chartered 
in April 2015, and it just 
received its national 
charter in November. The 
post’s charter ceremony 
was held Jan. 20, and now, 
members meet 6 p.m. the 
third Wednesday of the 
month. Once summer 
hits, meeting time will be 
5 p.m.

Commander Roberta 
Kimelton said the new 
post was chartered on the 
Arizona Department of 
American Legion premise 

Photo by Carolyn Dryer
Roberta Kimelton is the first commander at Eugene 
C. Yount American Legion Post 145 based in West-
brook Village.

the year,” Kimelton said. 
“I grew up with poppy 
sales and community 
involvement.”

S h e  r e c e i v e d 
encouragement from her 
husband to organize the 
new post. They worked 
hard to raise funds for 
community projects. 
Because the post is north 
of Union Hills Drive, 
individuals who live in 
Westbrook Village and 
Vistancia are joining.

“The challenge is to 
get younger members to 
do the work,” she said. 
“Nobody knows we’re 
out there.”

Like Post 62, Post 145 
is a non-smoking post. 
For the present, there is 
no interest in a building 
or a bar.

“ We ’ v e  m a d e  a 
commitment for our 
poppy sales and other 
fund-raisers, devote 
them to the community,” 

Kimelton said.
To start off, the post 

made a $500 donation 
to Arizona Stand Down, 
an event at the state 
fairgrounds two weeks 
ago that offered free 
services to veterans. 
Another $500 donation 
went to the American 
Legion Law Enforcement 
Academy, almost like a 
boot camp for teenagers 
interested in pursuing a 
law enforcement career. 
That donation paid for 
two teens from a Peoria 
high school within the city 
limits of Peoria.

“Our strategic emphasis 
is supporting youth 
and veterans with post 
traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD),” Kimelton said. 
“As a human resource 
professional, it’s been my 
experience employers 
don’t know how to deal 
with individuals with 
mental illness. By the time 
an employer becomes 
involved, it’s become a 
discipline issue.

“Part of my personal 

goal is to help employers 
recognize and provide 
support to employees 
before it gets to that 
discipline stage. So, that’s 
part of our reason at the 
post.”

There is no auxiliary 
unit at the post at this time. 
Kimelton said the post is 
membership-focused. It 
started with five members, 
and now, numbers 38. One 
of the members has been 
a Legion post member for 
62 years.

Kimelton said one 
major goal this year is 
to send the four World 
War II veteran members 
on an Honor Flight to 
Washington, D.C. and 
visit the World War II 
memorial.

“Our post is named 
after Eugene C. Yount, 
who was a C-46 pilot in 
the Air Force,” Kimelton 
said. 

Yount flew the Curtiss 
C-46 Commando on 77 
missions across “The 

MORE POST 145 ON 9

that “no one should have 
to travel to attend a 
post.” Because Peoria’s 
geography from the south 
to the north is so long, 
North Peoria residents had 
to travel to Post 62, which 
is near 99th and Peoria 
avenues.

“I attended two or 
three organizational 
meetings for the post,” 
Kimelton said. “I was very 
committed to making this 
post successful.”

That is coming from an 
individual who has never 
been a Legion member 
before. But, she has been 
a member of the military. 
She served in the U.S. 
Army.

Kimelton grew up 
in a small Ohio town, 
population 2,500. Her 
father was a member of 
Benjamin Harrison Post 
in Columbia, Ohio. Every 
year, there was a fair, and 
her father’s post set up a 
tent and sold hamburgers 
and raffle tickets to win 
a car.

“That was a highlight of 
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Hump,” the Himalayas 
from Burma to China 
during World War II. He 
received the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and is buried 
at the National Memorial 
Cemetery in Phoenix. 
His daughter, Kim Link, 
was present at the charter 
ceremony.

“She talked about her 
father’s service and the 
challenges they had,” 
Kimelton said. “It was an 
extremely perilous kind 
of flying, and sometimes, 
they would transport 

foreign prisoners on the 
plane; sometime had to 
keep them on the plane at 
gunpoint.”

Link’s husband, rich 
Link, is senior vice 
commander of the new 
post.

“When we named the 
post after Mr. Yount, we 
really liked the idea of 
naming it after an Arizona 
hero,” Kimelton said. “He 
did some of his training 
here, so after he retired, 
he and his wife moved 
here. He was also an 

electrical engineer and 
ended up retiring from 
Honeywell.”

If someone is interested 
in joining the new post, 
contact Kimelton by 
phone, 623-738-9755, 
or email, Roberta1552@
msn.com. If a person 
needs transportation 
to a meeting or event, 
Kimelton said the club 
offers that service. Anyone 
interested in helping out 
with some of the post’s 
project, the post is happy 
to include them.

POST 145: More local coverage, From 8

On March 15, the public was invited 
to celebrate The American Legion’s 97th 
Birthday with the classic American icons 
of baseball and hot dogs. In recognition 
of the patriotic organization’s 97 years 
of service to the country, the Peoria 
Sports Complex partnered with Peoria’s 
American Legion Auxiliary to create 
a special day of veteran activities.  In 
addition to free birthday cookies and 
veteran on-field performances, attendees 
at the Peoria Sports Complex on March 
15 enjoyed the Chicago Cubs vs the 
San Diego Padres in a 1:10 p.m. Spring 
Training game.

“The Peoria Sports Complex is a 
great match for our organization,” said 
Amy Hankins, president of the American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit in Peoria. “They 
already offer a standard ticket discount 
to active military and veterans. They are 
helping us promote our patriotic programs 
on the scoreboard, at tables and with 
volunteer greeters. Veterans performed all 
the on-field activities” she enthusiastically 
continued. 

As part of the event, Post 62 member 
Bob Mrkvicka played the National Anthem 

American Legion celebrates 97th 
birthday at Peoria Sports Complex

MORE AMERICAN LEGION ON 10
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on his flute. The Arizona Department Commander, Billy 
Ellis, threw out the first pitch. Peoria Mayor Cathy Carlat, 
a Unit 62 Auxiliary member, also attended the event.

Baseball is a fitting venue for The American Legion’s 
birthday. Not only is baseball America’s favorite past 
time, The American Legion has sponsored youth baseball 
for 90 years. MLB has sponsored Legion Baseball almost 
since its inception, and Legion Baseball has returned 
the favor, churning out major league prospects since 
the alumni base has been old enough to be scouted. The 
number of former Legion players who have gone on to 
the pros is far too large to chart. More than half of current 
major-leaguers played Legion Baseball. So did almost 
every working MLB manager, along with several former 
commissioners. In all, more than 60 program graduates 
are in the Baseball Hall of Fame. Names such as: Yogi 
Berra, Ted Williams, Frank Robinson, Mark Teixeira.  
Babe Ruth was too old to join when Legion Baseball 
started, but he spent the final years of his life promoting 
the program as its director of operations. Other prominent 
players include Ryne Sandberg, Roy Campanella, Dusty 
Baker, Albert Pujols, Greg Maddux and Chipper Jones. 
Today, about 82,000 youths play on Legion-sponsored 
teams each year.

The complex offers a $2 military and veteran discount 
at the Peoria Complex ticket windows. Up to 4 tickets 
may be purchased with one military ID. Advance 
purchase is recommended as ticket prices go up on the 
day of the game.

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 
1919 as a patriotic veterans’ organization. Focusing on 
service to veterans, servicemembers and communities, 
the Legion evolved from a group of war-weary veterans 
of World War I into one of the most influential nonprofit 
groups in the United States. Today, membership stands 
at over 2.4 million in 14,000 posts worldwide. The posts 
are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 

states, along with the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
France, Mexico and the Philippines.

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable 
social change in America, won hundreds of benefits for 
veterans and produced many important programs for 
children and youth. 

In 1935, The American Legion started “Boys State” 
a program to help youths gain an understanding of the 
structure and operation of the federal government. Today, 
more than 19,500 young men participate in Boys State, 
and 98 in Boys Nation, from 49 of the 50 state.

In 1938, The American Legion conducted its first 
annual National High School Oratorical Contest. Today, 
more than 3,400 high-school students from around the 
country compete annually in the contest, which promotes 
a greater understanding of the U.S. Constitution. Winners 
receive thousands of dollars in college scholarships.

In 1944, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs into 
law the original GI Bill, or Servicemen's Readjustment 
Act, ushering in monumental changes in U.S. society. 
Past American Legion National Commander Harry W. 
Colmery had begun that effort in 1943 by writing it in 
longhand, on Mayflower Hotel stationery in Washington. 
Higher education became democratized after 8 million 
veterans go to school on the GI Bill, get better jobs, 
buy houses in the suburbs and raise families. For every 
dollar spent on educating veterans, the U.S. economy 
eventually gets $7 back. 

In 1946, The Legion and the American Legion 
Auxiliary present a small, struggling organization 
called the American Heart Association with a $50,000 

grant. The grant inaugurates a nationwide program for 
the study, prevention and treatment of rheumatic heart 
disease.

In 1954, The American Legion Child Welfare 
Foundation is formed. Today, more than $11 million 
has been awarded to youth organizations and projects 
designed to help America's children.

In 1966, The Legion voices great concern over the 
fate of prisoners of war in Vietnam. Today, the Legion 
urges a full accounting of all POWs and troops missing 
in action; and has formed a special group from among 
the nation's major veterans organizations to continue 
pressing for further resolution of this issue. 

In 1972, The Legion implements a Halloween safety 
program for children; it remains the only national 
program of its kind.

In 1982, The Legion presents a $1 million check to 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund for construction 
of the Wall in Washington, becoming the largest single 
contributor to the project.

In 1991, The Legion hosts its first Junior Shooting 
Sports National Air Rifle Championships at the Olympic 
Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colo. Today, more 
than 2,000 high school students a year enter the contest, 
which teaches gun safety and marksmanship.

In 1997, The National Emergency Fund surpasses the 
$1 million mark in cash grants given to flood victims 
who belong to the Legion family. Most grant recipients 
reside in the flood plains of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, 
Minnesota and North Dakota.

Today, The American Legion together with the 
Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion boast over 
3 million members whose contributions and efforts 
represent billions of dollars in service to military, 
veterans, youth and communities annually.

Learn more at www.legion.org, or www.
ALAforVeterans.org.

AMERICAN LEGION: Looking good at 97 years old, From 9
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It has been a dream of 
John Burnham’s for more 
than five years. The Peoria 
veterinarian, who for 26 
years has cared for ani-
mals at the same location 
– northeast corner of 67th 
and Peoria avenues, has 
embarked on a journey 
to bring new beginnings, 
not only for four-legged 
creatures, but for those who 
suffer from combat-related 
injuries.

Burnham and his non-
profit organization, Sol-
dier’s Best Friend, broke 
ground Feb. 18 on a site at 
75th Avenue and Acoma 
Drive. Called Soldier’s 
Best Friend Training Cam-
pus, the site will house a 
service dog training pro-
gram. A 4,640-square-foot 
building with flexible open 
interior space for veter-
an/dog team training is 
planned for completion by 
the end of May. 

“It’s mind-boggling to 
think five years ago, we 
started training service 
dogs for PTSD,” Burnham 
said.

Burnham’s wife, Jan, 

Soldier’s Best Friend training  site under construction
By CAROLYN DRYER

EDITOR

said her late father-in-law, 
Ralph Burnham, a vet-
eran, was her husband’s 
inspiration for the training 
facility. 

During his presentation, 
Burnham told those who at-
tended the groundbreaking 
that so far, SBF has rescued 
110 dogs from organiza-
tions around the state.

“We’re averaging 70 to 
80 inquiries a month from 
veterans interested in the 
program,” he said.

SBF receives 1,000 in-
quiries a year, predomi-
nantly in state, from indi-

viduals asking how the pro-
gram – the process - works, 
Burnham said. Up to now, 
SBF has relied on donated 
space, but that generosity 
has put limitations on the 
training as well. The new 
training campus offers an 
entirely different atmo-
sphere.

There will be a small 
office, reception are, stor-
age, a kennel for four dogs, 
grooming space and re-
strooms. A parking lot, 
outdoor training space, 
fencing, landscaping, light-
ing, signage and minor im-

provements to an existing 
administrative office – all 
are part of the project as a 
whole.

Instead of four days a 
week in donated space, the 
campus will offer training 
six days a week. From 16 
hours a week to 40 to 50 
hours a week is another 
plus.

On a pamphlet handed 
out to groundbreaking at-
tendees, the benefits of the 
training campus are listed:
• Serve more veterans 
   per year
• Rescue more Arizona 

  homeless dogs
• Increase training hours
  per week
• More flexibility in 
  training schedule
• Offer extended hours
  for evening and 
  weekend training
• Provide temporary 
  housing for rescued dogs
  while in transition
• Option to partially 
  pretrain dogs in 
  certain circumstances
• Provide onsite training
  classes for fosters
• Create a new 
  community resource

• Expand volunteer 
  engagement opportunities 

One of the benefits not 
listed is the fact that next 
door is Spirit of Hope 
United Methodist Church, 
whose pastor, John Fairch-
ild, has been so supportive 
of the campus. There is a 
fence that divides the two 
properties.

Fairchild said, “We 
need to talk about tak-
ing the fence down. I like 
taking fences down. My 
goal as a church is to meet 
people, (learn) what’s in 
their hearts, and try to help 
them.”

He will have to wait a 
while, at least until the end 
of May. A construction 
fence will be erected in 
the next couple weeks to 
ensure everyone’s safety 
while the campus is being 
built.

It does not come without 
a cost. Total capital needs 
for the project is $750,000. 
SBF has until Aug. 15 to 
come up with $250,000 to 
meet the Dorrance Family 
Foundation matching gift 
challenge. 

Photo by Carolyn Dryer
Veterans with their service dogs flank Soldier’s Best Friend founder and president John Burnham: Rudy 
(Jack Jack), Bobby (Daisy), Regina (Ava), and David (Caleb).
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Rick Cohen, president 
of MACO Construction 
Services, said he has al-
ready been contacted by 
subcontractors and sup-
pliers, who are offering 
many donated services and 

products.
“It’s a tremendous hon-

or to be associated with 
such a project,” Cohen 
said.

Architect Rick Moore, 
president of RMA Design 

Group, was similarly on 
board right away. He met 
with Burnham about a 
year ago.

“I said, ‘Stop, I’m in.’ 
I’m really proud to be in-
volved in this project.”

FRIEND: Public can help, From 12

Soldier’s Best Friend will be hosting 
its 5th Annual Sporting Clay Event 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. April 2 at Ben Avery Clay Target 
Center, 1.5 miles west of Interstate 17 on 
Carefree Highway. 

”Our service dog training program is 
provided at no cost to the veteran and it 
is all possible only with the support of the 
community. We hope they will come out 
to support us at this event. We receive an 
average of 40 inquiries a month from vet-
erans interested in the program, so clearly 
the need exists,” Burnham said.“The two 
critical components of our mission are 
1) providing service dogs trained to do 
PTSD service work which helps mitigate 
the veteran’s symptoms and readjustment 
to civilian life; and 2) providing homes 
for local shelter dogs. Once paired with a 
dog, the dog-veteran team trains together 
for six to nine months before graduating 
from the program. 

“Soldier’s Best Friend is committed 
to providing honorable work and lov-
ing forever homes for rescue dogs that 
are suited to this life-changing service. 
With each pairing, the veteran and dog 
build a relationship that can save two 
lives and inspire countless others.  Upon 
graduation, the dog qualifies as a trained 

Service or Therapeutic Companion Dog 
and aids in the veteran’s readjustment 
to civilian life, rebuilding self-esteem, 
confidence and trust through the canine 
connection.”

Through February 2016, 118 veteran-
dog teams have graduated with an addi-
tional 40 teams now in training.

At the Sporting Clay Event, all skill 
levels are welcome and loaner equip-
ment will be available. Competitive and 
non-competitive levels are offered, with 
discounts for active military, veterans and 
first responders. Registration includes 50 
clay pigeons, 50 shotgun shells, lunch, 
prizes for first, second and third place, as 
well as opportunities for prize drawings 
for all participants.

Sponsorships remain available and of-
fer a great opportunity to showcase your 
business. All proceeds from this event will 
be used to grow our pair and train program 
(average cost per veteran/dog team: $2,700 
to $3,000), and provide ongoing support 
to our veterans and their families as they 
transition into their new lives. 

For more information about Soldier’s 
Best Friend and the Sporting Clay Event, 
visit the website at soldiersbestfriend.org, 
or call 623-218-6486.

Fundraising event April 2 for Soldier's Best Friend
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Luke Air Force Base earns coveted Hero Award from United Blood Services

Photos courtesy United Blood Services
Captain Sharlotte Uriarte of Luke Air Force Base was among the top 2 percent 
of award-winning blood drive coordinators recently honored by United Blood 
Services, earning a Hero Award for providing the largest impact on the blood 
supply.  Of the 1,312 organizations that sponsored blood drives last year, Luke 
Air Force Base was among the top 27 organizations across Arizona that quali-
fied for the Hero Award. Pictured from left: United Blood Services Executive 
Director Audrey Jennings with Luke’s Major Charlotta Leader, Captain Sharlotte 
Uriarte & TSgt Alisa Frisch.

The efforts of Luke 
Air Force Base were 
applauded in February at 
Valentines for Life, United 
Blood Services’ premier 
annual awards event. Base 
blood drive coordinator 
Captain Sharlott Uriarte 
was presented with the 
coveted Hero Award, an 
honor that is reached by 
less than two percent of all 
blood drive coordinators 
across Arizona. 

Hero Award winners 
provide the largest impact 
on the blood supply by 
organizing committees to 
recruit donors, holding 
in t e rna l  r ecogn i t ion 
programs to thank donors 
and by hosting blood 
drives during the most 
difficult periods of the 
year to maintain Arizona’s 
blood supply. 

Under the leadership 
of Captain Uriarte, Luke 
hosted 29 blood drives and 
brought in 467 donations 
last year – providing a 
full day’s blood supply for 
all 64 Arizona hospitals 
depending upon United 
Blood Services!

Luke Air Force Base has 
been providing volunteer 
blood donors for United 

Blood Services since the 
1950s and has earned the 
Hero Award 10 of the 12 
years since its inception. 
The key to success for 
the Luke blood program 
has been the development 
of individual blood drive 
committees in each of 
Luke’s Air Force squadrons. 
We are proud and grateful 

to Captain Uriarte and her 
blood drive committees for 
their devotion to Arizona 
patients and overall service 
to our country,” said 
Audrey Jennings, United 
Blood Services’ Executive 
Director. “You are heroes 
to Arizona patients and 
their families!”

Luke Air Force Base 

blood donors help people 
like Amanda Missildine, 
who shared her story 
with honored guests at 
Valentines for Life last 
month. She is alive today 
because of 112 red blood 
cell, platelet and plasma 
transfusions. Amanda 
was diagnosed with a rare 
genetic liver condition 

known as Wilson’s Disease 
in 2005 while she was a 
senior at Desert Mountain 
High School. When her 
liver completely shut down, 
doctors saved her life with 
an immediate transplant 
and blood transfusions. 
“Blood donors gave me 
the gift of life,” Amanda 
said. “Their generosity 
will always be a part of 
who I am. As a matter of 
fact, they inspired me to 
become a nurse.” Thanks 

to the gift of life, Amanda 
and her husband, Marc, 
welcomed their first baby 
last year.

Blood drives are hosted 
at Luke Air Force base 
regularly throughout the 
year, for donors with 
base access. To make 
an appointment at an 
upcoming base drive visit 
www.BloodHero .com 
(Sponsor Code: LAFB) 
or call 1-877-UBS-HERO 
(827-4376).

Thanks to 112 blood donors that helped Amanda 
recover from a rare genetic condition, she and her 
husband, Marc, welcomed Elizabeth last year.
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Courtesy Chevrolet celebrates 
longevity with Luke Air Force Base

Photos courtesy Courtesy Chevrolet
Today, almost 61 years after its doors first opened, 
Courtesy Chevrolet continues to serve Valley cus-
tomers. 

Scott Gruwell, third 
generation owner of Cour-
tesy Chevrolet, is taking 
the dealership into the 
21st century, bringing the 
newest Chevrolet line up, 
and top notch certified pre-
owned vehicles to custom-
ers in fun and exciting new 
ways. Courtesy Chevrolet 
has more than 119K fans 
on its Facebook page, 
video on the Courtesy 
Youtube channel. 

Follow Courtesy Chev-
rolet on Twitter, and see 
reviews on Dealerrater, 
Google, Yelp, and more. 
Presently more than 400 
people derive their in-
comes from this dealer-
ship. 

A l l  o f  Cour t e sy ’s 
employees have helped 
build and maintain a fine 
reputation in the Valley 
of the Sun, and the State 
of Arizona. It is the inten-
tion of the Gruwell fam-
ily to maintain these fine 
relationships within the 
community and to con-
tinue operation here in 
Phoenix for many years 
to come.

Best military discount 
in the industry

Courtesy Chevrolet GM Military Discount program 
is the industry’s No. 1 military discount program. This 
program is offered to all active and Reserve members 
and spouses of the U.S. Air Force, Army, Navy, Ma-
rines, National Guard and Coast Guard. The discounts 
are based on the suggested retail price of the vehicle 
purchased. To learn more, visit the dealership online 
at Courtesychev.com, or at 12th Street and Camelback 
Road in Phoenix. 
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The Military/Veteran’s 
Expo March 12 offered 
women veterans a chance 
to network and to attend 
workshops designed spe-
cifically for women. The 
event was free and open 
to all veterans.

The event was present-
ed by the Arizona Depart-
ment of Veteran’s Services 
on the Glendale Commu-
nity College campus, 6000 
W. Olive Ave. 

When Arizona Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Services 
Director Wanda Wright 
opened the expo, she ex-
plained she is the third 
generation of her family to 
serve in the U.S. military. 
She has three decades of 
military experience. As 
a 1985 United States Air 
Force Academy graduate, 
she has served as deputy 
budget officer with the 
Tactical Air Command at 
Myrtle Beach, S.C., with 
a follow-on assignment 
to Davis-Monthan AFB 
in Tucson as the budget 
officer.

By BETTE SHARPE
GLENDALE DAILY PLANET

SPECIAL TO FIGHTER 
COUNTRY PARTNERSHIP                

Women veterans treated to informational workshops at GCC expo
The event was pairing 

women military veter-
ans and other community 
leaders in four “tracks,” 
or series of workshops, 
which were offered dur-
ing the day: Employment,  
Health/Wellness, Benefits, 
and Legal, Financial and 
Housing Assistance. Each 
track featured three break-
out sessions. Breakfast and 
lunch were provided.

Col. Wanda Wright in-
troduced Deborah Am-
dur, director, Phoenix VA 
Healthcare System. Am-
dur holds a master's de-
gree in social work from 
Washington University, St. 
Louis, Mo., and a bachelor 
of arts degree from Cornell 
University.

Guest speaker was Rear 
Admiral Sandy Adams. 
Adams has lived in South-
ern California for more 
than 20 years and in Re-
dondo Beach for more 
than 10 years. She recently 
retired from a 34-year 
active and reserve Navy 
career and is a graduate 
of Michigan State Uni-
versity and the Naval War 
College.

Amdur has a mission 
that, at some point in the 

not-too-distant future, the 
Phoenix VA actually has a 
free-standing clinic solely 
for women veterans.

“Since 2000, the num-
ber of female veterans 
who use the VA Healthcare 
nationally has more than 
doubled,” she said. “And 
actually, our new veterans 
coming into our system, 
women veterans have far 
outpaced the male coun-
ter-parts.”

By 2020, she esti-
mates about 12 percent 
of veterans served in VA 
Healthcare settings will 
be women. 

“I can tell you today 
that about 9 percent of the 
veterans that we have the 
pleasure of serving here in 
Phoenix are women veter-
ans,” Amdur said. 

Healthcare for women 
includes specific services 
professionals trained in 
gynecology, mammog-
raphy, mental heath and 
family care. At the expo, 
women veterans were 
asked to enroll in the VA 
services, if eligible, and to 
offer their suggestions and 
comments. 

“We still have a long 
way to go,” Amdur said.

Deborah Amdur, Director, Phoenix 
VA Healthcare System

Col. Wanda Wright, Director, Arizona 
Department of Veterans Services

Photos by Bette Sharpe, Glendale Daily Planet
The expo was well attended by local women veterans.
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Most people are aware 
that Luke Air Force base 
is a major contributor to 
the West Valley economy. 
But, there’s more to the 
story, as members of the 
Real Estate Investment 
Advisory Council (REIAC) 
learned recently. The base 
is in the process of build-
ing an F-35 pilot training 
program that will boost the 
base’s economic impact 
significantly in the next 
decade and will positively 
affect both the commercial 
and residential real estate 
markets.

Below is an overview 
of the program, as told 
by Maj. Matt “Diesel” 
Mayer of the 61st Fighter 
Squadron during a recent 
REIAC meeting. 

 Luke Air Force Base 
is roughly a quarter of the 
way toward its goal of 
building a six-squadron 
fleet of F-35 Lightning 
II fighter jets by 2024 
– a move that will sig-
nificantly enhance the 
base’s $2 billion annual 
economic impact in the 
West Valley.

Speaking at a recent 
meeting of the Southwest 

Chapter of the Real Es-
tate Investment Advisory 
Council (REIAC), Maj. 
Matt “Diesel” Mayer, as-
sistant director of opera-
tions for the 61st Fighter 
Squadron, said the 56th 
Fighter Wing now counts 
34 American, Australian 
and Norwegian jets in its 
first F-35 training squad-
rons. Ultimately, the fleet 
will include 144 of the jets 
known for their stealth and 
agility.

American and interna-
tional pilots already have 
begun training side by 
side in a new, reciprocal 
program that has the base 
partnering with 14 na-
tions over the next decade, 
including Israel, Japan, 
Korea and Italy. As the 
program expands, Luke 
will host pilots, planes and 
instructors from around 
the world for training.

From a real estate stand-
point, Mayer said the $5.3 
million F-35 training pro-
gram will enhance the 
base’s economic impact 
to the community by re-
quiring the construction 
of new facilities to house 
the sophisticated fleet. Ad-
ditionally, as the number 

Luke AFB F-35 pilot training program taking off, boosting economy

Photo courtesy REIAC
Maj. Matt Mayer, assistant director of operations for 
the 61st Fight Squadron, talks about the first F-35 
training squadrons at Luke Air Force Base.

of base personnel grows, 
so will the need for off-
base housing. Presently, 
the base employs nearly 
5,500 military members 
and civilians and generates 
approximately $2 billion 
in economic impact, an-
nually.

“Most people are aware 
that the base plays a major 
role in the West Valley’s 
economy, but Major May-
er opened our eyes to how 
fortunate the Valley is to 

host the F-35 program 
and its additional ben-
efits to the region,” said 
Mark Singerman, REIAC 
chapter president and vice 
president, regional director 
– Arizona for the Rocke-
feller Group Development 
Corporation. 

“Our members – who 
are top real estate execu-
tives involved in develop-
ing, acquiring and/or fi-
nancing real estate – were 
very interested to learn that 

Luke provides permanent 
housing for only about 150 
personnel on base. This 
means that the vast major-
ity of military and civilian 
employees live and shop 
in the communities near 
the base -- including the 
visiting pilots from our 
partner nations here for 
training that lasts up to 12 
months.”  

The first class of Air 
Force students began train-
ing on F-35 simulators 
last May, when the base 
officially announced a new 
mission focusing on the 
high-tech, fifth-generation 
aircraft. Trainees since 
have progressed to actual 
flights as Luke gradually 
sends its F-16s to Hol-
loman Air Force Base in 
New Mexico and replaces 
them with F-35s. 

According to Mayer, the 
single-pilot F-35, which 
weighs 30,000 pounds 
empty, is technologically 
superior to any previous 
aircraft. It is able to diag-
nose mechanical problems 
and advise the pilot, pin-
point targets and threats 
with amazing accuracy, 
utilize voice recognition, 
and deploy versatile weap-

ons capabilities. It also is 
the first aircraft for which 
the pilot’s helmet is spe-
cifically designed and 
equipped for the jet.

 “The F-35 is extremely 
high tech,” Mayer said. 
“It takes everything to an 
entirely new level.”

Luke Air Force Base, 
which celebrated its 75th 
anniversary last year, was 
established to train fighter 
pilots in World War II. It 
has since trained pilots for 
every American conflict. 

 
About REIAC

The Real Estate Invest-
ment Advisory Council 
(REIAC) was established 
as a nonprofit trade asso-
ciation to provide a forum 
for the exchange of ideas, 
concerns and experiences 
among senior executives 
who conduct commercial 
real estate transactions. 
The invitation-only group 
limits its membership to 
senior-level executives 
at companies, who act 
as principals, and whose 
function is to develop, 
acquire, manage and/or 
finance commercial real 
estate. To learn more, visit 
www.reiac.org.

BD8587 6x8 3_2016_FCP Out of Africa Wildlife.indd   1 3/11/16   9:53 AM



Spring 2016	 FCP Visions	 19

877-468-9937
AZ40AcreRanches.com

Rock Out...

Brooks Realty & Advisory Group, Ben F. Brooks III - Broker

Low Down, No Qualifying Financing
Find out More - Call Today!

STAGECOACH TRAILS

40-Acre Ranches from only $19,800
5% Military Discount!

Between Kingman and Lake Havasu City off I-40 at Exit 25

Stagecoach trailS



20                FCP Visions                                                                                                           Spring 2016

This month marks the two-
year anniversary of the unveiling 
of the first F-35 Lightning II to 
arrive at Luke Air Force Base. 

The arrival of the F-35 ush-
ered in a new era of operational 
and mechanical training for the 
base whose primary mission for 
the past 34 years had been to 
train the world’s greatest F-16 
pilots. 

“The F-35 will be the back-
bone of future joint and com-
bined air operations,” said Brig. 
Gen. Scott Pleus, 56th Fighter 
Wing commander. “As the F-35 
draws closer to reaching initial 
operating capability, we will 
continue to train with our part-
ners to operate seamlessly as a 
team in theatre. Luke will carry 
on the vital role of producing the 
world’s greatest, and most lethal, 
F-35 fighter pilots.”

Since its initial arrival, the F-
35 program has grown rapidly. 
Over the last two years 6,100 
flight hours and 4,125 sorties 
have been flown. There are cur-
rently 35 F-35s at Luke with 144 
scheduled to be on the ramp by 
2024. 

One pilot, Lt. Col. Matthew 
Hayden, 56th FW chief of safety, 
started out as an F-35 test pilot 

Two-year anniversary since Lightning II struck Luke
By 56TH  FIGHTER WING

PUBLIC AFFAIRS     

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Ridge Shan
An Italian F-35 Lightning II pilot is met by a 61st Aircraft Maintenance Unit Airman Nov. 5, 2015, 
at Luke Air Force Base, after the pilot flew the first Italian F-35 training mission. 

in 2008 and became the first ac-
tive-duty Air Force fighter pilot 
to surpass 500 flight hours in the 
F-35. His first two years in the 
program were primarily focused 
on planning and designing future 
course material, with much time 
spent in the simulators and meet-
ings with engineers. 

“My first flight didn't happen 
until 2010. It was a very smooth 
transition because of all the time 
and preparation that went into 

my first flight,” Hayden said. 
“So, as I concluded the mis-
sion that pushed me over the 
500-hour mark earlier this year, 
I felt blessed to have had an op-
portunity to be involved in the 
program in various stages and in 
different roles. I'm excited there 
are so many of my fellow pilots 
at Luke that are very close to the 
same personal milestone in their 
F-35 flying experience, but also 
excited to see the program blos-

som with so much success.”
After watching the F-35 pro-

gram evolve over the past eight 
years, Hayden says he thinks 
the future of the F-35 program 
at Luke is promising and excit-
ing. 

“Training fighter pilots has 
been the cornerstone of the Luke 
mission for years, and the tran-
sition to the F-35 enables us to 
utilize our expertise in training, 
airspace, ranges, weather and 

infrastructure of the West Valley 
and catapult the Air Force and 
our F-35 partner nations into the 
fifth generation strike platform 
training environment,” Hayden 
said. “At even the early stages 
of Luke's F-35 training you can 
already see the far-reaching 
impact on the Air Force and the 
entire F-35 enterprise.” 

The F-35 is expected to be 
in service for the next 40 to 50 
years. Hill AFB, Utah, and Eglin 
AFB, Florida, are both sched-
uled to reach initial operational 
capability in 2016. 

It takes thousands of Airmen, 
both on and off the flightline, to 
support the critical mission of 
training the world’s best F-35 
pilots. Pleus is proud to have 
watched his team actively take 
on this new mission and drive it 
forward into the future.

“We’ve taken tremendous 
steps forward the last two years 
developing the Joint Strike 
Fighter program and made his-
tory as we hit important mile-
stones for the F-35,” Pleus said. 
“From training our first class of 
F-35 student pilots, to welcom-
ing new international partners 
at Luke, the hard work and in-
genuity of our Airmen and the 
overwhelming support of the 
community has made these suc-
cesses possible.”
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and all military families
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Luke Air Force Base 
is named for the first 
aviator to receive the 
Medal of Honor, Lt. 
Frank Luke Jr. Born in 
Phoenix in 1897, the 
"Arizona Balloon Bust-
er" scored 18 aerial 
victories during World 
War I (14 of these Ger-
man observation bal-
loons) in the skies over 
France before being 
killed, at age 21, Sept. 
29, 1918. 

In 1940, the U.S. 
Army sent a repre-
sentative to Arizona 
to choose a site for an 
Army Air Corps train-
ing field for advanced 
training in convention-
al fighter aircraft. 

The City of Phoenix 
bought 1,440 acres of 
land, which it leased to 
the government at $1 a 
year, effective March 
24, 1941.

March 29, 1941, Del 
E. Webb Construction 
Co. began excavation 
for the first building 
at what was known 

then as Litchfield Park 
Air Base. Another 
base known as Luke 
Field, in Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, released its 
name when the base 
was transferred to the 
Navy in June 1941, and 
the fledgling Arizona 
base was called Luke 
Field at the request of 
its first commander, Lt. 
Col. Ennis C. White-
head, who went on to 
become a lieutenant 
general as commander 
of Air Defense Com-
mand in 1950. 

The first class of 45 
students, Class 41 F, 
arrived June 6, 1941 to 
begin advanced flight 
training in the AT-6, 
although only a few 
essential buildings had 
been completed. Flying 
out of Sky Harbor Air-
port until the Luke run-
ways were ready, pilots 
received 10 weeks of 
instruction and the first 
class graduated Aug. 
15, 1941. Capt. Barry 
Goldwater served as 

director of ground 
training the following 
year. 

During World War 
II, Luke was the larg-
est fighter training 
base in the Air Corps, 
graduating more than 
12,000 fighter pilots 
from advanced and 
operational courses in 
the AT-6, P-40, P-51 
and P-38, earning the 

nickname, “Home of 
the Fighter Pilot.” By 
Feb. 7, 1944, pilots at 
Luke had achieved a 
million hours of flying 
time. By 1946, how-
ever, the number of 
pilots trained dropped 
to 299 and the base 
was deactivated Nov. 
30 that year. 

Soon after combat 
developed in Korea, 

Luke field was reacti-
vated Feb. 1, 1951 as 
Luke Air Force Base, 
part of the Air Training 
Command under the 
reorganized U.S. Air 
Force. 

Students progressed 
from the P-51 Mus-
tang to the F-84 until 
1964, then the F-104 
Starfighter. Flying 
training at Luke 
changed to the F-100, 
and July 1, 1958, the 
base was transferred 
from Air Training 
Command to Tactical 
Air Command. 

During the 1960s, 
thousands of American 
fighter pilots left Luke 
to carve their niche in 
the annals of Air Force 
history in the skies 
over Vietnam. 

In July 1971, the 
base received the 
F-4C Phantom II and 
assumed its role as 
the main provider of 
fighter pilots for Tacti-
cal Air Command and 
fighter forces world-
wide.

In November 1974, 
the Air Force’s newest 
air superiority fighter, 
the F-15 Eagle, came 
to Luke. It was joined 
in December 1982 by 
the first F-16 Fighting 
Falcon, which offi-
cially began training 
fighter pilots Feb. 2, 
1983. 

Luke units continued 
to set the pace for the 
Air Force. The 58th 
TTW had two squad-
rons - the 312th and 

F-84Cs of the 3600th 
Flying Training Wing

Luke Air Force Base named after Arizona war hero

MORE HISTORY ON 27

Photo courtesy Luke Air Force Base
Second Lt. Frank Luke Jr.was the first aviator to 
receive the Medal of Honor.
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In a recently published article, Forbes.com 
talked with personal finance expert and author of 
"Raising Financially Confident Kids" by Mary 
Hunt. She offered 10 Do’s and Don’ts to teach 
kids about money.

Do: Model Good Money Behavior
Actions speak louder than words and if you 

display healthy financial practices, kids are more 
likely to mirror those practices.

Don’t: Say “We Can’t Afford It”
Hunt warns against this phrase as it could 

cause a child to worry about the family struggling 
financially. She recommends phrases such as 
“We choose not to spend our money that way.”

Do: Involve Kids in Household Shopping
Take your kids to the store to be a part of the 

shopping experience by holding the shopping 

list or coupons and talking about planning ahead 
and shopping for the best price.

Don’t: Take Kids Shopping for Fun
Over-exposing kids to shopping, especially 

leisurely shopping, can encourage consumerism 
and desire for impulse purchases.

Do: Bring Your Kids to Your Financial 
Institution with You

This shows them how financial institutions 
work and opening an account at a young age 
(with parent/guardian supervision, of course) can 
teach them how to manage an account.

Don’t: Use Credit Cards Around Young 
Children

“Cash is very visual, clear cut and not 
confusing,” says Hunt. “Credit sends a mixed 
message to kids.” Using cash to make purchases 

helps them understand the real consequences of 
spending.

Do: Give an Allowance
Although a controversial topic, Hunt believes 

giving kids an allowance helps them learn to 
handle money on their own, teaching them short- 
and long-term saving, good spending habits and 
giving philosophies. 

Don’t: Give Your Kids Loans
When kids have their own money, Hunt 

says, “It’s important they make choices and then 
live with the consequences.” Experiencing the 
negative consequences teaches them to make 
smarter choices.

Do: Talk About Money Regularly and 
Casually

Having casual conversations about money 

shows children that finances are important 
and don’t have to be scary and reinforces 
understanding.

Don’t: Downplay the Importance of 
Money

Show your kids even at an early age that 
handling money in a smart and generous way is 
an important part of a successful life.

Credit Union West’s mission is to enhance 
quality of life for their members and the 
communities they serve. They offer youth 
accounts that make saving and learning 
about money fun and easy for kids. For more 
information, stop by a branch, visit them online 
at www.cuwest.org, or call 602-631-3200, or 
800-621-0287. Federally insured by NCUA.

Raising kids to be financially savvy: 10 Do’s and Don’ts

623.910.7964
Sales & Service

Honest Cars @ Honest Prices

BT1583 3x4 7_2-3 Lucky Used Cars.indd   1 6/25/15   8:56 AM
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PLANES
OF

FAME

�

THIRTY-FIVE
CURRENT
ACTIVELY
FLYING

AIRCRAFT

Visit the museum where aviation history lives!
Be sure to check out our unique gift shop – we have a great

selection of aviation-related gifts.
Open 9am-5pm   Closed on Thanksgiving and Christmas Day

$100 OFF Admission*

*With this Ad. Exp. 6-20-16.

Join our group 
on Facebook

755 MUSTANG WAY
VALLE-WILLIAMS, AZ 86046

25 MILES SOUTH OF THE GRAND CANYON

928-635-1000
PLANES OF FAME • CAL-AERO FIELD

CHINO, CALF.
714-597-3722

www.planesoffame.org

ACTIVE MILITARY 
& DEPENDENTS 

FREE ADMISSION
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Wings of Freedom 
tour lands April 11 at 
Deer Valley Airport

In honor of our 
WWII veterans, the 
Collings Foundation’s 
Wings of Freedom 
Tour brings extremely 
rare bomber and fighter 
aircraft for a local 
living history display 
as part of a 110-city 
nationwide tour.

Participating in the 
Collings Foundation’s 
Wings of Freedom 
Tour, the Boeing B-17 
Flying Fortress “Nine 
O Nine” WWII Heavy 
Bomber, Consolidated 
B-24 Liberator “Witch-
craft” WWII Heavy 
Bomber and P-51 
Mustang fighter, will 
fly into Phoenix Deer 
Valley Airport in Deer 
Valley for a visit April 
11 to 13.  

This is a rare oppor-
tunity to visit, explore, 
and learn more about 
these unique and rare 
treasures of aviation 
history. The B-17 is 
one of only eight in 
flying condition in 
the United States. The 
B-24J and full dual 
control P-51C Mustang 
are the sole remaining 
examples of their type 
flying in the world. The 
B-25 is best known for 
being used in the dar-
ing Doolittle raid. 

Visitors are invited 
to explore the aircraft 
inside and out - $12 
for adults and $6 for 
children under 12 is 
requested for access 
to up-close viewing 
and tours through the 
inside of the aircraft. 
Discounted rates are 
available for school 
groups. 

Visitors may also ex-
perience the once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to 
actually take a 30-min-
ute flight aboard these 
rare aircraft. Flights on 
either the B-17 or B-24 
are $450 per person. 
Get some “stick time” 
in the world’s greatest 
fighter. P-51 flights 
are $2,200 for a half 
hour and $3,200 for a 
full hour. B-25 flights 
are $400 per person. 
For reservations and 
information on flight 
experiences, call 800-

568-8924. 
The tour will be on 

display beginning April 
11 at Phoenix Deer 
Valley Airport in Deer 
Valley at Cutter Avia-
tion, 732 W. Deer Val-
ley Road. The aircraft 
depart after noon April 
13.   

Hours of ground 
tours and display are 
noon through 5 p.m. 
April 11; 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. April 12; and 9 
a.m. to noon April 13. 
The 30-minute flight 
experiences are nor-
mally scheduled before 
and after the ground 
tour times.

The Collings Foun-
dation is a 501(c)3 
non-profit educational 
foundation devoted to 
organizing “living his-
tory” events that allows 
people to learn more 
about their heritage and 
history through direct 
participation. The 
nationwide Wings of 
Freedom tour is cel-
ebrating its 27th year 
and visits an average 
of 110 cities in more 
than 35 states annu-
ally. Since its start, tens 
of millions of people 
have seen the B-17, 
B-24 & P-51 display at 
locations everywhere. 
The tour is one of the 
most extraordinary and 
unique interactive trav-
eling historical displays 
of its kind.

The tour travels 
the nation as a flying 
tribute to the flight 
crews who flew them, 
the ground crews who 
maintained them, the 
workers who built 
them, the soldiers, 
sailors and airmen they 
helped protect; and the 
citizens and families 
that share the freedom 
they helped preserve. 
The B-17, B-25 & B-
24 were the backbone 
of the American effort 
during the war from 
1942 to 1945 and were 
famous for their abil-
ity to sustain damage 
and still accomplish the 
mission. 

MORE WINGS ON 28

accelerate
your future

855.997.7701 • trine.edu/peoria
14100 N. 83rd Avenue • Peoria

accelerate
your future

855.997.7701 • trine.edu/peoria
14100 N. 83rd Avenue • Peoria

accelerate
your future

855.997.7701 • trine.edu/peoria
14100 N. 83rd Avenue • Peoria

The prestige of a
132-year-old institution.
The convenience of a
hometown university.

•  Private, non-profit, fully accredited 
university in the heart of Peoria

•  Small classes and personal interaction 
with industry experts

• Flexible on-campus and online formats
• Low cost, high quality university education
•  Reputable degrees in high-paying 

industries
•  Employment Resource Center assists in 

job placement
•  Transfer student policies that maximize 

your credits
•  Classes in some programs begin every 

eight weeks

Bachelor Programs
Business Administration
     Accounting
     Applied Management
     Finance
     Health Care Management
     Hospitality and Tourism Management
     Human Resource Management
     International Business
     Management
     Marketing
Computer Science
Computer Engineering
Communication
     New Media Production
     Public Relations and Corporate Communication
Criminal Justice
Cybersecurity
Electrical Engineering
Emergency Management 
Design Engineering Technology
General Studies
Psychology

Master Programs
Business Administration
     Finance
     Management
Criminal Justice
     Forensic Psychology
     Law
     Public Administration
Engineering Management
Leadership
     Biomedical Regulatory Affairs
     Business Administration
     Healthcare Systems Studies
     Human Resource Management
     Instructional Leadership – Higher Education
     Sport Management

BD8598 4x12 3_2016_FCP Trine University.indd   1 3/15/16   8:10 AM



26	 FCP Visions	 Spring 2016

CW15434 3x8 3_2016_FCP Sanderson Services.indd   1 3/11/16   12:14 PM

dd ttnneevvAA uurree

antique mall

CW15117 3x8 9_2015_FCP Brass Armadillo.indd   1 9/10/15   9:51 AM

CW15341 3x8 3_2016_FCP CoELM.indd   1 2/23/16   2:54 PM

Stay Connected 

Annual
Luke Shoot-Out
Golf Tournament

th

Benefiting Operation WarmHeart

Presented by

Only $110 per golfer!

Registration fee includes:
Green Fees!

Golf Cart!
Goodie Bag!

After Tournament Lunch! 

Tournament Features
- 4 Person Scramble, 3 Flights
- 4 Hole in One Contests for Prizes 

   Sponsored 
         By:

- 4 Closest to the Pin Contests
- Putting Contest
- Proximity Challenge Hole

Friday, April 8
Falcon Dunes Golf Course 
15100 W. Northern Avenue, Waddell, AZ 85355 
Check In: 6:30 am  Shotgun Start: 7:30 am

Register Online at www.glendaleazchamber.org

CW15300 3x8 3_2016_FCP Glendale Chamber.indd   1 3/8/16   7:44 AM
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314th Tactical Fighter 
Training Squadrons 
- conducting training 
in the newest C and D 
models of the Fight-
ing Falcon. The 405th 
TTW received the 
first E model of the 
F-15 Eagle in 1988 and 
two of its squadrons 
- the 461st and 550th 
- began training in this 
dual-role fighter. 

In July 1987, the 
Reserve function at Luke 
changed when the 302nd 
Special Operations 
Squadron deactivated its 
helicopter function and 
the 944th Tactical Fighter 
Group was activated to 
fly the F-16C/D. 

The early 1990s 
brought significant 
changes to the base. As 
a result of defense re-
alignments, the 312th, 
426th and 550th TFTSs 
were inactivated, as 
were the 832nd Air 
Division and the 405th 
TTW. The F-15A and 
B models were trans-
ferred out, and the 58th 
TTW, being the senior 
wing at Luke, was 

HISTORY: Highly decorated unit, From 22

re-designated the 58th 
Fighter Wing and once 
again became the host 
unit at Luke. 

In April 1994, after 
24 years at Luke, the 
58th Fighter Wing was 
replaced by the 56th as 
part of the Air Force 
Heritage program. Air 
Force officials estab-
lished the program to 

preserve the Air Force 
legacy and its his-
tory during the defense 
drawdown. The 56th 
FW is one of the most 
highly decorated units 
in Air Force history. 
Units flying the F-16 
Fighting Falcon are the 
21st, 61st, 62nd, 308th, 
309th, 310th, and 425th 
Fighter Squadrons.

Luke Field Class of 1943 yearbook

www.azcaf.orgOPEN 7 DAYS 10AM - 4PM 480-924-1940 501(c)(3) 
©Commemorative Air Force Airbase 
Arizona

Get up-close-and-personal with Bombers 
and authentic Warbirds at the Commemo-
rative Air Force Airbase Arizona Museum.  
Strap yourself into the Bombadier’s seat 
and soar into the thrill ride of a lifetime.

Tour 55,000 square feet of planes, war ar-
tifacts and exhibits.  Ask a Docent about 
blood chits. Learn of aviation battles won 
and lost as our mechanics bring muscular, 
historic  engines to life.  Peruse through all 
the cool stuff in our Museum Gift Shop.

Steely guts, grit, and blood chits. 

CW15436 6x8 3_2016_FCP CAF.indd   1 3/11/16   10:09 AM

Local Coverage
Where You Work,
Play & Live
Keep up with all the latest news, shopping and service
specials, education, sports, new businesses, community
events, politics, features, job openings, cars and homes
for sale and so much more.

Get 52 weekly issues for just $25
Renew your subscription now for $20, Seniors $15

To advertise or subscribe call 623-842-6000

The Glendale Star
glendalestar.com

BT1615 3x8 Glendale Star_Local Coverage.indd   2 1/4/16   7:22 AM
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Despite the risks of 
anti-aircraft fire, at-
tacking enemy fighters, 
and the harrowing en-
vironment of sub-zero 
temperatures, many 
B-17s and B-24s safely 
brought their crews 
home. The P-51 Mus-
tang was affectionately 
known as the bombers 
“Little Friend” – sav-
ing countless crews 

from attacking axis 
fighters. 

After the war, many 
aircraft were scrapped 
for their raw aluminum 
to rebuild a nation in 
post-war prosperity, 
and therefore, very few 
were spared. The rarity 
of the B-17, B-25, B-
24 and P-51 - and their 
importance to telling 
the story of WWII is 
why the Collings Foun-
dation continues to fly 
and display the aircraft 

nationwide. At each 
location, local veterans 
and their families are 
encouraged to visit and 
share their experiences 
and stories with the 
public. For aviation en-
thusiasts, the tour pro-
vides opportunity for 
the museum to come to 
the visitor and not the 
other way around. Visi-
tors can find out more 
by visiting the website 
at www.collingsfoun-
dation.org.

WINGS: 
From 25 Look for 

Jack Link's 
Screamin' 
Sasquatch 
at the 2016 

Luke Air 
Force Base 

airshow
April 2 and 3

Koppy’s
Body Shop
Koppy’s
Body Shop

H Auto Body Repair and Painting; all makes and models
H 24 hour Towing and Recovery service
H Authorized bill pay center for all utility companies
H U-Haul truck rental on site
H  Sun City Radiator now located in Koppy’s Body Shop

Full service; new installation, lifetime warranty, 
fuel tank and radiator repair

H Free pickup and delivery
H  Direct bill to insurance

companies, with prior approval
H  Certified Smart Start of

AZ ignition interlock installer

623.977.3311
11202 W. Michigan Avenue

Youngtown
www.Koppys.com

Now Celebrating 45 years serving
the communities! Established 1971

Support theValley View FoodBank. On GrandAve. in El Mirage,
Next to Food City.

Koppy’s

CW15423 3x4 3_2016_FCP Koppys Body Shop.indd   1 3/16/16   8:00 AM
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Hyundai

HYUNDAI SERVICE
SUPER SAVER... $PEND:
$150 - $200………..Get $20 OFF!
$201 - $250…………Get $25 OFF!
$251 - $300…………Get $30 OFF!
$301- $400…………Get $40 OFF!
$400 or MORE……Get $50 OFF!

EARNHARDT HYUNDAI

“NO BULL”   SINCE 1951

SCHEDULING 623-388-5858 or EarnhardtHyundai.com

10401 W. PAPAGO FWY. AVONDALE, AZ 85323

*Not valid with any other offer. Must present this at time of purchase. Limit 1 /person. 
  Offer does not apply to prior purchase. Other restrictions may apply. Valid at Earnhardt 
  Hyundai in Avondale. Offer herein exp 07/31/16

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

$59 10%95

*Must present coupon at time of write up. May not be combined with 
any other offer or special. Up to 5 quarts. Synthetic oil slightly higher.
valid at Earnhardt Hyundai in Avondale. Limit 1 per customer. 
Tax and environmental fees extra. Expires 07/31/16

CABIN FILTER
AND AIR FILTER

* Tax & environmental fees extra. Not valid with any other offer. Must present this at 
time of purchase.Limit 1 /person. Offer does not apply to prior purchase. Other restric-  
tions may apply. Offer exp 07/31/2016. valid at Earnhardt Hyundai in Avondale.

Installed

INCLUDES:
Complimentary multi-point

inspection,  wash & vacuum.

$2495

Mon: Senior Day
Tues: Armed Forces Day
(active duty or retired ID required)
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Max discount $100.OFF

(I-10 & 99th Avenue, in the Avondale Automall)

GET A FREE OIL CHANGE
BUY 4 OIL CHANGES | GET THE 5TH FREE

Bring in 2 Canned Goods & receive a discount on your service bill
in support of the “You Matter Ministries Homeless Shelter”

Schedule an Appointment today! 623-388-5858
or on-line at EarnhardtHyundai.com

CW15281 3x8 3_2016_FCP Earnhardt.indd   1 3/10/16   11:52 AM

20%* OFF
60 & 90 MINUTE

MASSAGE
*With this coupon. Exp. 6-20-16

www.precision-massage.com

Located in the Basha’s shopping plaza next to the UPS store.

20403 n Lake Pleasant rd., ste. 119, Peoria, aZ 85382
602-714-9077

At Precision Massage 
we address specific 
pain & functional 
conditions with 
Neuromuscular 

Therapy.
• Accurate Assessment
• Precise Treatment
• Stellar Results
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West Valley 
neighbors share 
long and storied 

past worth 
celebrating

In honor of their 75th 
anniversary, The Wigwam 
owners, management and 
staff would like to say 
happy birthday and con-
gratulations to their neigh-
bor, Luke Air Force Base 
(LAFB) and look back on 
their many years together, 
including the forging of a 
wartime partnership.

“The Wigwam and Luke 
Air Force Base were estab-
lished back when both 
our outposts were sur-
rounded by cotton fields 
and tumbleweeds,” said 
Greg Gooding, general 
manager/area managing 
director at the Wigwam. 
“Today, we’re surrounded 
by freeways and a bustling 
metropolis, and yet our 
connection is as strong as 
ever. We of The Wigwam 
celebrate Luke’s special 
day and to 75 more years 
of friendship and sup-
port.”

The Wigwam, in op-
eration for more than 86 
years, is steeped in his-
tory and award-winning 
traditions. A big part of 
that history has been the 
strong, multifaceted re-
lationship with Luke Air 
Force Base. 

Luke Airfield was es-
tablished in 1941 as a 
training site for conven-
tional fighter aircrafts. 
During World War II, 
Luke graduated more than 
12,000 fighter pilots from 
advanced and operational 
courses and surpassed one 
million hours of flying 
time, making it the larg-
est fighter training base 
in the Army Air Forces. 
Many residents even call 
Luke “Home of the Fighter 
Pilot” and point to it as a 
matter of civic pride.

Meanwhile, The Wig-
wam had expanded from 
its original nine holes of 
golf and 24 guest rooms in 
1929 to 18 holes and 110 
guest rooms in 1941. De-
spite their expansion, The 
Wigwam saw a greater 
calling for their growing 
guest ranch. 

For the entirety of 
World War II, The Wig-
wam leased all of its 110 
guest rooms to house mili-
tary personnel training 
at Luke, providing the 
comforts of home for these 
brave pilots before they set 

out to defend the United 
States of America. 

“Honoring and sup-
porting our troops has 
always been a huge part 
of The Wigwam’s philoso-
phy,” said Tom O’Malley, 
chief operating officer at 
JDM Partners. “There is 
no greater example than 
what happened here during 
World War II.”

Today, that devotion 
to support military lives 
on as the Wigwam hosts 
The Patriot All-America 
– a collegiate golf tourna-
ment which honors fallen 
soldiers with commemora-
tive golf bags. The “trophy 
bag” for this tournament 
commemorates Frank 
Luke, the namesake for 
LAFB.

For more information 
on the Wigwam, visit 
www.wigwamarizona.
com, or call 623-935-3811, 
or 800-327-0396. Connect 
on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram.

About the Wigwam
Designated as a "His-

toric Hotel of America,” 
the Wigwam is an iconic 
Arizona landmark award-
ed AAA Four-Diamond 
property status for 13 
consecutive years and a 
member of the Preferred 
Hotel Group’s Lifestyle 
Collection. 

The Wigwam recently 
completed a $20 million, 
multi-phase renovation 
– including new interior 
décor, a new pool complex 
with both adult and family 
areas, new restaurants and 
bars featuring al fresco din-
ing and entertaining areas, 
and a variety of new social 
areas and event lawns. The 
resort celebrated 86 years 
Nov. 28.

Situated on an estate-
like setting, The Wigwam 
spans more than 440 acres 
and features 331 casita-
style guest rooms, includ-
ing 72 suites, crafted from 
distinctive adobe archi-
tecture. The only resort in 
Arizona to offer 54 holes 
of championship golf on-
site, The Wigwam also 
features a 26,000-square-
foot Elizabeth Arden Red 
Door Spa, four pools, and 
five restaurants and bars. 

The Wigwam invites 
guests to create new tradi-
tions and lasting memo-
ries by participating in a 
variety of activities from 
morning nature walks to 
cooking classes, wine-tast-
ing events and more.

TripAdvisor has rec-
ognized the Wigwam in 

its Hall of Fame for five 
consecutive years of re-
ceiving its Certificate of 
Excellence, most recently 
in 2015. The Wigwam 
is located in the affluent 
community of Litchfield 
Park– just 15 miles west 
of downtown Phoenix.  
Litchfield Park was named 
the best city in Arizona 
in which to live by on-
line real estate brokerage, 
Movoto.

The Wigwam salutes Luke 
AFB on its 75th anniversary

The Wigwam has evolved into a thriving luxury resort during its storied history, 
which includes a strong relationship with its neighbor, Luke Air Force Base.

Crown Charter School
623-535-9300  * www.crownschool.com

Family values are embraced.  We are a uniform school.
 We dress for success.

Education is 
joyous 

and filled with 
personal 
guidance

and praise

1st-6th Grade - FREE
1/2 day K- Free
Full Day K - Fee

Extended Hours
Available - Fee 

Late K Birthday OK

Academ
ic L

eading Edge

Educational Excellence

 Family
Fun Days 

 12450 W. Maryland, Ave * Litchfield Park * AZ * 85340

Our goal is to inspire our students to move 
beyond standard academic  expectation  

into  practical  application and use of more 
critical thinking life skills.

REGISTER 
NOW!! 
Limited

Enrollment.

Accelerated  Program

We are in the business of 
developing human 

intelligence.

Thank you for 
serving our 

country.
Now let us 
serve you.

REGISTER
NOW!! 
Limited

Enrollment.

We are proud to announce
That Crown Charter School is rated

By the 
Arizona Department of Education
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Aircraft currently flying 
missions in the Air Force 
can trace their origins back 
to three warbirds that will be 
exhibited at Luke AFB April 
2-3, 2016.

CAF Airbase Arizona 
will bring a B-17 Flying 
Fortress, B-25 Mitchell and 
C-47 Skytrain to display for 
the public from their living 
history museum complex 
located in the East Valley.

The B-17 Flying Fortress was the first 
heavy bomber produced by the U.S. and 
was so successful in the Allied victory 
during World War II that heavy bomber 
development continues to this day. The B-
52, B-1 and B-2 are all heavy bombers that 
can trace their lineage to the iconic B-17. 
While over 12,000 B-17s were produced up 
until 1945, less than 12 are still airworthy 
today.  Sentimental Journey is one of very 
few B-17s restored to authentic combat 
configuration.

The B-25 Mitchell medium bomber was 
the ‘sports car’ of bombers and credited 
with pioneering multi-role, close air support 
tactics. So versatile, it was chosen to fly 
the famous Doolittle Raid against Imperial 
Japan after the surprise attack on Pearl 
Harbor in 1941. The USAF’s A-10 Warthog 
and F-35 Lightning have ‘tactical DNA’ 
that traces back to the gutsy B-25. Maid 
in the Shade is a WWII combat veteran of 
missions in the Mediterranean Theater and 
is in authentic combat configuration as the 
B-25J version of the aircraft.

The C-47 Skytrain is the unsung hero 

of WWII and credited by General Dwight 
D. Eisenhower as one of the top weapons 
used in the war – noting there is no offensive 
power without logistics. Still true today, 
the modern and mighty C-17 Globemaster 
owes its prominence and muscle to this first 
cargo aircraft for the military. The C-47 
appearing at the airshow is also a WWII 
combat veteran that flew with the 60th 
Troop Carrier Group in Southern Europe 
-- earning a Distinguished Unit Citation 
in the process. From airborne troops, life-
sustaining cargo, inserting mules and small 
artillery at mountain air strips in the dark 
and rescuing downed airmen – Old Number 
30 survived the War and was purchased 
by the Commemorative Air Force (CAF) 
in 2015.

All three of these aircraft are based at 
CAF Airbase Arizona in Mesa and are part 
of its living history programs which include 
museum exhibits, flight experiences and 
appearances at community events in North 
America. Open year-round, the museum 
has been rated the No. 1 attraction in the 
East Valley by TripAdvisor.com. For more 
information, visit www.azcaf.org.

Historic Warbirds featured at Luke Air Show

Building stronger communities through 
our support of local nonprofits.

HOPE.
Delivering

srpnet.com/community
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Life Gets
Wild Here.

Introducing new rides in the new Adventureland including an 
exhilarating 100 foot high Vertigo Swing, exciting family Roller 
Coaster, breathtaking Soaring Eagle Zip Line and a fun Flying 
Scooter. All centered around new exhibits featuring Bears, 
Buffalo, Javalinas, Bobcats, Mountain Lions, monkeys and more.

$5 0ff Admission Per Person
$20 Value (Limit 4)

Not valid with any other discounts or offers

Arizona’s Ultimate, Year-Round
Family Fun Destination.

Arizona’s Largest Collection
of Exotic Animals.

Northern Ave. and
the 303 Freeway

623-935-WILD (9453)
WildlifeWorld.com

Follow us @Wildlife World Zoo

Safari Train Ride • Soaring Eagle Zip Line • Australian Boat Ride • Kids Carousel • Flying Scooter • Safari Tram Ride
Wildlife Skyride • Roller Coaster • Vertigo Swing • Log Flume Ride and Shows!
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exhilarating 100 foot high Vertigo Swing, exciting family Roller 
Coaster, breathtaking Soaring Eagle Zip Line and a fun Flying 
Scooter. All centered around new exhibits featuring Bears, 
Buffalo, Javalinas, Bobcats, Mountain Lions, monkeys and more.

$5 0ff Admission Per Person
$20 Value (Limit 4)

Not valid with any other discounts or offers

Arizona’s Ultimate, Year-Round
Family Fun Destination.

Arizona’s Largest Collection
of Exotic Animals.

Northern Ave. and
the 303 Freeway

623-935-WILD (9453)
WildlifeWorld.com

Follow us @Wildlife World Zoo

Safari Train Ride • Soaring Eagle Zip Line • Australian Boat Ride • Kids Carousel • Flying Scooter • Safari Tram Ride
Wildlife Skyride • Roller Coaster • Vertigo Swing • Log Flume Ride and Shows!

Life Gets
Wild Here.

Introducing new rides in the new Adventureland including an 
exhilarating 100 foot high Vertigo Swing, exciting family Roller 
Coaster, breathtaking Soaring Eagle Zip Line and a fun Flying 
Scooter. All centered around new exhibits featuring Bears, 
Buffalo, Javalinas, Bobcats, Mountain Lions, monkeys and more.

$5 0ff Admission Per Person
$20 Value (Limit 4)

Not valid with any other discounts or offers

Arizona’s Ultimate, Year-Round
Family Fun Destination.

Arizona’s Largest Collection
of Exotic Animals.

Northern Ave. and
the 303 Freeway

623-935-WILD (9453)
WildlifeWorld.com

Follow us @Wildlife World Zoo

Safari Train Ride • Soaring Eagle Zip Line • Australian Boat Ride • Kids Carousel • Flying Scooter • Safari Tram Ride
Wildlife Skyride • Roller Coaster • Vertigo Swing • Log Flume Ride and Shows!

THE CITY OF SURPRISE IS PROUD

HAPPY

LUKE AIR FORCE BASE!

surpriseaz.gov

TO HAVE YOU FLYING OUR SKIES.
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*Limited Services for DoD Civilians and their families

WE’RE NEVER THE WRONG PLACE TO GO!
MILITARY MEMBERS, DOD CIVILIANS*,  & FAMILIES
SERVICES AVAILABLE:
• Tr ansition Services (Active Duty to Civilian) 

o Mandatory Separation\Retirement\TAMP Briefing 
o Mandatory 5 Day Department of Labor 
TAP Employment Workshop 
o Employment Assistance 
o SBA quarterly Boots to Business Workshop 
o Higher Education Training 
o Quarterly Resume Writing Classes to include Federal Resumes

•  Discovery Center - Resources for relocations, transition,  
employment, housing, schools, and more!

•  AMVETS – Provides medical records screening  
and assistance with VA disability claims

• P ersonal Development Information & Resources 
o Check out LukeIDS.com  
(Integrated Delivery System)

• Military & Family Life Consultant 
   Assistance
•  Financial Counseling Education
•  Relocation & Sponsorship Services
•  School Liaison Officer - Addresses 

educational issues involving 
military children and 
youth in the local 
school community

AIRMAN & FAMILY
READINESS CENTER

Yearly Career Fair heldEach Fall

Contact us for further information: (623) 856-6550
Email: 56fss.fsfr@luke.af.mil • Website: LukeIDS.com

7282 N. 137th Ave. Bldg.1113 Luke AFB, AZ. 85309
“We’re never the wrong place to go!”

5 Day
Dept. of Labor

TAP Employment

Workshop held

Monthly

RR0374 3x8 12_2015_FCP Family_Airman.indd   1 11/23/15   3:11 PM

Get 52 weekly issues for just $25
Renew your subscription now for $20, Seniors $15

To advertise or subscribe call 623-842-6000

Peoria Times
peoriatimes.com

Looking for 
something to 

do with the 
kids?

Want to find this week’s
best shopping deals?

Curious about the latest
local developments?

We have you covered with locally
focused coverage of everything

from jobs, politics and education
to sports, shopping, dining,

entertainment and more.
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Air show hours 
and dates
April 2 and 3

9 a.m. - Gates open
11 a.m. - Aerial 
demonstrations

5 p.m. - Gates close

Admission is free
General admission is free. VIP tickets are available. 

Tickets include exclusive access to the VIP tent, where 
you can watch aerial demonstrations from a comfortable 
venue, private restrooms, food, drinks throughout the 
day and a parking pass for the VIP parking area.

Prohibited items
All visitors are subject to search by Security Forces 

and will not be allowed to pass through security with 
any of the following items:

- Weapons of any kind, including pocket knives, pock-
et tools, scissors, box cutters, billy clubs, large-heavy 
chain-link jewelry or belts, mace and pepper spray

- Firearms of any type
- Toys that resemble firearms
- Fireworks
- Spray paint and silly string
- Outside food
- Glass containers of any kind
- Alcohol
- Illegal drugs
- Bicycles
- Skateboards, heelies, roller skates or roller blades
- Coolers
- Backpacks/rucksacks
- Pets
- Medical marijuana

Air show parking
During the 2016 Luke Air Force Base Air Show, 75 

Years of Airpower, the 56th Security Forces Squadron 
and their Law Enforcement Partners would like to mini-
mize traffic congestion and provide spectators and Luke 
personnel quick access to the base and parking areas. 
The following information will help you plan your travel 
to the base and guide you to one of three parking areas: 
Park & Walk (Lot A: located at Litchfield and Glendale), 
Park & Ride (Lot B: located at Litchfield and Olive), 
and Handicapped.

Parking Lot A and B will both have a $10 parking fee 
(CASH ONLY) for cars. People parking in Parking Area 
“B” will be shuttled to and from the base, while Parking 
Area “A” will be a park and walk lot only.

Parking lot 'A'
Park your vehicle and walk to the airfield.
From I-10, proceed northbound on either Dysart Road 

or Litchfield Road.
If using Dysart Road, turn left (west) onto Glendale 

Ave and proceed to Parking Lot “A.” If using Litchfield 
Road, continue northbound until you are directed to 
Parking Lot “A.”

From the 101, exit on Glendale Ave.
Proceed west towards Litchfield Road until you are 

directed to Parking Lot “A.”
There is no handicapped parking in this lot.

Parking lot 'B'
Park your vehicle and ride a chartered bus to the air-

field. Please note that there is no access to this lot from 
Northern Parkway.

U.S. Air Force Thunder-
birds burst up into the 
sky in a demonstration 
of skills. Attendees 
at the airshow April 2 
and 3 at Luke Air Force 
Base will see similar 
demonstrations. The 
show is free and open 
to the public.

Photo courtesy 
U.S. Air Force 

Burst 
of 

power
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Static displays
Military Airframes: 
� F-16 
� F-35 
� F-15 
� KC-135 
� C-17 
� B-1 
� T-38 
� T-6 
� EF-18 

Civilian Airframes: 
� B-17 
� B-25 
� A-26 

� C-47 
� C-45 
� T-33 
� TBM Avenger

AIRSHOW: From 1

10-30%
OFF

Inside Units
With this coupon.

Not valid with any other offer.

NEED MORE SPACE?

LARGE COMMERCIAL SIZES • BOATS & RVs

10812 N. Bullard Ave., Surprise
623-584-1404 • gabrielaministorage.com

Gabriela Mini &
RV Storage

Bell Rd.

Cactus Rd.

Peoria Ave.Re
em

s R
d.

Bu
lla

rd
 A

ve
.N

A/C & Non A/C Units • 24 Hour Surveillance Cameras
Computer Controlled Security Gate • Units Are Fire Alarmed & Have Sprinklers

Units Are Burglar Alarmed • Free RV Dump Stations For Renters

Gabriela Mini &
RV Storage

NEW SPECIAL
$66.50

per month
10’ x 10’
Inside Unit
Not valid with any other offer.

Plus An Additional

10% OFF
For Active
Military

Personnel
Must show Military ID

CW15279 4x6 3_2016_FCP Gabriela Mini Storage.indd   1 3/10/16   12:24 PM
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From the east: Take Loop 101 
to Olive Avenue exit; proceed west 
on Olive to Litchfield Road. Turn 
left (south) on Litchfield to access 
the parking lot on the right.

From the west: From Cotton 
Lane and Olive, (no access from 
Loop 303) proceed eastbound on 
Olive to Litchfield. Turn right 
(south) on Litchfield to access 
the parking lot on the right.

Visitors from the Southeast 
Valley using westbound I-10 are 
encouraged to take the Loop 101 
exit, and proceed northbound 
following the above instructions 

(from the east).
Visitors from the northwest 

(Sun City/Surprise area):
Proceed southbound on Li-

tchfield to Olive. Turn right into 
Parking Lot “B” south of the 
intersection.

Handicap parking
Please ensure you have a 

state issued handicap license 
plate or placard. No one will be 
allowed through the traffic con-
trol points or into the handicap 
parking without the proper state 
issued handicap license plate or 

placard. ADA parking on base 
is limited. We cannot guarantee 
on-base ADA parking once our 
lots are at capacity.

Handicap Visitors from the 
Surprise/Sun City area:
Use southbound Loop 303. 

Exit at the Northern Parkway 
and proceed to Litchfield. At Li-
tchfield, officers will verify your 
plate or placard; you will then 
turn right (south) on Litchfield  
and proceed to the north gate 
on your right, turn right (west) 
into north gate – follow “ After 

entering the north gate” instruc-
tions below.

**Northern Parkway users 
will not be allowed to turn on 
Litchfield.** 

Handicap visitors from 
Goodyear/Avondale area:
Use northbound Dysart until 

you reach Northern Parkway.  
Turn left (west) on Northern 
Parkway and proceed until you 
reach Litchfield. At Litchfield, 
officers will verify your plate 
or placard; you will then turn 
left (south) on Litchfield and 

proceed to the north gate on your 
right, turn right (west) into north 
gate – follow “After entering the 
North Gate” instructions below.

All other handicap visitors:
Exit off of the Loop 101 at 

Northern. Proceed westbound 
on Northern (will turn into the 
Northern Parkway at Dysart) 
until you reach Litchfield.  At 
Litchfield, officers will verify 
your plate or placard; you will 
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Having one special person  
for your car, home and life 
insurance lets you get down  
to business with the rest of  
your life. It’s what I do.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Look no further.

1101201.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,  

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

DEPENDABLE and 
KNOWLEDGEABLE  
agent seeks customers 
looking for real 
PROTECTION and long 
term RELATIONSHIP.

SINGLE, ARTSY LADY SEEKS 
SINGLE ARTSY GUY. If you love 
painting, decorating, baking and 

FATHER OF EIGHT seeks 
energetic lady. Must love 
kids, be fit and ready to jump 
in and join the fun. Military 
training would be helpful.

ADVENTUROUS CAT LOVER 
seeks adventurous cat owner.  
Please be employed and willing 
to relocate. Especially fond of 
black and white tuxedo cats. 
All responses will be answered. 
Looking for that Purrr-fect match. 

GRANOLA EATING, CAMP 
LOVING, WORLD TRAVELER 
seeks woman of my dreams.
Must be fit and love spending days 
and nights outdoors in the middle of 

Yvonne Knaack CLU, Agent
5525 West Glendale Avenue, Ste 101

Glendale, AZ  85301
Bus: 623-937-3311

yvonne.knaack.gf8y@statefarm.com
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Look for us atthe air show!
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Is Your Boat Ready
for the Season?

VALLEY
Over 50 Years of Guaranteed Professional Service

MARINE

Call Us!
623-931-9159
623-247-0355
Hours of operation

MON. - FRI. 8 AM - 5 PM
SAT. 9AM - 12 NOON

Pre-Season Special – 30% Off All Services!

Largest
Parts and

Accessories

100s of
Used Boats
and Motors

Visit Us!

51
st

 A
ve

.

53
rd

 A
ve

.

Glendale Ave.

Glenn Ave.

Valley

N

7018 n. 53rd ave.
Glendale, aZ 85301

Visit Valley Marine…Your FAST • AFFORDABLE • BOATING EXPERTS
www.valleymarinearizona.com
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CHANDLERGILBERT | ESTRELLA MOUNTAIN | GATEWAY | GLENDALE | MARICOPA SKILL CENTER | MESA
PARADISE VALLEY | PHOENIX | RIO SALADO | SCOTTSDALE | SOUTH MOUNTAIN | SOUTHWEST SKILL CENTER

The Maricopa County Community College District is an EEO/AA institution and an equal opportunity employer of 
protected veterans and individuals with disabilities. Glendale Community Collegeis accredited by The Higher Learning 
Commission a member of the North Central Association • www.ncahigherlearningcommission.org • 

BELIEVING IN 
YOUR DREAMS 
SINCE 1965. 

WWW.GCCAZ.EDU    623.845.3333

1965 - 2015

CW14192 2x6 3_2015_FCP GCC No3.indd   1 8/1/14   2:28 PM
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then turn left (south) on 
Litchfield Road and pro-
ceed to the north gate 
located on your right, turn 
right (west) into north gate 
– follow “After entering 
the North Gate” instruc-
tions below after enter-
ing the North Gate.  All 
handicap personnel follow 
the posted signs to their 
designated parking areas 
once on base.

Note: All vehicles enter-
ing Luke AFB are subject 

to search. Failure to con-
sent to search may result in 
the denial of entry of that 
vehicle onto the base.

Luke personnel:
Luke personnel will be 

allowed access to the base 
prior to 0800 on both days 
of the open house. After 
8 a.m., the west side of 
the base will be closed to 
vehicle traffic unless you 
have an air show pass. The 
east side (BX/Commis-

sary/Housing) will be open 
for normal business. Traffic 
going to the east side must 
use Kachina gate and be 
prepared to show your 
military ID to the police of-
ficers to be allowed access. 
All road closures will be in 
place by 8 a.m.

Traffic around 
the base:

Glendale Avenue will 
be closed just east of Li-
tchfield, which will be 

closed off just south of 
Glendale and just south of 
Lightning gate. Litchfield 
will be closed from Luke 
AFB to Peoria Avenue. 
Litchfield will be closed 
from Camelback Road to 
Luke AFB, with the excep-
tion of traffic parking in 

Lot “A,” no through traffic 
will be allowed. Northern 
will be completely closed 
between Reems Road and 
Dysart. Handicap placard 
and plate holders can only 
access the base from the 
north at Litchfield and 
Olive.

AIRSHOW: Entry at North Gate, From 33

Photos courtesy U.S. Army Golden Knights
Soldiers in the Golden Knights perform preci-
sion parachute dives and aerobatics during their 
shows.

The Golden Knights have conducted more than 
16,000 shows in 50 states and 48 countries. They 
perform at more than 100 events per year.

U.S. Army Golden Knights
Golden Knights are Army soldiers first, but they also 

have a unique history and creed that sets them apart.

History of Golden Knights
In 1959, 19 Airborne soldiers from various military 

units formed the Strategic Army Command Parachute 
Team (STRAC). Brigadier General Joseph Stilwell 
Jr. gathered the soldiers with the intent of competing 
in the relatively new sport of skydiving, which at that 
time was dominated by the Soviet Union. That year, the 
U.S. Army team began representing the United States 
on the international competition circuit, and performed 
their first demonstration in Danville, Va. Two years 
later, the Department of Defense announced that the 
STRAC team would become the United States Army 
Parachute Team.

By 1962, the team earned the nickname the “Golden 
Knights.” “Golden” signified the gold medals the team 
had won, while “Knights” alluded to the team’s ambition 
to conquer the skies. 

Since then, the Golden Knights have conducted more 
than 16,000 shows in 50 states and 48 countries, reach-
ing an average of 60,000 people per show. The team has 
earned the U.S. Army 2,148 gold, 1,117 silver, and 693 
bronze medals in national and international competition. 
Team members have also broken 348 world records.  

The Golden Knights are one of only three Department 
of Defense-sanctioned aerial demonstration teams, along 
with the U.S. Navy Blue Angels and the U.S. Air Force 
Thunderbirds. The team is composed of approximately 
95 men and women, which includes four parachute units, 
an aviation unit and a headquarters. The demonstration 
teams, which use five dedicated aircraft, perform at more 
than 100 events per year. The tandem section is known 
for taking soldiers, celebrities and heads of state on 
jumps, and the competition section focuses on winning 
national and international skydiving events.
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vmimobilitycenter.com  |  5058 S 40th Street, Phoenix, AZ 85040  |  (602) 385-5999

VMI Mobility Center is your 
one-stop mobility shop!
• VMI wheelchair vans
• Full-size lifts
• Scooter lifts
• Adaptive equipment
• Service for all the above!
We service all brands of wheelchair vans!

CW15433 4x6 3_31_2016_FCP VMI.indd   1 3/11/16   12:21 PM
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FREE OIL CHANGE 
ON GM VEHICLES 
FOR VETERANS & 
ACTIVE MILITARY 

EVERY FRIDAY!

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED  SINCE 1955

Over $35,000 invested to our retired and active Military in 2015.

We roll out the red carpet treatment 
every Friday for our Retired & Active 

Military personal and offer them free 
oil changes to show our appreciation. 

COURTESY
CHEVROLET

602-814-0265 • COURTESYCHEV.COM
1233 E. Camelback Road, Phoenix, AZ 85014

*This FREE oil change offer is on GM products only. Non- GM vehicles at extra charge.  Diesel & Synthetic oil available with extra charge. Up to 5 Quarts of Convention oil.

*

COURTESY
CHEVROLET

COURTESY CHEVROLET  | SAVINGS COUPON

$500 OFF
Your next new or used 
vehicle purchase. 
Combine this coupon 
with all qualified 
Factory Rebates.

May not be combined with all offers. See Courtesy Chevrolet for more details.
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Proud to be voted the

#1 PRODUCTION
HOMEBUILDER

3 Years Running

Visit Any of Our West Valley Communities  
and Let Us Show You Our Best Service

You’ll see why Taylor Morrison has won the Ranking Arizona 

“Top Homebuilder” for three consecutive years!

taylormorrison.com  |  480.346.1738
If you are a member of the active or retired military, law enforcement, firefighting, healthcare or education professions, Taylor Morrison (Phoenix), want to show our appreciation with up to 1% of the base price 
in Home Town Hero Savings! *Limited time Home Town Hero offer valid for cash or financed buyers for their primary residence. Available to individuals currently employed or retired as military personnel, law 
enforcement personnel, firefighters, healthcare professionals and educators. Must present valid written verification of employment (such as pay stub or military ID card) at time of contract execution. Valid for 
qualified buyers on new inventory or to-be-built new home contracts entered into as of 3/17/16-12/31/16 only. Super Hero Savings of up to 1% of the base price may be applied towards Design Studio Options on 
To-be-Built Homes or on Inventory homes. Any unused amount not used as described will be forfeited. All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, 
standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings, tax rates and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change, or delay 
without notice. The program is not available outside of the Phoenix Division of Taylor Morrison and cannot be combined with any other offer unless expressly set forth in your Purchase Agreement. For financed 
buyers, Lender’s restrictions on Home Town Hero incentive may apply for certain loan programs. Taylor Morrison reserves the right to change, extend or discontinue the Program at any time or retract the offer 
should buyer not meet eligibility requirements. Additional details and restrictions may apply. Not an offering in any state where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Prices may not include lot premiums, 
upgrades and options. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © March 2016, Taylor Morrison of Arizona, Inc. All rights reserved.

ZERO DOWN  •  NO PMI 
FANTASTIC INTEREST RATES

Giving more to  
the people who  
give the most.
Now is the time to take advantage 

of your VA loan eligibility and let 

Taylor Morrison help you find the 

dream home you deserve.

A Special Offer for Our Local Heroes

Taylor Morrison would like to honor the men and 

women in our community who enrich our lives every 

day with their service by offering our local heroes an 

additional 1% of the base price* of their new home 

to spend in our Design Studio.

Ask about our... 

PUBLIC SERVICE

REWARDS
–

P R O G R A M*


