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Get ready for Luke Days 2020

By FCP Staff

Luke Days, the premier air show in the Phoenix
area, is returning March 21-22, 2020.

The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds demonstration
team will headline the free event throughout the two-
day show.

“Mark your calendars now because we can’t wait
to host you in 2020,” Brig. Gen. Todd Canterbury,
56th Fighter Wing commander, said. “Luke Days
is our chance to open up our gates and welcome
the community on base to see their U.S. military
up close. We love hosting you as a small thank
you for the amazing support you give us year after
year.”

More than 250,000 attendees enjoyed the 2018
event, making it one of the most highly-attended
events in Arizona.

Stay tuned to the Luke Air Force Base social media
accounts and website for updates on performers, ap-
pearances and other details.

Questions can be directed to the Luke AFB Public
Affairs Office at 623-856-6011 or 56fw.pa@us.af.
mil. m
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Heritage jets fly high in a demonstration at Luke Days 2016. The airshow returns in 2020. (Photo special to FCP Visions)

Fighter Country Partnership makes holidays bright for Airman

By Bill Johnston
Program Director, Fighter Country Partnership

Tis the Season! That has been the topic of conver-
sation in the Fighter Country Partnership office these
days. This is always a great time to be part of Fighter
Country Partnership because we have several events
that are very fulfilling to be part of and one of the
reasons | truly enjoy working for this organization.
Two of those are what | would like to showcase to-
day. Those are the Dorm Dweller Holiday Party and
Operation Santa.

The Dorm Dweller Holiday Party has been around
for the past seven or eight years and is a celebration
of those airmen who are living in the base dormito-

ries. These airmen are young; mostly 18 to 20 years
old with most of them away from home for the first
time. This party is simply a positive distraction for
these young men and women.

During their workdays, these airmen are maintain-
ing multi-million-dollar aircraft, working to secure
the installation, tending to the medical care of thou-
sands of military and family members and all the
other important jobs that these airmen do day in and
day out.

For this party, we bring in a team of Best Buy
employees to run a big video game tournament and

HOlidays.‘.continued on page 2

For the Dorm Dweller Holiday Party, Fighter Country Part-
nership brought in a team of Best Buy employees to run
a big video game tournament and soon, there were well
over 100 in the Airmen’s Community Center. (Photos courte-
sy Fighter Country Partnership)
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HOlidays...continued from page 1

enough pizza, sandwiches, cookies,
and cakes to feed an army. Airmen
started arriving and soon there were
well over 100 in the Airmen’s Commu-
nity Center, which is perfectly located
— directly across from the dormitories.
They play ping pong, pool and foosball
and soon after we started, the room
where the video game tournament was
being held quickly filled with airmen
who wanted to play.

After a few hours and after all of the
door prizes had been given out, all of
them went back to their dorms with
smiles on their faces.

The other perfect holiday event was
Operation Santa. This is an incredible
partnership between Fighter Country
Partnership, USAA, Fiesta Bowl and
Dick’s Sporting Goods. For this Oper-
ation Santa, Fighter Country Partner-
ship brought 20 kids to Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods for a shopping spree. All of
these kids have a parent who is current-
ly deployed and will not be home for
the holidays.

The exceptional part of this event is
how each organization brings their “A”
game to make this event perfect for the
kids. Between Fighter Country Part-
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For Operation Santa, Fighter Country Partnership brought 20 kids to Dick’s Sporting Goods for a shopping spree. (Photo courtesy Bill Johnston)

nership, USAA and Fiesta Bowl, each
kid was given $300 worth of Dick’s
Sporting Goods gift cards for their
shopping spree. Dick’s Sporting Goods
also gave a 20 percent discount, which
gave the children even more bang for
their buck. As they arrived, Spirit of
the Fiesta Bowl was there to greet them

Cartridge World

9897 W. McDowell Rd
Tolleson, AZ 85353
Suite 340

(623) 742-9192
cartridgeworldphx.com

and give each a high-five.

Each child had a USAA volunteer to
walk with them and help them make
sure they weren’t going over budget. It
was a perfect fit to be the person walk-
ing with them because the kids could
not exceed the amount on their gift
cards and in-store discount.

Although the kids might not realize
it, they were getting a lesson in budget-
ing while they were filling their shop-
ping cart with all the cool things that
Dick’s Sporting Goods has inside their
store. All 20 kids ended their shopping
spree and waiting for them was a crew
from Rudy’s BBQ so they could go
home with full stomachs and full bags
of Christmas presents.

I know firsthand how important both

events are to the airmen and their fam-
ilies. Once upon a time, | lived in the
dorms as a young airman and I, too,
was deployed and away from home
during the holidays. The smiles on the
faces of the airmen and the young kids
were enough to let us know that they
appreciated what we had done and that
they were going to have a good holiday
season.

It’s great to work for Fighter Coun-
try Partnership, but it’s equally great
to have such awesome partners like
USAA, Fiesta Bowl, Dick’s Sporting
Goods, Best Buy and Rudy’s BBQ
who made it possible for these airmen
and kids to have a fun and memora-
ble holiday season. Tis the season, in-
deed. m
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Our rate grew and now your
checking balance can too.

Now earn 3.01 ‘A’{?*

with Kasasa Cash Checking

(psst... that’s higher than the U.S. average!)'

Plus enjoy...

v No monthly service fees v No minimum deposits

v Refunds on ATMs nationwide

cuwest.org/kasasacash WE s I
or visit a local branch today!
*Annual Percentage Rate (APY). Qualifications: To qualify for the higher APY above and receive reimbursements for ATM fees, the following must be met each monthly qualification cycle: (1) Have at least 15 CUW debit card point of sale or credit card purchase transactions (or a combination thereof) post and settle to
your account during the monthly qualification cycle. Debit card transactions processes by merchants and received by us as ATM transactions do not count. Only debit card transactions processed by merchants and received by us as POS transactions count. (2) At least one direct deposit (ACH automatic credit transac-
tion) must post and settle to your account or at least one ACH transaction (in or out) to your account. If qualifications are met each monthly qualification cycle: Domestic ATM fees incurred will automatically be reimbursed up to $4.99 per item to a maximum amount of $15 per month and credited to the account on the
last day of monthly statement cycle. ATM receipt(s) must be presented for reimbursement of an individual ATM fee of $5.00 or higher; balances $10,000 and below receive an APY of 3.01%; and balances over $10,000 earn 0.05% dividend rate on portion of balance over $10,000, resulting in a range from 3.01% - 0.05%
APY depending on the balance. If qualifications are not met, all balances earn 0.01% APY. Debit and credit card transactions may take one or more business days from the date transaction occurred to post and settle to the account. The following activities do not count toward earning account rewards: ATM—processed
transactions; transfers between accounts; and debit card transactions processed by merchants and received by the credit union as ATM transactions. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” is based upon the calendar month. eStatements are a condition of the account. Rate may change after opening. Fees could reduce earnings

! Based on information provided by valuepenguin.com
Federally Insured by NCUA
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Holiday Magic brings the snow and other activities to Luke

A horse-drawn
carriage loaded with
passengers prepares
to trot around Fowler
Park on December

7 at Luke Air Force
Base, Ariz. An

orange and purple
sky cascades over
Holiday Magic 2018,
illuminating the event
that brings holiday
cheer to Luke families.
(U.S. Air Force photos
by Airman 1st Class
Aspen Reid)
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ALL TICKETS NOW ON SALE!

Tracy Byrd

INTIMATE THEATER. %ENTERTAH{ME

AJ CROCE
CROCE PLAYS
CROCE
FOLK
JAN 11

THE PAUL
THORN BAND
SOUTHERN ROCK
& BLUES
JAN 13

MANDY HARVEY
AMERICA’S GOT
TALENT FINALIST
JAN 18

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC
LIVE
PHOTOGRAPHER
BERTIE GREGORY
JAN 22

CANTUS
A CAPPELLA
ENSEMBLE
JAN 29

CHRIS BOTTI
JAZZ
FEB 1

TRACY BYRD
COUNTRY
FEB7 & 8

CHOIR
OF MAN
MUSICAL

PRODUCTION
FEB 12

JACK JONES
1950s PoP
FEB 21

BAR D
WRANGLERS
WESTERN
MAR1

ACADEMY OF
ST MARTIN
IN THE FIELDS
CHAMBER
ORCHESTRA
MAR 5

\L

WEBB CENTER

DEL E. WEBB CENTER

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
F 1 ND Y O UR CENTER

NEIL BERG’S
50 YEARS OF
ROCK & ROLL
GREATEST HITS
MAR7

THE
LEGENDARY
COUNT BASIE
ORCHESTRA
BIG BAND
MAR10

MAX RAABE
& PALAST
ORCHESTER
1920s
CABARET
MAR 14

CIRQUE FLOIZE
SALOON
LIVE COUNTRY
MUSIC &
CIRCUS ARTS
MAR 23 & 24

JOHN
P1ZZARELLI TRIO
NAT “KING”
COLE AT 100
JAzz
MAR 28

o028-684-6524

DEWPAC.ORG
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. E-SERIES

ARCHITECTURAL WINDOWS ¢« DOORS
COLLECTION

Unlimited
possibilities.

E-SERIES WINDOWS AND DOORS

With custom colors, dynamic shapes and sizes, and unlimited
design options, E-Series windows and doors make it possible to
create the home you've always imagined. Follow your inspiration,
express your own unique style and set your home apart with the
Architectural Collection. Only from Andersen.

Andersen.

“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation.
©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. MS1611_1536

AR ONA DO AND DOOR
4454 East Thomas Road, Phoenix, AZ 85018
602.508.0800

liwindow.com




By Senior Airman Alexander Cook
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The F-35 Heritage Flight Team is
officially transitioning to the F-35
Demonstration Team for the 2019 air
show season, taking their current flying
profile to new heights.

“The past year’s demonstration was
sort of like an ‘appetizer’ if you will,”
said Capt. Andrew “Dojo” Olson, F-35
Demonstration Team pilot and com-
mander. The new profile this year will
be the full ‘five-course meal’ showing
fans everything this jet is capable of.”
According to Olson, the new 13 min-
ute-long profile will highlight the
F-35A Lightning II’s numerous capa-
bilities to include speed, agility, and
high-g turning.

“What makes the fifth generation
fighter so special in general is the
slow-speed, high angle of attack
maneuvering it can do,” Olson said.
“We’re also going to be perform-
ing controlled flat spins while fall-
ing out of the sky as well as high-
speed passes and vertical climbs.”
Along with the new single-jet pro-
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F-35 HFT prepares for new demonstration profile

file, the team plans to include the
Heritage Flight display following the
F-35A’s performance flying along-
side older warbirds representing the
past, present, and future of Air Force
Airpower.

“For the 2019 air show season, we’re
going to be a demonstration team,”
Olson said. “The show we’re going to
bring to fans is unlike anything they’ve
ever seen and | really believe it’s going
to set a bench mark for the demonstra-
tions performed by any airplane on the
planet. I thinkit’sreally going toimpress
people by finally showing off the full
maneuvering envelope of the F-35A.”
Throughout the off season, Olson is
preparing for the new profile in Fort
Worth, Texas where he’ll engage in
simulated training.

“The training involved during the
off season is very intense,” Olson
said. “It takes a lot of practice to fly
the F-35A crisply and professionally
to fully showcase its power and agil-
ity. We wrote the new demonstration
from scratch hand selecting all of
the new maneuvers so their execut-

AIRMAN & FAMILY READINESS CENTER

SERVICES AVAILABLE:

TAP Employment Workshop
o Employment Assistance

o Higher Education Training

housing, schools, and more!
VA disability claims

o Like us on Facebook: Luke A&FRC

¢ Military & Family Life Counselor
Assistance

¢ Financial Counseling Education

¢ Relocation & Sponsorship Services

¢ School Liaison Officer - Addresses
educational issues involving military
children and youth in the local
school community

Contact us for further information:

MILITARY MEMBERS, DOD CIVILIANS*,
MILITARY RETIREES & ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS

]
Annual Career Fair Fall 2019
e Transition Services (Active Duty to Civilian)
o Mandatory Separation\Retirement\Preseperation Counseling
o Mandatory 5 Day Department of Labor

o SBA quarterly Boots to Business Workshop

o Resume Writing and Federal Employment Workshops
* Discovery Center - Resources for relocation, transition, employment,

* AMVETS - Provides medical records screening and assistance with

¢ Personal Development Information & Resources

RESERVE, GUARD,

Monthl
Dept. of Labor

P Employmen,
WOrkShop t

(623) 856-6550

Email: 56fss.fsfr@luke.af.mil

7282 N. 137th Ave. Bldg.1113 Luke AFB, AZ. 85309
“We’re never the wrong place to go!”

*Limited Services for DoD Civilians and their families

able and repeatable to ensure safety.”
With the amount of operational sup-
port from the 56th Fighter Wing, Ol-
son is confident now is the right time
to transition to the demonstration
team.

“We have the right amount of jets
right now at Luke AFB to fully support
what we need to do on the road with the
demonstration team as well as continue
to fulfill our primary mission at home
of training the world’s greatest fight-
er pilots and combat ready Airmen.”
The quantity of fully combat capa-
ble (3F) F-35A’s within the fleet at
Luke AFB will also enable the F-35
Demonstration Team to effectively
demonstrate its capabilities while on
the road.

“We have a wide variety of pro-
fessionals within their respective ca-
reer fields on the team this year who
are at their absolute pinnacles in their
career and it’s such an honor and joy
to work with them on a daily basis.”
With 12 Airmen selected to be on the
team for the upcoming season, Olson is
looking forward to what’s in store for
the future.

“I’m really proud of what our team
accomplished last year, but I’'m also
very excited about the upcoming sea-
son to finally get to show air show
crowds around the world the full po-
tential of the F-35A Lightning I1.”

The F-35 Demonstration Team pilots
will be completing their certification
over the upcoming weeks at the Barry
M. Goldwater Range in preparation for
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The F-35 Heritage Flight Team is official-
ly transitioning to the F-35A Lightning Il
Demonstration Team for the 2019 air show
season. Their new 13-minute long profile will
highlight the F-35A’'s numerous capabilities
to include speed, agility, and high-g turning.
(U.S. Air Force graphic by Richard McManus)

their show season beginning in March
2019.

2019 schedule for the F-35 Demon-
stration Team: Latrobe, Penn.; St. Lou-
is; Duluth, Minn.; Milwaukee; New
Windsor, N.Y.; Cleveland; Hillsboro,
Ore.; Huntington Beach, Calif.; San
Francisco; Houston; Jacksonville, Fla.

For questions, call the Luke AFB
Public Affairs Office at 623-856-6011.
For more information and updates on
the F-35 Demonstration Team, go to
https://www.luke.af. mil/F-35-Demo-
Team/ or follow them on Facebook @
F35DEMO and Instagram @F35De-
moTeam. m
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surgical care? We are here to ensure that your pet

committed to educating our clients in how to keep
pets healthy with good nutrition and exercise.

28570 N. El Mirage Rd.,

Suite 104
Peoria, Arizona 85383

VISTANCIA

Animal Hospital

Vistancia Animal Hospital is proud to now

serve the area for everything pet related.

%5 OFF
IPETSFIRST EXAMI

For New Clients

Looking for preventative maintenance, emergency or

is cared for like they are our very own. Our team is

623-888-8108

NE Corner of El Mirage Rd. & Vistancia Blvd.

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm ¢ Sat. 8am - 1pm ¢ Sun. Closed
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You make our communities a better place, and we'd like to make your
home just as special. To all our Hometown Heroes — the teachers, fire
and police personnel, and the active duty or retired men and women
of our military — we're offering an additional 1% of the base price
of the home to be used toward Design Studio options as part of

our Hometown Heroes Rewards Program.*

VISIT ONE OF OURWEST VALLEY COMMUNITIES TODAY!

SUNLEYA | Sun City West | From the $200's

TENOVA | Buckeye | From the mid $200's

GARDEN GROVE | Glendale | From the low $200's 9 GOODYEAR
LAS BRISAS | Goodyear | From the low $200's

www.findahome2019.com | 623.226.4831

*To show our appreciation, the Public Service Rewards Program limited time offer is valid for cash or financed buyers for a primary residence only who are currently employed as a firefighter, police officer, teacher or active duty or retired -t ayl or

military (each, an “Eligible Buyer”). Must present valid written verification of employment (such as pay stub or military ID card) at time of contract execution. Valid for Eligible Buyers on new inventory or to-be-built new home contracts entered

into as of 01/27/19- 3/13/19 only (“Promotion Period"). Public Service Rewards Program Savings of up to 1% of the base price, calculated as of the Purchase Agreement Date, may be applied towards Design Studio Options on To-be-Built morr | SON . ...
Homes and select Inventory Homes (depending on stage of construction) or as a Purchase Price Reduction Incentive on Move-In Ready Inventory homes in any Taylor Morrison Phoenix-area community. Any unused amount not used as

described will be forfeited. For financed buyers, Lender’s restrictions on Public Service Rewards Program incentive may apply to certain loan programs. Taylor Morrison reserves the right to change, extend or discontinue the Program at any Homes Inspired by You
time or retract the offer should the buyer not meet eligibility requirements. The Program is not available outside of Arizona and cannot be combined with any other offer unless expressly set forth in your Purchase Agreement. Additional details

and restrictions may apply. ** For VA Loan Eligibility: Buyer must satisfy all applicable eligibility and qualification requirements of a VA loan, including but not limited to providing evidence to prove either current active duty military status; also

applies to select military spouses. All additional VA lender guidelines and restrictions outside of Seller's control apply. VA Loan Eligibility and the Public Service Rewards Program are distinct programs. All information (including, but not limited

to prices, views, availability, school assignments and ratings, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings, tax rates and community

development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change, or delay without notice. Not an offering in any state where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Prices may not include lot premiums upgrades and options. Please see

a Taylor Morrison Community Sales Manager for details and visit www.taylormarrison.com for additional disclaimers. Taylor Morrison/Arizona, Inc., ROC # 179178B and JCH Construction, LLC, ROC# 179178B © January 2019, TM Homes of

Arizona, Inc., AZ DRE # C0535669000 and AV Homes of Arizona, LLC, AZ DRE# LC632206000. Al rights reserved.




By Donald Brandt, Luke Forward Campaign
General Chair & Carolyn Dryer, Editor

Since 2010, the Department of De-
fense budget has steadily declined be-
tween 8 and 10 percent per year, which
has had a large impact on Luke Air
Force Base, the world’s largest F-16
fighter training base.

In response, community leaders,
The Fighter Country Partnership and
the Foundation Board of Directors
launched the $5.82 million Luke For-
ward Capital Campaign to support the
population of 100,000.

The campaign is funding 10 projects,
such as updates to the Honor Guard
Headquarters, Airmen Leadership
School, Fire Station and more.

As an extra incentive, Arizona
Public Service (APS) has put up a
$200,000 match for new gifts to the
campaign on top of its $300,000 cor-
nerstone donation.

To learn more about the Luke For-
ward Capital Campaign, Donald
Brandt, President/CEO of Arizona
Public Service and the campaign gen-
eral chair, answered the following
guestions.

b
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Luke Forward campaign sets $5.82M goal to support Luke AFB

Q: When was the Luke Forward
campaign launched?

We have an outstanding group of
business and community leaders who
we refer to as the campaign cabinet.
These are folks from banking, real
estate, philanthropy, retail and more
— tremendous leaders from many dif-
ferent industries, all connected by
their dedication to supporting the
men and women of Luke Air Force
Base. The cabinet held its first meet-
ing downtown at the APS offices on
April 7, 2017, and that was the of-
ficial launch of the Luke Forward
Campaign.

Q: What kind of data collection was
conducted? Who did it?

Back in 2016, before launching the
Luke Forward campaign, we enlisted
Powers Young & Company of Phoe-
nix to conduct a capital development
study and help chart a path for the
campaign. The study was meant both
to take stock of the needs at the base,
and to gauge the community’s readi-
ness to support key capital projects
there. The study also measured the
community’s engagement with the

HONOR.

s honoredtd recognize
our comi y
1at we salute you

BlueCrss
BluesShield
ol’ Arizona

programs of Fighter
Country Foundation
and Partnership.

Q: How did you
come up with the
$5.82 million figure?
How much have you
collected so far?

The study 1 just
mentioned indicat-
ed that the broad-
er community was
ready to support a
campaign to fund
projects not deemed
“mission  critical”
by the Department
of Defense. And
this is an important
distinction. Luke is
the Air Force’s larg-
est fighter training base, and the DoD
supports “Mission Critical” projects
and programs at the base, which are
directly related to the personnel, train-
ing, aircraft, weapons, equipment and
maintenance tied to Luke’s military
mission.

The projects we are supporting

LUKE FORWARD -

TCrSERVE THOSE

WINTER 2018

WHO SERVE US

through the Luke Forward campaign
are not considered mission criti-
cal, but are nonetheless important
to the 22,000 airmen, and other ser-
vice members and families who call
Luke Air Force Base home. The base

Goal..continued on page 10
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Valley View Community
Food Bank
A Community of Hope

DONATE NOW AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

With the Arizona Charitable Tax Credit,
you can donate up to $800 to Valley
View Community Food Bank and get all

of it back in your Arizona tax refund.
Donate in Person or Online: YourFoodBank.org

VALLEY VIEW FOOD BANK
& THRIFT STORE LOCATIONS

EL MIRAGE

12321 N. W. Grand Ave.
623-933-3358 or 623-297-9102 623-455-2911
9AM - 4PM MON - SAT 9AM - 4PM MON - SAT

NEW SUN CITY LOCATION - 10761 W. Peoria Ave. 623-455-2911
8:30AM - 4PM MON - SAT

SUN CITY WEST
13576 W. Camino Del Sol

SUN CITY

9849 N. 105th Ave.

623-297-9102
9AM - 1PM MON - SAT

SUN CITY

10737 W. Peoria Ave.

623-455-2911
8:30AM - 4PM MON - SAT
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to others
Thank you.

For more infermation or to
schedule a donation, call
877-258-4825 (877-25VITAL)
or visit us at vitalant.org

vitalontw

R SUN.CITY WEST 4

“ANYONE WHO HAS NOT PLAYED HERE

HAS MISSED A GREAT DAY OF GOLF”
- GOLF ADVISOR

GREEN FEES
THAT WON'T
BREAK THE
BANK!

BUY 4 OIL CALL
CHANGES GET ~ SERVICE FOR
THE 5TH ON US DETAILS

Y

Genuine Parts

10685 W Papago Freeway - AVONDALE
HOURS: MON-SAT 7AM-6PM

BUY 3 TIRES — GET 1 FREE

Includes 2-year free road hazard and free lifetime 1
tire rotation. Requires a 4-wheel alignmentfor 1
$109.95 and road force balancing for $60.

1
Ride safe and sure with a new set of
tires for your vehicle. Purchase any 3 in
stock & get the 4th one FREE.

Additional charge for installation, alignment, and parts or service if needed. Shop fee based on non-discounted retail price, not to exceed $35 (where permitted). Most vehicles. Tires must be 1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1 installed by Rodeo Kia. Mounting, balancing and alignment are required. Not valid with other offers. One coupon per customer. No cash value. See store for details. Expires 3/12/19. 1

1
LUBE, OIL& FILTER CHANGE :
NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY. KIAVEHICLESONLY.
|
1

(Includes up to 5 quarts of oil & Genuine Kia Filter)

*Must present coupon ad at time of purchase. Limit 1 coupon per person. Coupon does not apply to prior purchases. Prices plus tax & shop fees. Synthetic oil extra.
Other restrictions may apply. Void where prohibited. Not valid with any other offers. Valid at Rodeo KIA Avondale. Expires 3/12/19

EVERY THURSDAY IS MILITARY APPRECIATION DAY!

1 . 1
1 To Schedule Service Call
1 1
i (623) 298-1200 .
1 *Must present coupon ad at time of purchase. Limit 1 coupon per person. Coupon does not apply to prior purchases. !
1 Prices plus tax & shop fees. Other restrictions may apply. Void where prohibited. Not valid with any other offers. 1
1 Valid at Rodeo KIA Avondale. Expires 3/12/19 1
o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e F]

ONLINE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AT RODEOKIA.COM
OR CALL 623-298-1200 OR 877-848-5780

PROFESSIONAL SALES TEAM ALWAYS ON DUTY | 15% OFF ON GENUINE KIA ACCESSORIES
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Goal..continued from page 8

fire station, honor guard headquar-
ters, child development center, and
air-conditioned flight line kitchen are
excellent examples. These facilities
improve the quality of life for folks on
the base. The study indicated a stretch
but achievable goal of $5.8 million for
these projects, and the Fighter Coun-
try board elected to proceed based on
that recommendation.

I am proud to report the campaign
has raised $4.4 million to date.

Q: How could the private sector be-
come involved? How do you plan to
achieve your goal at this point?

The campaign leadership has been
fortunate to connect with founda-
tions, individuals and companies in
Maricopa County and around Arizona
that support Luke’s mission and the
men and women who serve “inside
the fence.” This truly is a team effort,
and our campaign cabinet has opened
many doors.

Anyone interested in learning more
about the project should contact Ron
Sites, the executive director of Fighter
Country Foundation, at 623-882-2191
or rsites@fightercountry.org.

My company, Arizona Public Ser-
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vice, has committed $300,000 to this
campaign to date through our Foun-
dation. In addition, this past October,
we issued a challenge to the business
community to raise another $200,000
that we will match dollar for dollar. We
hope this will inspire commitments of
$10,000 or more by local businesses.
That being said, we welcome new sup-
porters at any level — $1 on up.

Q: Who makes the ultimate decision
about how the funds collected will
be spent? The top official of the Air
Force? The top official of the Defense
Department? Luke AFB Commander?

The list of projects to be fund-
ed by the Luke Forward Campaign
was developed in consultation with
base leadership, from conversations
with individual squadron command-
ers, and with input from Fighter
Country’s network of community
leaders who are actively engaged in
the campaign. The men and women
of the Base are so humble - and so
mission driven - that they have nev-
er complained, and never asked for
a thing. For example, the old Flight
Line Kitchen was not much more
than a picnic table — no air condition-
ing, no shade, no proper sink to wash
their hands. It was the leadership and

community who recognized that af-
ter working on aircraft engines out-
doors in July, a mechanic might want
to wash his or her hands, and have
lunch in an air-conditioned kitchen
for a little respite. After recognizing
this type of need, the campaign pre-
sented the project list to the Depart-
ment of Defense, who then had final
approval on how funds raised would
be spent.

Q: Is it just brick and mortar and
infrastructure, or can a portion of the
funds be used for equipment technol-
ogy or directly with programs and ad-
ministration thereof?

There are 10 project elements. Nine
are capital projects (brick and mortar).
The 10th is a $500,000 fund restricted
for program support during the cam-
paign.

Q: Anything you wish to add ...

Luke Air Force Base keeps America
safe. In so doing, Luke and those who
go to work there each day keep the
world safe. The F-35 and F-16 fighter
pilots trained at Luke are the best in the
business.

Luke also delivers a profound eco-
nomic value here in Arizona. Each
year, Luke produces $2.4 billion in
economic benefits to Arizona, placing
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the base (along with Palo Verde and
our universities) among the most im-
portant economic drivers in our state.

| have personally served as an Hon-
orary Commander at Luke, and it was a
tremendous experience to see first-hand
what the men and women of the base
are capable of. As Defense Department
budgets have become more and more
stressed and narrowly focused on the
central component of the Defense mis-
sion — protecting the nation, some of
the important support to the men and
women who keep America safe has
gone by the wayside. Luke Forward
addresses that shortfall. These dedicat-
ed men and women have earned our
support through their hard work and
commitment not only to Luke, but the
entire community. By doing everything
we can to support the men and women
of Luke; we honor Frank Luke’s lega-
cy and that of every courageous man
and woman who has lived and died in
the defense of freedom. | could not be
more honored to lead the Luke For-
ward campaign.

For more information, visit fighter-
country.org/lukeforward/

VISIONS Editor Carolyn Dryer con-
tributed to this report. m

Out looking for your next house?
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MOVE-IN READY HOMES WITH INCENTIVES

Purchase includes a Cachet Elite Social Membership to the Wigwam Resort*

3 HOME DESIGNS FOR EVERY LIFESTYLE ~AMENITY AREA INCLUDING

* Single Family from $350s
» Townhomes from $330s
e Condos from $270s

* Heated Pool and Spa
e Exercise Room
* Outdoor Kitchen & Entertainment area
* All with two-car garages

14200 W. Village Parkway, Litchfield Park, AZ 85340
Corner of Litchfield Road & Village Parkway

Square footage and dimensions are estimated and may vary in actual construction. Floor plans and elevations are artfist’s conception and are not infended to show specific detailing. Floor plans

are the property of Cachet Homes and its affiliates. For further information, please see Sales Associate. All sales are subject to buyers receipt and review of a Arizona Subdivision Public Report.
*See Sales Associate for incentive information. Prices, features, floor plans, elevations and incentives subject to change without nofice.
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President Trump visits Luke Air Force Base

President Donald J. Trump engages
in a roundtable discussion with cab-
inet members, congressmen, and
defense industry leaders on October
19, 2018, at Luke Air Force Base. The
discussion focused on a variety of
topics including cybersecurity, for-
eign military sales, and technological
advancement. (U.S. Air Force photo by
Senior Airman Ridge Shan)

Brig Gen. Todd Canterbury, 56th Fighter Wing commander, briefs President Donald J.
Trump about the capabilities of the GBU-12 bomb during his visit to Luke Air Force Base
on October 19. After touring a static display of the F-35A Lightning Il and other military
equipment, Trump met with cabinet members, congressmen, and defense industry lead-
ers in a roundtable discussion on current defense issues including cybersecurity, stealth
technology, and F-35 development. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Alexander Cook)

d(‘,ob BLESS OUR VETERANsh

Empowering Diasabled Umerican Veterans te lead
fuller bives with the aide of Sexvice Dogs

Arizona State
Tax Credit

$400 Credit $800 Credit
Single or Head Married, Filing Jointly
of Household
Make your donation online or by mail

www.Dogs4Vets.oxg

American Service Animal Society P.O. Box 13525, Chandler, AZ 85248

Please mail my receipt to:
Name

Address
City, State, Zip
Email

By Senior Airman Ridge Shan,
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

President Donald Trump visited
Luke Air Force Base on October 19,
2018, to discuss military weapons and
technology capabilities and learn about
the 56th Fighter Wing’s pilot training
mission.

After touring a static display of the
F-35A Lightning II and other military
equipment, Trump convened with cab-
inet members, congressmen, and de-
fense industry leaders in a roundtable
discussion on current defense issues
including cybersecurity, stealth technol-
ogy, and F-35 development.

“We make the greatest military equip-
ment in the world,” Trump said. “Amer-
ican-made military products are more
effective, more lethal, and more precise
than any other equipment in the world.
It’s not even a contest, there’s nothing
close.”

Trump acknowledged and emphasized
the importance of Arizona’s military
presence, including Luke’s role in build-
ing the future of airpower.

“This incredible state is home to six
major military installations, more than
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30,000 military personnel, and thousands
of defense companies,” Trump said. “Ari-
zona’s military defense industries support
76,000 jobs and create $11.5 billion in
economic output.”

Additionally, Trump praised the
F-35’s capabilities and the progression
of its pilot training program under the
guidance and direction of Brig. Gen.
Todd Canterbury, 56th Fighter Wing
commander.

“It is an honor and a privilege to lead
the more than 5,600 men and women of
Luke Air Force Base,” Canterbury said.
“Our mission is simple: We train the
world’s greatest fighter pilots here. Luke
Air Force Base is responsible for train-
ing about 95% of the United States Air
Force’s fighter pilots.”

Trump concluded his visit with a meet
and greet, where he spoke with, shook
hands, and took photos with Thunder-
bolts from units across the base, before
departing on Marine One.

For more images go to this link:

https://www.flickr.com/photos/56f-
wpa/albums/72157674682152698
https://www.flickr.com/photos/56fwpa/
albums/72157674682152698 m
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THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SERVICE.

ONLY FROM
DESERT DIAMOND WEST VALLEY CASINO.

x5 g

J/REWARDS
DEIIROD

N

This is the premier Rewards Card for active duty, retired and veteran members
of U.S. military. Sign up today to receive exclusive benefits, including:

e $10 Free Play on the 1st and 15th of each month!
e Invitations to special events.
¢ Plus, so much more!

See the Rewards Center for details. Must be 21. Desert Diamond West Valley Casino Tribute Rewards Card necessary to participate.
Management has the right to alter/cancel without notige. Please play responsibly. An Enterprise of the Tohono O’odham Nation.

DESERT DIAMOND

—WEST VALLEY CASINO —
Si'al Ke:k
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Luke AFB stands up new F-35A Lightning II fighter squadron

By Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid,
56th Fighter Wing

Luke Air Force Base reactivated
the 308th Fighter Squadron on No-
vember 30, 2018, which will house
the Dutch and the Danes F-35A
Lightning Ils as part of Luke’s part-

nerships.
With Lt. Col. Robert Miller as-
suming command, the fighter

squadron is scheduled to begin op-
erations in December 2018.

“It’s bitter sweet to leave the 62nd
FS but fortunately I’ll continue to fly
and instruct at the 308th FS,” said
Miller.

Throughout the next two years
the Dutch and the Danes will be
sending their jets to populate the
squadron and help Luke’s mission
of training the world’s greatest
fighter pilots.

“The 308th FS is the fourth F-35
squadron at Luke, but the most im-
portant part of this activation is that
we will be with two partner nations,”
said Miller. “In a few weeks the
Dutch will start their F-35 training
followed by the Danes.”

The City of Peoria is a champion of Luke Air Force Base and works hard to

protect the Base to ensure their mission’s viability for years to come.

Before final arrangements
were made the commander of
the Royal Netherlands air force,
Lt. Gen. Dennis Luyt, paid Luke
a visit. During the visit he was
given a tour of the base and of
the Academic Training Center
where all of the F-35 pilots learn
how to fly.

After thorough examination of
the training facilities the Dutch
were given a walk-through of
the new fighter squadron build-
ing.

Under Miller’s watch, the
308th FS’s goal is to train as
efficiently as the rest of Luke’s
fighter squadrons.

“As we stand up the 308th FS
we will emulate the 62nd FS na-
tion to the best of our ability,”
said Miller. “In time, we’ll chal-

Lt. Gen. Dennis Luyt, Royal Netherlands Air
Force commander, receives a briefing about
Luke’s heritage at Luke Air Force Base. Luyt
visited the Dutch F-35A Lighting Il pilots and
was given a tour of the training facilities that
will be used for the Dutch pilots on base. (U.S.
Air Force photo by Airman 1Ist Class Aspen Reid)

lenge to be the best F-35 orga-
nization.”

Challenging the status quo is the
mindset at Luke.

“The trust that we build at Luke
with our partners is critical to our
success on the battle field. The op-

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

portunity to train, learn and be to- ) 2 =
H »  Col. Mathew Renbarger, 56th Operations Group com-
ge.ther !S un?,ara“eled elsewhere’ mander, passes the 308th Fighter Squadron guidon to Lt.
said Mlller-_ We are Changmg the Col. Robert Miller, 308th Fighter Squadron commander,
way our Air Force and other na- during an assumption of command ceremony at Luke Air
H ” Force Base. The 308th FS is a reactivated squadron which
tions prepare forwar.”m will partner with the Netherlands and Denmark to train
alongside their F-35A Lightning Il pilots. (U.S. Air Force pho-
to by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)

Earnhardt Honda

SCHEDULE: 623-463-4400 or EarnhardtHonda.com

OPEN TIL 7PM MON-FRI & TIL 6PM ON SAT

Timing Belt Buy 3 Tires
pecial : Get 4th for $1*
Every Thursday Starting at Purchase any three in stock, and get

the 4th for just $1 Includes 2 year
free road hazard and free lifetime
tire rotation Requires a 4-wheel
alignment for $129.95, and mounting
and road force balancing $80.00.

Is Military
Appreciation Day!

_1 5¢y* To schedule Service

Call 623-463-4400
*Must be present at time of write-up. Excludes

tires and batteries. Plus shop fee based on non-
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r
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 .
' To schedule Service
1

: permitted). Most vehicles. Not valid with other

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

Call 623-463-4400

539973

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
offers. One coupon per customer. No cash value. 1 1
1 1
1 1
' 4 Gyl '
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

See store for details. Offer valid at Earnhardt
Honda Avondale. Not valid with any other offers.
Expires 3/12/2019.

Don’t get stranded or cause engine
damage with a broken timing belt.
Honda recommends replacing this
critical element every 5-years or
60,000 miles in areas where
temperatures are high.

Ladies’ Day
0il Change Special

Available every Wednesday to Ladies

$500 OFF

Any 0il Change Service
To schedule Service
Call 623-463-4400

1 Must present coupon at time or write-up. May not
I be combined with any other offers or specials.

! Valid on Honda/Acura vehicles only. Offer valid

: at Earnhardt Honda Avondale. Offer expires

| 3/12/2019.

GEPABONUS OIECHANGESS BUY 4 OIL CHANGES | GET THE 5TH ON US
10151 W. PAPAGO FWY, AVONDALE

* Additional charge for installation, alignment,
and parts or service if needed. Shop fee
based on non-discounted retail price, not to
exceed $35 (where permitted). Most vehicles.
Tires must be installed by Earnhardt Honda.
Mounting, balancing, and alignment are

To schedule Service
Call 623-463-4400

*Must present coupon at time of write-up.
Honda & Acura Vehicles only. 6cyl from
$499.95 +tax. Not valid with any other coupon
or specials. Valid only at Earnhardt Honda.
Limit 1 per customer. Tax and environmental
fees extra. Offer valid at Earnhardt Honda
Avondale. Expires 3/12/2019.

required. Not valid with any other coupon or
special. Not valid with any other offers.

Limit 1 per customer. No cash value.

See store for details. Offer valid at Earnhardt
Honda Avondale. Expires 3/12/2019.
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Al NEED MORE SPACE~?
SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR

- - ]
e e | Gi@alriela Minl & RV Storage

o UNDERSTAND YOUR OPTIONS — Learn the different types
®  of seni

enior care available

Plus An Additional

10% OFF

For Active

Military Personnel
Must show Military ID

Large Commercial

Use Drive-Up Unit
743 Square Feet

400

per month!
Only 1 Available

9 LOCAL KNOWLEDGE — Our Advisors have the local
ki

1 1

I NEW SPECIAL I

nowledge to help you hand pick communities in your area 1 1

: S 00 '

Q SIMPLIFY — Your dedicated Advisor will simplify your search 1 4 1
and help schedule tours 1 1

1 1

@) EXPERIENCE — Our Aduisors help thousands of families 1 per month 1
understand their options every day 1 1
15' x 10' Non A/C Unit!

1 Not valid with any other offer 1
o

T here’s no cost to you!

A/C & Non-A/C Units ¢ 24-Hour Surveillance Cameras
Computer Controlled Security Gate ¢ Units Are Fire Alarmed & Have Sprinklers
Units Are Burglar Alarmed ¢ Free RV Dump Stations For Renters

[kl SR

A Place for Mom has helped over a million
families find senior living solutions that meet
their unique needs. Our Advisors are trusted,
local experts who can help you understand
your options.

s
ok 10812 N. Bullard Ave., Suprise
623-584-1404  gabrielaministorage.com

LARGE COMMERCIAL SIZES - BOATS & RVs

Discover the

Fossibilities

Tuscany ® Series vinyl windows and patio doors

offer you endless possibilities no matter the

style—or size—of your home project.

LASTING ===
IMPRESSIONS

ARIZONA’S WINDOW AND DOOR SPECIALISTS

4454 E Thomas Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85018

602.508.0800

liwindow.com




By PAUL LAYEUX
Public Information Officer
WESTMARC

When Luke Air Force Base was
chosen to house the F-35 Joint Strike
Fighter Program, it was the culmina-
tion of a groundswell of support from
leaders in the local community. Years
later, that support remains strong and
continues to grow.

Over the past several months,
WESTMARC, the public-private
partnership of 15 communities and
businesses in the West Valley of
Greater Phoenix, sponsored an elect-
ed official pledge that reaffirms that
support, and the response was over-
whelming.

“County supervisors, mayors, state
legislators, and councilmembers from
across the West Valley were so hap-
py to sign the pledge,” said WEST-
MARC CEO Sintra Hoffman. “We
compiled them and are sharing them

FCP VisioNs

WESTMARC presents pledges of support for the
F-35 program to Congresswoman Debbie Lesko

Pledges show continued support for Luke Air Force Base and its mission by local leaders

with Congresswoman Debbie Lesko
to show her how strong the West Val-
ley remains in its support of Luke Air
Force base and the F-35 Joint Strike
Fighter.”

While Congresswoman Lesko was
not in Congress when the F-35 was
awarded to Luke Air Force Base, she
has long been a steadfast supporter of
the program. She signed several res-
olutions during her time at the state
legislature that supported the program
and its ongoing mission at Luke. As a
member of Congress, she’s continued
her vocal support of the program as
well as voting for the funding of the
jets.

“Luke Air Force Base is the larg-
est F-35 operating base in the world.
It currently hosts 76 F-35s and is
on its way to a total of 144,” Con-
gresswoman Lesko said. “But in
addition to that, it has such a large
economic impact on our communi-

ty. It provides for thousands of
jobs, all working and participating
to keep our country and world a
safer place.”

“Just last week, President Trump
visited Luke Air Force Base and saw
the F-35 up close. This shows how
critical the program is to our nation-
al security and military,” Hoffman
said. “It also shows the importance
of having leaders in Washington
like Congresswoman Lesko who
are advocating for the program each
and every day.” m

WESTMARC CEO Sintra Hoffman and
Congresswoman Debbie Lesko. (Photo
courtesy WESTMARC)
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* Clean comfortable rooms or studio suites
« Refrigerator and microwave in all rooms

* Free hot breakfast every morning

» Complimentary high speed Internet access
e Fitness Center o Pets Welcome

» Meeting/Function space available

14783 W. Grand Avenue
Surprise, AZ 85374

At SRP, we're passionate about building a stronger

community through programs and services that
extend a helping hand. That's why we support

Call Hampton Inn & Suites

623-537-9122

organizations that are committed to working

PR .
Y\ ' together for a vibrant future.

Delivering water and power™ To learn more, please visit srpcares.com.

www.facebook.com/ Hampton InnSuitesPHXSurprise
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LISTEN TO EVERYTHING HOLISTIC: THE MIND, BODY, SPIRIT CONNECTION
Every Saturday Morning At 11 am On KFNX Independent Talk Radio 11 am

SGViI‘Ig a Life froma potential catastrophe EVERY 10 MINUTES

4+ Psychics + Mediums

I l?fve 4+ Aura Photos <+ Retail Shop

4+ Reiki & Holistic Wellness Practitioners

a One 4+ Metaphysical & Spiritual Classes & Events
))) 4+ Coffee & Conversation Fridays 10am

but I’'m never alone. Open for Psychic Readings: Tues-Fri
| have Life Alert® 10 am-4 pm, Other hours by appointment
Life Alert - -
. - - - 12630 N 103rd Ave, Suite 244 « Sun City, AZ 85351
For a FREE brochure call: .I 855 822 .I 055 Subscribe to our email list for curren; activities at support:d‘thepla:‘eofspiritualwisdom.com
/l._-‘:’:l THE CITY OF The City of Litchfield Park Title and Registration: Mon-Fri 8-6 ¢ Sat 9-4
5% Litchfield Park Proudly Supports - - . -Evi O-

"1'\-“‘ DISCAOYER THE FARK Luke Air Force Base Drlver Llcense' Mon Frl 9 5

Native fimerican | WINTER TROUT | Spring Art & Wine Festival West Valley Motor Vehicle
Fine firfe Foctival | FISHING DERBY | Saturday A Aucay Title Express

January 12 & 13, 2019 January 26, 2019 e ' .
« Notive American Jewelere and artists | Ti€fra Verde Lake Park i NO WAITING, Fast & Friendly
o Music & Cultural Performances Registration opens at 6:30 a.m. f- s, Title Registration Plates Permits
o Free Make-and-Take Kids Crafts Derby runs from 7:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. - ':f'. ’ ’ ’

Must provide own equipment & bait. : : DRIVER LICENSE & ID
JT
e CrOSSTOCUSM OWIEICETTET;
Fie A 128 U RWIS S IIRTUISUITECRING EHONCIO 25D WEUD2Y
5450 kool oay Uv'gi/lugc SUTPTISCHANIZONI B 5370, EAXI0 2310 /a1 000!
Free Festival Admission & Parking Adults (16 & Over) & Wi .
litchfieldparkgathering.com $6.00 per pole used Beer & Wine Tasting Lonvenienceyeesisndll) E.I,,‘J,’JJ]

For more information call 623-935-9040 or visit www.litchfield-park.org

y FREE BREAKFAST, SHUTTLE & INTERNET Our commitment to the community will
@ never equal that of the men and women that

COMFORT CO M FO RT Government have taken up arms in defense of our country.
SUITES S U T ES Avalable Thank you for your service.
BY CHOICE HOTELS® GLEN DALE Please I'qulCSt your FREE

Veterans Planning Guide.

N E W LY R E N OVAT E D ! ! Get the correct information about the benefits you have earned.

- HDTVs, Refrigerator, Microwave, Coffee Maker, Hair Call to receive free brochure: 10 Things All Veterans Should Know...
Dryer, Iron/Board & Sofa Sleeper in ALL rooms

+ 24 Hour Business Center, Fitness Center Chapel Of the ChimCS MOl‘tllaI'y

and Marketplace
7924 N. 59th Ave. Glendale, AZ 85301 623-937-9297

» Heated Outdoor Pool and SPA
+ Laundry facility chapelofthechimesmortuary.com
» Over 4,000 Square Feet of Meeting/Banquet Space

+ Less than 2 miles from Westgate City Center, State
Farm Stadium Area,Tanger Outlet Mall

* Pet Friendly
+ Just 7 Miles from Luke AFB

623-271-9005

9824 W. Camelback Rd. Glendale, AZ 85305 « www.comfortsuites.com/hotel/az296
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American Leglon Auxiliary hosts Luke families

WINTER 2018

at raceway’s ZOOMTOWN Lights

By MARGE CHRISTIANSON
Volunteer
American Legion Auxiliary

John J Morris American Legion
Auxiliary of Peoria hosted 30 families
from Luke Air Force base at the popu-
lar ZOOMTOWN Lights at ISM Race-
way in Avondale. All of the attending
families have or soon will have a par-
ent deployed overseas.

The nearly 50 children visited with
Santa and Mrs. Claus from whom they
received candy canes, cookies, hot
chocolate and gift cards from McDon-
ald’s. In addition to Fry’s gift cards,
the parents enjoyed the fifth-floor suite
overlooking the lighted raceway be-
fore receiving priority entry into the
drive-through light show. The light
show, which runs through the end of
December, features sparkling displays
through an approximately 1.6-mile

guests to drive inside a newly mod-
ernized raceway and onto the same pit
road used by NASCAR’s most elite.
Throughout the drive around the race-
way, Luke families enjoyed patriot-
ic scenes, snowfall canopies, trees of
light as well as special motorsports-in-
spired displays.

“Several moms talked about how ex-
cited their deployed loved ones would
be when they heard that the family
had been up in an elite suite and got
to drive on a NASCAR raceway,” said
Surprise resident Mikaela Anderson,
the Children and Youth Chairman at
the American Legion Auxiliary Unit in
Peoria.

Tiffany Thompson, whose husband,
Capt. William Thompson, has been de-
ployed for nearly six months, said “My
brother is a huge NASCAR fan, so it
will be fun to tell him about it....and

course. of course, our three girls love Santa!™ Msgt. Johnbrian Robles, Alaric (2), Emzi (12), Ariston (4), Monza (8) and Staff Sgt Lana
i ZOOMTOWN L_|ghts is the onIy ) Roblés enjoy their time] at ISM Rabeway’s ZO’OMTOWN. (Photos courtesy John J Morris
light show in Arizona that allows Zoomtown. continued on page 20 American Legion Auxiliary)

Join us at The Wigwam'’s on-site restaurants
and bars where you can enjoy live music and
sip on your favorite cocktails. The perfect place
to meet with a group of friends or even make
some new ones!

SIPS AND TUNES

AT THE WIGWAM

WIGWAM BAR
Happy Hour | Sunday-Thursday, 4-6pm
Live Music | Thursday-Saturday, 7-10pm

RED’S BAR & GRILL
Happy Hour | Monday-Friday 3-6pm

LITCHFIELD’S
Live Music | Friday-Saturday 6-9pm

W

WIGWAM

ARIZONA

623.935.3811 | wigwamarizona.com
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Budweiser @ HENSLEY

Beverage Company
ENJOY RESPONSIBLY

Proudly supporting
community efforts to keep our roads safe and
prevent underage drinking through
corporate social responsibility programs such as:

FAMILY TALK
DESIGNATED DRIVER PROGRAMS

For more information on
our alcohol awareness programs,
visit www.hensley.com
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Zoomtown. continued from page 18

Unlike some holidays, MSgt. John-
brian Robles, SSgt. Lana Robles and
their five children are spending this
holiday season “state-side.” Since their
marriage six years ago, MSgt Johnbri-
an Robles has been deployed to Af-
ghanistan, Korea and Qatar. In the next
few weeks, he will stay home while
SSgt. Lana Robles will be sent to Qatar
on her first deployment—expected to
be six months. Their children range in
age from 2 years to their teens. MSgt
Robles is currently serving in the Fam-
ily Readiness group at Luke Air Force
Base.

“We know that families of deployed
military are also serving their country
and we want to recognize that service,”
Anderson said.

American Legion Unit 62 holds
a number of events throughout the
year for deployed families; events
such as pottery painting, Halloween
events , trampoline parties and holi-
day parties.

Sun City resident and Unit 62 Aux-
iliary President Doris Theiss said, “As
the world’s largest patriotic organiza-
tion for women, supporting the fami-
lies of U.S. military service personnel

FCP VisioNs

Joseph and Cheri Morrill Thompson and the Thompson children, Brynn (9 months), Olivia (5) and Nora (3), were happy to see Santa at

ZOOMTOWN. (Photos courtesy John J Morris American Legion Auxiliary)
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is a key mission of the American Le-
gion Auxiliary.”

Peoria residents and American Le-
gion family members Cheri and Joseph
Morrill volunteered as Santa and Mrs.
Claus. Starbucks in Avondale provid-
ed the hot chocolate. ZOOMTOWN

Lights upgraded every ticket to Speedy
Pass status.

The American Legion Auxiliary hon-
ors military families through their Chil-
dren and Youth program. In addition to
providing local support, the Auxiliary
also provides scholarship opportunities

for those families. If you would like to
help or would like more information
about the John J Morris American Le-
gion Auxiliary, contact them at alau-
nit62az@gmail.com or visit at www.
azpost62.com or 9847 W. Desert Cove
Ave., Peoria, AZ 85345. 1

programs:

Veteran Job Club

* Utility Assistance

he Surprise Resource Center helps veterans connect with the
employment assistance services they need through the following

Employment assistance, guest speakers and networking

Veteran Employment Assistance
Veteran Employment Representatives from the VA and DES
visit the resource center weekly

Plus, Surprise Resource Center offers connections to a
variety of social services!

* Employment Assistance
¢ Food & Nutrition Resources
¢ Eviction Prevention

Learn more: www.surpriseaz.gov/ resourcecenter 623.222.1600

OSBORNE JEWELERS

McDowell Road e Pebble Creek Parkway
Goodyear, Arizona ® 623-925-1815
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SALES CENTER HOURS:

& O.E. Builder's ROC #249191B. 1/2/19. MATPHX009

Where hometown
heroes can find a new
Mattamy home in

the West Valley.

To see all of Mattamy Homes' Phoenix
area communities and to register your
interest in coming soon communities, visit
us at www.mattamyhomes.com/phoenix

or call 623-300-2022.

Daily 10am-6pm, Wednesday 1pm-6pm
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@ Hometown Heroes include retired and active military, fire, police and teachers.

mmmmmmm Hometown Hero offer is valid on new home purchases only and may vary by home and

s community. All illustrations are artist’s conception. Dates and location points provided
are approximate. Offers, terms and conditions are subject to change or withdrawal
without notice. Speak with a Mattamy Homes New Home Counselor for full details. E.

mattamyHonEs

PROUDLY WELCOMING HOME
THE VALLEY’S HOMETOWN HEROES

Since building our first home in 1978, we've had the privilege of building
over 90,000 homes in hundreds of communities across North America.

In the process, we have earned numerous awards for our homes, our
communities and our customer service. For all you do, we look forward to
showing you what we can do for you.

SOLAND AT

SIENNA HILLS
OPENING FEBRUARY 2019

ARROYO SECO

OPENING LATE
SPRING 2019

Peoria

Surprise

Cactus Rd.

Luke Air Force Base

=
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91st Ave.|

Ave.

Glendale Ave.

Glendale

S

MATTAMY HOMES
CORPORATE OFFICE & DESIGN STUDIO
Via De Ventura

0

CRESTWOOD AT
CANYON TRAILS

OPENING EARLY
SPRING 2019

ROOSEVE

LT PARK

OPENING FALL 2019

Goodyear

REFLECTION BAY
AT ESTRELLA
NOW OPEN
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308th Fighter Squadron reactivated

By Airman 1St Class Aspen Reid

Luke Air Force Base reactivated the
308th Fighter Squadron on Novem-
ber 30, 2018, which will house the
Dutch and the Danes F-35A Light-
ning Ils as part of Luke’s partnerships.
With Lt. Col. Robert Miller assuming
command, the fighter squadron began
operations in December.

“It’s bitter sweet to leave the
62nd FS, but fortunately I’ll
continue to fly and instruct
at the 308th FS,” Miller said.
Throughout the next two years the
Dutch and the Danes will be sending
their jets to populate the squadron
and help Luke’s mission of training
the world’s greatest fighter pilots.

“The 308th FS is the fourth F-35
squadron at Luke, but the most im-
portant part of this activation is
that we will be with two partner na-
tions,” Miller said. “In a few weeks,
the Dutch will start their F-35
training followed by the Danes.”
Before final arrangements were
made, the commander of the Roy-

al Netherlands air force, Lt. Gen.
Dennis Luyt, paid Luke a vis-
it. During the visit he was given
a tour of the base and of the Aca-
demic Training Center where all
of the F-35 pilots learn how to fly.
After thorough examination of
the training facilities, the Dutch
were given a walk-through of the
new fighter squadron building.
Under Miller’s watch, the 308th
FS’s goal is to train as efficiently as
the rest of Luke’s fighter squadrons.

“As we stand up the 308th FS,
we will emulate the 62nd FS na-
tion to the best of our ability,” Mill-
er said. “In time, we’ll challenge
to be the best F-35 organization.”
Challenging the status quo is the mind-
set at Luke.

“The trust that we build at Luke with
our partners is critical to our success
on the battle field. The opportunity to
train, learn and be together is unparal-
leled elsewhere,” Miller said. “We are
changing the way our Air Force and
other nations prepare for war.” m

Lt. Col. Robert Miller, 308th Fighter Squadron commander, provides remarks at an assump-
tion of command ceremony, November 30 at Luke Air Force Base. Miller is an F-35A Light-
ning Il instructor pilot who assumed command of the reactivated fighter squadron. (U.S. Air
Force photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)
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SAME GREAT SERVICE

Fancy Subhead Service are all close to home—at
your neighborhood Pep Boys
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Pep Boys ASE CertifiedsRros

Feel confident that the Pep Boys Pros working ofya
vehicle are knowledgeable, experienced, and ASE certified

Over 1 Million Parts In-Stock

Including premium brands like Wagner®, Moog, Akebono,
Goodyear, Michelin, BF Goodrich and Continental

Find a Location Near You
63rd & Bell Peoria Dysart Road
6311 W Bell Road 7440 W Peoria Avenue 660 N Dysart
Glendale, AZ 85308 Peoria, AZ 85345 Goodyear, AZ 85338
623-878-6144 623-486-4544 623-293-9601

Bell Road Peoria Crossing Save Time. Buy Online, R

4381 W Bell Road 9492 W Northern Ave Pickup In-Store.

Glendale, AZ 85308 Glendale, AZ 85305 Visit PepBoys.com (@ntinental
602-375-9988 623-772-1168

N. 67th Avenue Surprise

10894 N. 67th Avenue 14087 W Grand Avenue
Glendale, AZ 85304 Surprise, AZ 85374
623-878-7887 623-878-4062
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CBRN gear checkout process improves

By 2nd Lt. Daniel Rubio
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The 56th Logistics Readiness Squad-
ron Materiel Management Flight made
improvements to the process for issu-
ing Chemical, Biological, Radiologi-
cal, and Nuclear training gear to Air-
men allowing them to accomplish their
mission more efficiently.

Prior to the change the flight would
have each item separated on the shelves
and wait until a customer arrived to is-
sue items individually.

“What we had before was every-
thing on the shelf and would pick out
the items needed and put it in the bag,”
said TSgt John Damasco, 56th LRS In-
dividual Protective Equipment Flight
section chief.

The new system has training gear
prepackaged and ready to go upon the
customer’s arrival.

“With this improved process we now
have premade bags and a new color
coded system for the laundry as well,”
said Damasco.

The idea came about when their

MOTORCRAFT BRAKE PADS
INSTALLED

$99,95 -

Taxes extra. Pads or shoes on most vehicles.
Some exclusions may apply. Does not include
turning rotors.*

shop was very low manned, customers
were still coming in for training gear
and processing each person was taking
too long because of it. A more efficient
way of issuing gear needed to be im-
plemented.

“We all wanted to make it better and
we took an idea from Sgt Damasco
who has a similar system set up from
his deployment in Qatar which ended
up working perfectly.”

Through the old process it would
take the flight roughly five minutes to
process one Airman. They cut the time
by more than half bringing the process
to less than two minutes per person.

“It is especially helpful when you
have a big groups for training and only
2 or3 Airmen here,” Damasco said.
“You can accommodate up to 10 cus-
tomers who walk in much easier versus
the old system.”

With 70 to 80 customers a week
walking through their doors for train-
ing or deployments, it would be diffi-

CBRN. continued on page 25

5121 W MARYLAND AVE GLENDALE, AZ | 623.842.8707

*QOffers good at Sanderson Ford Quick Lane Departments. Offers do not include taxes, shop supplies
or disposal fees. Customers must present coupon at time of write up to receive offer. Offers not valid
with any other offer or against previous charges. All offers expire at close of business 03/31/19.

THE

WORKS

- Synthetic Blend Oil Change -
- Tire Rotation and Pressure Check -
- Brake Inspection -

- Multi- Point Inspection -
- Fluid Top-Off -
- Battery Test -
- Filter Check -

- Belts and Hoses Check -

$49.95

Up to 5 quarts of Motorcraft oil and Motorcraft

oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees

extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. See service
advisor for details *

TIRE GUARANTEE

We’ll meet any price
on the 13 major tire brands we sell

Requires presentation of competitor’s current

price ad/offer on exact tire sold by Quick Lane

within 30 days after purchase. See Sanderson
Quick Lane for details.*

Airman 1st Class Darrell Robinson, 56th Logistics Readiness Squadron Materiel Management
Individual Flight equipment journeyman, inspects a gas mask bag for all essential equipment
needed for chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear training at Luke Air Force Base. The
Materiel Management Flight recently reduced the process time of issuing equipment to cus-
tomers from five to two minutes, ensuring that airmen obtain their equipment without delay.
(U.S. Air Force photo by 2nd Lt. Daniel Rubio)

THE EL MIRAGE CITY COUNCIL
THANK THE MEN AND WOMEN OF
LUKE AIR FORCE BASE
FOR THEIR SERVICE

Mayor
Alexis Hermosillo

Councilmembers

Roy Delgado
Monica Dorcey
Anita Norton
Lynn Selby
David Shapera
Donna Winston
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An airman from the 56th Fighter Wing signs for his gear from 56th Logistics Readiness

FCP Visions

Squadron Materiel Management Individual Flight Equipment at Luke Air Force Base. The
56th Logistics Readiness Squadron has simplified the process of checking out equipment
required for chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear training or deployment, increas-
ing the efficiency and ensuring that airmen remain combat-ready. (U.S. Air Force photo by

2nd Lt. Daniel Rubio)

CBRN . continued from page 24

cult for the flight to keep up if they did
not have a full shop. With this system
it will save over 200 hours per year and
as a result it will assist Airmen through
the line quicker.

“It makes everything easier, faster
and more efficient because customers
can just grab the bag they need and
ultimately get them in and out much
quicker than before,” said SSgt Corey
Kindred, 56th LRS Individual Protec-

tive Equipment Flight supervisor.

“Our goal is to continue and improve
whatever process we have here and to
cater to the mission,” Damasco said.
“Our mission is readiness and we make
sure that we positively impact the Air-
men that come through our doors.”

Making sure that our Airmen can
quickly and efficiently obtain the prop-
er gear ensures that 56th Fighter Wing
can continue to train the world’s great-
est fighter pilots and combat ready Air-
men. m

FINANCING
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FLYING HIGH FOR THE BIRD’S EYE

Pilots from the 388th and 419th Fighter Wings taxi F-35As on the runway in prepara-
tion for a combat power exercise on November 19, 2018, at Hill Air Force Base, Utah.
During the exercise, wings confirmed their ability to employ a large force of jets against
air and ground targets, demonstrating the readiness and lethality of the F-35 Lightning
II. As the first combat-ready F-35 units in the Air Force, the 388th and 419th FWs are

ready to deploy anywhere in the world at a moment’s notice. (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior
Airman Justin Fuchs)

Come Visit Our Models Just Minutes from Luke AFB
Marley Park

14753 W Alexandria Way, Surprise, AZ 85379
www.BellagoHomes.com | (480) 378-3800

Village at Canyon Ridge West
17775 N. 114th Drive, Surprise, AZ 85378

Offer only when using one of our
preferred lenders. Must show this
ad to receive move-in special.
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U.S. Air Force photos by Airman st Class Zoie Rider, 56th Fighter Wing, Public Affairs

56th SFS and ANG conduct joint training

Members of the Arizona Army National Guard worked hand in hand with 56th SFS
military working dogs and handlers to learn about proper handling techniques
and medical procedures for deployed environments.

1. Staff Sgt. Kyle Quigg, 56th Security Forces Squadron kennel master, poses for a photo
with a 56th SFS military working dog after a joint training exercise at Glendale Municipal
Airport, Nov. 2, 2018, in Glendale. During the exercise, handlers and their dogs practiced
getting on and off a helicopter to help familiarize themselves with the loud sounds, vibra-
tions, and procedures of a medical evacuation; 2. Members from the 56th Security Forces
Squadron and the Arizona Army National Guard hold onto a military working dog while
flying in a UH-60 Black Hawk during a joint training exercise at Glendale Municipal Airport,
Nov. 2, 2018, in Glendale. Members of the Arizona Army National Guard worked hand in
hand with 56th SFS military working dogs and handlers to learn about proper handling
technigues and medical procedures for deployed environments; 3. 56th Security Forces
Squadron military working dog handlers prepare their dogs for a joint training exercise with
the Arizona Army National Guard at Glendale Municipal Airport, Nov. 2, 2018, in Glendale.
The exercise was the first time 56th SFS military working dogs and handlers trained with
a UH-60 Black Hawk and was designed to help prepare them for real-world evacuation
scenarios; 4. Staff Sgt. Elizabeth Pedroza, 56th Security Forces Squadron military working
dog handler, adjusts her personal protective equipment before a joint training exercise at
Glendale Municipal Airport, Nov. 2, 2018, in Glendale. 56th SFS MWD handlers trained Ar-
izona Army National Guard members on how to properly load and unload MWDs from a
helicopter during hostile situations.
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Walmart
Supply Chain

DISTRIBUTION CENTER
6031 BUCKEYE

PROUD TO
SUPPORT LUKE
AIR FORCE BASE

Airmen from Luke Air Force Base hold an American Flag during the National Anthem
before the Arizona Cardinals Salute to Service game, Nov. 18, 2018, at State Farm Stadi-
um, Glendale. More than 100 airmen participated in unfurling the American flag across
the field during the National Anthem. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Ist Class Aspen Reid,
Airman 1st Class Zoie Rider, 56th Fighter Wing)

We have hand crafted bath li
% LET FREEDOM RING % oy im’m’gﬁm‘mm P

Youngtown proudly supports Luke Air Force Base and our
brave aviators who put themselves in harm’s way while
protecting our freedoms. Fulfillment of their mission is
critical to our region, the state and the nation.

10% OFF
for all active
military

They do not contain chemicals, fillers or harsh detergents. Our soap is very long
lasting, lathers beautifully and is skin friendly! They have not been animal tested
but were tested on our wonderful family and friends.

We are committed to producing products that are good for you and that we take
great pride in. Our personally prepared recipes reflect that.
We use the finest food grade oils, dried herbs and essential
oil blends that give each batch its own originality.

5705 W. Myrtle Ave. Glendale, AZ 85301
Open Monday-Saturday 10am -4pm

YOUNGTOWNAZ.ORG (773) 612-6559




By Chaplain, Major R. John Boyer,
56th Fighter Wing Chaplain

The holidays can mean different
things to different people. For some,
this is the best time of the year. In
my tradition, many think of twinkling
lights, decorated trees, candy, presents,
and the sights and sounds of Christmas.
Joyous times of celebration with fam-
ily and friends readily come to mind.
For others, this time of the year can
bring a heaviness of heart; it can feel
like a demanding and stressful time,
with pressure to get everything done
“just right.”

There are presents to be bought and
wrapped, Christmas cards to be sent,
the house needing to be cleaned for
family visiting, and holiday meals to
be made. Christmas can sometimes
feel exhausting, and if we’re not care-
ful — we can lose our joy during the
holiday season. It’s sad to think a time
of the year that ought to be special,
bringing with it feelings of joy, peace
and harmony ... can feel to many like
anything but joyous.

Still more, Christmas can even be

FCP VisioNs

Call upon us to help you have peace in your life

a time of financial, emotional or rela-
tional stress and anxiety. | mean, let’s
face it, for some people getting togeth-
er with family for the holidays looks
more like an episode of Jerry Springer
or Dr. Phil —than it does “A Wonderful
Life.”

If this season of the year can at times
feel overwhelming for you, | invite you
to pause for a quiet moment of refuge
from the craziness, and reflect on the
words which have provided comfort
and peace to countless people over the
years: “For to us a child is born, a son
given — and he will be called...Prince
of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) Unfortunately,
many times it can feel like our lives are
filled with everything but peace. I've
got four kids at home, and believe me
— sometimes the only peace and quiet |
can find, is when I escape into the bath-
room.

In the verse above, the writer Isaiah
uses a Hebrew name sar shalom. Sar
means, “the one who is in charge, the
Chief, the General.” Shalom means,
“peace, tranquility, completeness.”
The term sar shalom quite literal-

ly means, “the one who is in charge
of our peace.” The ancient writ-
er reminds us, we have a General
in charge of our peace — we have a
Commanding Authority of our tran-
quility and wholeness, who wants us
to live with peace in our lives. It’s
incredible to think we’re given peace
from the One who created us, and
who loves us.

When my kids were younger, and
they were afraid of the dark, they
would sometimes cry out for a parent
to comfort them. Once my wife or |
embraced our child to provide comfort,
they were no longer afraid. Why? Be-
cause they’d been given the peace of
their loving parent. Our presence as a
parent is what comforts our child. In
the same way, we are comforted by
God’s sacred peace that surpasses all
understanding.

As this special season is upon us, ask
yourself, “Do | have peace in my life?”

Your Unit Chaplain and Religious
Affairs Airmen truly hope you have
peace in your life, and we’re always
available 24-7 to talk about the most

Arizona’s Largest RV Parts Store

WINTER 2018

Chaplain, Major R. John Boyer (Photo courtesy
Chaplain, Major R. John Boyer)

important questions of faith. We
have a unique heavenly calling, and
we care about you and your family.
For more information, or to speak
with a Luke AFB Chaplain, call 623-
856-6211. m

7§tate Trailer

RV& OUTDOOR SUPPLY

S200 W Peoria Ave * 623-412-0400 - www.Statelrailer.com

Awnings ¢ Hitches ° Covers ° Air Conditioning * Generators * Solar Systems
LP Products * Outdoor Cook Gear ° Electrical * Appliances & More!

FREE -
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RV & Trailer Service Center

Propane Fill Station ¢ Free Dump Station

PROPANE

with purchase of 3 gallons
Must present coupon at time of service
expires January 31, 2019

keep your Rl movin
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MILITARY & FIRST RESPONDERS

*$500+

APPRECIATION CASH

WITH ANY NEW FORD VEHICLE PURCHASE
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SANDERSON SALUTES OUR MILITARY

Sanderson Ford is a proud supporter of Fighter Country
Partnership, and proud to provide tickets to soldiers for every
home game of the Arizona Cardinals, Arizona Diamondbacks,
Phoenix Suns and Arizona Coyotes, through our Seats for

Soldiers program.

6400 N 51ST AVENUE, GLENDALE - 623.842.8600 - SANDERSONFORD.COM
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TROUBLESHOOTING

Aviation Electronics Technician 3rd Class Vanessa Cabrales, from Peoria, assigned to
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 22, troubleshoots the radios in a MH-60S Se-
ahawk helicopter in the hangar bay aboard the Wasp-class amphibious assault ship
USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) on Oct. 17, 2018. Iwo Jima was underway prior to participating in
Trident Juncture 2018, which is a NATO-led exercise designed to certify NATO response
forces and develop interoperability among participating NATO and partner nations.
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kevin Leitner).

computer aided design

Make it happen
at Glendale

Register for Spring 2019!

GLENDALE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
A MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGE enroll-gcc.com or 623.845.3333

The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
disability or age in its programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed
coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College
system, visit: www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.
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Blood needs escalate as winter
visitors arrive in Arizona

By Sue Thew
Public Relations, Vitalant

Blood needs escalate following the
holiday season with the increase in
hospital surgery schedules and the ar-
rival of winter visitors.

“Your single donation can save sev-
eral lives because blood can be sepa-
rated into components,” said Sid Lew-
is, Sr. Donor Recruitment Director for
Vitalant’s Southwest Division. “In just
one hour, you could be a hero for an
accident victim, a person undergoing
surgery and a child receiving treatment
for cancer.”

Blood donors help people like
McKindree, a Gilbert teen, who has
required more than 300 blood transfu-
sions. In addition to an immune dis-
order, McKindree suffers from Dia-
mond Blackfan Anemia, a rare disease
that prevents her body from produc-
ing red blood cells. She is alive today
because of regular transfusions of red
blood cells and 1VIG, a blood plasma
derivative that provides antibodies to
boost her suppressed immune system.
“Thanks to blood donors, our family
is complete,” says her mother, Aimee.
“I’m not sure | have the words to ex-
press my gratitude to them. Their gen-
erosity helps to take away the fear of
losing her.”

United Blood Services is now Vi-
talant (Vye-TAL-ent) . . . Last Sep-
tember, United Blood Services and
nine additional blood centers across
the country united as one cohesive

McKindree has required more than 300
blood transfusions. (Photo courtesy Vitalant)

brand under the new name of Vita-
lant. “We have a 75-year history
as the first and largest blood center
in the southwest,” said Tom Choi,
president of Vitalant operations in
Arizona and southern Nevada. “We
remain committed to the communi-
ty with the same people and purpose
they have come to expect.” More
than 600 donations are needed each
day to meet the needs of people
throughout Arizona and southern
Nevada. Vitalant operates six Met-
ro Phoenix and three Las Vegas area
donor centers and works with com-
munity sponsors to host about 500
blood drives every month.

To make an appointment to trans-
form lives by donating blood call 877-
258-4825 (877-25-VITAL) or visit
www.BloodHero.com (enter desired
city or zip code). ®
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RAATF prepares F-35s for historic arrlval

Left, Royal Australian Air Force and U.S. Air Force push gear off of a K-Loader at Luke Air Force Base on Dec. 3, 2018. The RAAF was preparing to launch two F-35A Lightning lIs and
a C-17 Globemaster Il to start their historic journey to Australia. Right, Australian media correspondents film a Royal Australian Air Force F-35A Lightning Il takeoff at Luke Air Force
Base on Nov. 27, 2018. Four media members interviewed RAAF Airmen in preparation for the first two RAAF F-35s to arrive in Australia. (U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Jensen Stidham)

By Staff Sgt.Jensen Stidham

The Royal Australian Air Force is
preparing to send two F-35A Lightning
I1s for their multi-day journey home to
RAAF base Williamtown, New South
Wales, Australia.

Two RAAF F-35’s along with a crew
of 40 Airmen are schedule to start their
journey home December 3.

“The team has done a fantastic job
in not just preparing the aircraft for
the transit, but also coordinating all
the supporting assets [such as] refu-
eling aircraft, transport aircraft, lo-
gistics in the locations we are staging

through etc., to enable a successful
ferry,” said RAAF wing commander
Darren Clare, No. 3 Squadron com-
mander. “On top of this they have
been arranging their own international
removals home, so it has been a pretty
busy period.”

Although RAAF pilots and Airmen
have been training to fly and main-
tain their F-35’s at Luke for the past
few years, they have been preparing
for their trek home for the past two
months.

RAAF Flight Sgt. Damian Gardin-
er, No. 3 Squadron, said over the past

PRE-OWNED 1.800.601.1908
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months, once the required routine
maintenance was completed on the
jets, RAAF Airmen have been packing
equipment and participating in final
training.

Along with RAAF preparation, Aus-
tralian media has been preparing for
the departure and arrival as well. This
week four Australian media personnel
arrived at Luke to interview Airmen
and gather video footage of the F-35s
to send home.

Just as many Australians are excited
for their new defense aircraft, the pilots
are eager to get home as well.

“It will be fantastic to get these jets
back in Australia, to start flying and
maintaining them in our home en-
vironment, and for Australia to see
what they are capable of,” said Clare,
one of two pilots scheduled to fly the
jets home. “Whilst one chapter is
ending here at Luke, for some of us,
it is really just beginning when we
get home.”

Though many are headed home, sev-
eral RAAF Airmen and pilots will stay
at Luke and continue training with the
61st Fighter Squadron. m
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FINANCING AVAILABLE

Furniture Warehouse

Traemore Linen Sofa with Accent Pillows %498 (c-274s)
Loveseat $478 « Chair and a Half ¥418 « Accent Chair $348 + Ottoman $178
Queen Sofa Sleeper %698 « Cocktail Table $278 (T782-21) » End Table $178 (1782-3)

V7 We have the BEST SELEGTION
and BEST PRICES -
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J"\ Liberty Furniture

Magnolia Manor Queen Panel B Magnolia Manor Rectangular Din
Includes Headboard, Footboard, and Rails ¢ (Mattres 90” Table Includes One 18” Leaf * Upholste
King Panel Bed 798 * Mirror 168 * 2-Drawer Upholstered Arm Chair 168 * Buffet 588 * i

5-Drawer Chest 498 * 7-Drawer Dresser $594
-
f ®
AFW.com

While Supplies Last

Yo LIFESTYLE FURNITURE $7ore

GLENDALE, AZ (602) 422-8800 GILBERT, AZ (480) 500-4121
101 & Bethany Home Rd. across from University of Phoenix Stadium 202 Santan Freeway & S. Power Rd.
5801 N. 99th Ave., Glendale, AZ 85305 4700 S. Power Rd., Gilbert, AZ 85296




