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To serve and support the men, women, families and mission of Luke Air Force Base

In May 2015, Luke Air 
Force Base’s 56th Fighter 
Wing conducted a change of 
mission ceremony, offi cial-
ly including the F-35 in the 
wing’s mission statement: 
“To train the world’s great-
est F-35 and F-16 fi ghter 
pilots.”

F-35 training began at 
Luke just over a year af-
ter the 56th Fighter Wing 
received its fi rst F-35A in 
2014. Pilots and maintainers from Australia, Norway, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Japan and Israel are at various 
training stages at Luke.

Luke AFB is the second base fl ying F-35s in Ari-
zona after the stand-up of Marine Corps Air Station 
Yuma. Eventually, the 56th Fighter Wing will be 
home to 144 F-35s.

After 33 years in the Air Force, Art Cameron retired 
at the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., as a brigadier 
general in 2009, and immediately found an opening 
at Lockheed-Martin.

Cameron speaks to a lot of different organizations 
about his work as F-35 operations director for Lock-
heed-Martin, which manufactures the fi fth-genera-
tion fi ghts job site is the F-35 training center at Luke 
Air Force Base.

Why at Luke?
Cameron said, “I wanted to be on the leading edge 

of technology. But more important, I wanted to work 
with good Airmen again. I was a maintenance oper-
ations commander at Luke, and I always wanted the 
opportunity to come back to the West Valley and the 
F-35 was that opportunity.”

He returned to the West Valley in better place in 
the world.

“Every day I go to work is a blessing,” he said.

Cameron said Luke is the largest fi ghter wing in 
the world and also the largest F-35 base. It trains 95 
percent of fi ghter pilots.

“And nobody but us is training brand new F-35,” 
he said.

He said he was the fi rst hire by Lockheed-Martin. 
But since he’s been on the job, 500 additional people 
have been hired, 97 percent of which are veterans. 
Twenty F-35 pilots train other pilots in the aircraft.

Cameron’s team also takes care of data administra-

tion for Luke. And the team is growing, he said, to 
about 700 in the next couple years. Nine companies 
are doing F-35 work at the base, he said.

Pilots from every country that has purchased the 
F-35 also train at Luke. That is, all except the United 
Kingdom, which purchased the F-35 variant hover 
craft, which is the same F-35 the U.S. Marines use. 
That particular training base is in North Carolina.

F-35 program growing at Luke AFB

Left, An F-35A Lightning II jet fi ghter soars over the West Valley during a training fl ight after takeoff from Luke Air Force 
Base. Right, Art Cameron is the F-35 operations director for Lockheed-Martin. He retired from the Air Force as a Brigadier 
General in 2009. (Photos courtesy Lockheed-Martin)

BY CAROLYN DRYER
FCP Editor

F-35...continued on page 10
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There’s never a boring day when it 
comes to working for Fighter Country 
Foundation. Late in 2018, one of our 
partners, Dave Kimmerle and Sander-
son Ford, came with an audacious idea. 
Ford Motor Company was about to be-
gin production on a 50th anniversary 
of the Cobra Jet. The idea was sim-
ple; Sanderson Ford would work with 

Ford Motor Group to build a Cobra Jet 
specifically for it to be auctioned at 
the Barrett Jackson auto auction with 
the proceeds going to Fighter Country 
Foundation. Getting to that point was 
an adventure and showed what a great 
partnership can produce.  

The storied history of the Cobra Jet 
goes back to 1968 when Ford rolled out 
50, 335-horsepower Mustangs for use 
as drag-racing machines. Their success 

was instant on the 
race track. The 
muscle-car era 
was in full swing 
and horsepower 
was king. The Co-
bra Jets dominat-
ed NHRA races 
across the country 
for more than five 
decades.  

To acknowl-
edge that history, 
Ford Motor Com-
pany developed 
the 50th anniver-
sary to continue 
that tradition. The 
2018 model is a race track car, pure and 
simple. It can rip through the quarter 
mile in less than eight seconds. This 
Cobra Jet has a black and gold co-
bra emblazoned along the side with 
“FIGHTER COUNTRY FOUNDA-
TION” and is nicknamed “The Sound 
of Freedom.” And oh, by 
the way, it comes with a 
parachute on the back. Ford 
wouldn’t even disclose the 
horsepower of the 2018 
model. That’s incredible.  

The staff of Fighter Coun-
try Foundation, along with 
a few of the members of 
our board of directors, ar-
rived to the Barrett Jackson 
auction on that Saturday in 
January. There was a certain 
excitement in the air as we 
walked around the grounds 
of the car auction.  

For those who have never been to 
the Barrett Jackson car auction, it is al-
most difficult to explain how big it tru-
ly is. We walked, walked and walked 
some more and then we found it. The 
Fighter Country Foundation Cobra Jet 
was sitting with hundreds of other ve-
hicles that had been auctioned during 
the multiweek event. It was sitting by 
itself and as we approached it, I could 
tell we all knew how special this expe-
rience was going to be. We were in for 
a ride that evening if we couldn’t go for 
a ride in the Cobra Jet. We took some 
pictures and then went to the staging 
area to wait our turn on stage.  

We gathered under a huge overhang 
to watch as vehicle after vehicle went 
through the staging area, on stage and 
then off once it was purchased. In the 
background, we all heard a thunderous 

roar … and it was coming closer to our 
position. The Cobra Jet had been start-
ed and was rolling toward us.  

Now I understood why it was called 
“The Sound of Freedom.” This Cobra 
Jet let off a roar as if it were an F-35 
getting ready for take-off. The driver 

brought it to us, and we 
were all incredibly excit-
ed. The atmosphere, which 
was already electric, was 
going into overdrive.  

Then it was our time. 
The driver started the beast 
and it let out another huge 
roar. I peeked around a few 
people and could see the 
thousands of people in the 
event arena and thought 
about the millions watch-
ing on their televisions. In 
fact, the surreal thought 
had just come to mind that 

I was at home three hours ago watch-
ing this on my TV and now I was here 
about to walk on stage with the Cobra 
Jet. The spotlights were on us as we 
walked onto the stage. Fighter Country 
Foundation and Sanderson Ford were 
there in force to share in this experi-
ence.  

As with most auctions, it was over 
almost as soon as it started. As we 
walked off stage, everyone in atten-
dance was walking on cloud 9 from 
what had just happened. We at Fighter 
Country Foundation are very grateful 
to have such incredible partners like 
Dave Kimmerle and his entire team at 
Sanderson Ford. They made the idea of 
bringing the Cobra Jet to life for Fight-
er Country Foundation, and it is some-
thing that I will never forget.  

Thank you, Dave! 

The sound of freedom: the day of the Cobra Jet
BY BILL JOHNSTON 
Program Director, Fighter Country Foundation

The Cobra Jet, nicknamed “The Sound of Freedom”  

Bill Jonston (Photo courte-
sy Bill Johnston)
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Our great rates just
got better!got better!

36 & 60 Month 
Certificates2.70%

APY*

Get Hassle-Free Savings Growth.

*APY – Annual Percentage Yield. Rate current as of January 1, 2019. Penalties may be imposed for early withdrawal. 
Fees could reduce earnings. Federally Insured by NCUA

u Get started for as little as $500 at 
www.cuwest.org/certificate

LUKE AFB BRANCH
13708 W. Glendale Ave.

Glendale, AZ 85307
(Base access required)

AVONDALE BRANCH
503 W. Van Buren St.
Avondale, AZ 85323

ARROWHEAD BRANCH
20155 N. 67th Ave.

Glendale, AZ 85308

CACTUS BRANCH
6777 W. Cactus Rd.

Peoria, AZ 85381

N. Litch�eld
Rd.

W. Glendale Ave.

W. Van Buren St. W. Behand Dr. W. Cactus Rd.
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Bring this flyer or picture of flyer in for 45 FREE SWINGS ***first time visit only

®

D-BAT AVONDALE — INDOOR SOFTBALL & BASEBALL PITCHING 
MACHINES, HITTRAX CAGE, LESSONS, CAGE RENTALS, BIRTHDAY 

PARTIES, CORPORATE EVENTS, CAMPS/CLINICS, ETC.
1050 N. FAIRWAY DR, BLDG A, STE 106, AVONDALE, AZ

V I S I T  U S  A T  W W W. D B A T AVO N D A L E . C O M
GOLD MEMBERSHIP: $58.00 | PLATINUM MEMBERSHIP: $83.00

Walk-In’s Welcome 15 credits for $20!
OPEN DAILY @ 10 AM | Phone: 833.777.3228

With a black camping chair, a sack of 
cold sandwiches and a very large cam-
era, Harvey Brugger, 56th Operation 
Support Squadron air traffi c controller, 
sits between runways, doing what he 
loves: aviation photography.

Brugger culminated his 41 years 
of service to the Department of De-
fense the best way he knew how – a 
way few others ever had. From dusk 
till dawn, he photographed F-35A 
Lightning II’s and F-16 Fighting 
Falcons from Luke AFB, taking off 
and landing.

Brugger spent 21 of his years of ser-
vice in the Air Force as an air traffi c con-
troller, which took him to places all over 
the world including Panama, Greenland 
and around the United States.

“My favorite experience is when I 
came back to Luke in 2004,” Brugger 
said. “I was 52 years old working with 
18- to 19-year-old kids and I told them, 
‘This will either keep me young or kill 
me.’ It’s a good experience working 
with young troops. Retiring from the 
military and then fi nding my way back 

was like coming home to family.”
ATC can be a challenging career, 

charged with ensuring the safety of pi-
lots and Airmen on the runway and the 
fl ow of air traffi c.

“ATC’s job is to control the air space 
in an orderly and expeditious way,” 
Brugger said. “It’s a job that’s very re-
warding and fulfi lling, and you’re ei-
ther good at it or you’re not. It’s like a 

calling.”
Though he is well traveled, Brugger 

still recalls his favorite base as Thule 
Air Base, in Greenland.

“I did one year at Thule, and that 
turned out to be a very interesting 
base,” said Brugger. “There wasn’t a 
lot to do there, but I would be out tak-
ing pictures while everyone else was in 
the barracks.” 

Photography and aviation have 
been a lifelong passion of Brugger’s 
since his days at Thule AB, Green-
land, where two Danish photogra-
phers taught Brugger how to shoot on 
fi lm.

“I could shoot as much as I wanted 
and they taught me to develop color 
slide fi lm,” Brugger said. “I learned a 
lot of valuable information from them, 
and it sure made a year go by rather 
quickly at Thule.”

After retirement, Brugger plans to 
continue his passion of photography by 
traveling with an aviation photography 
group that moves between southwest 
states to different Navy and Air Force 
bases.

“I’ve been out to Edwards AFB, Cal-

41 years of DOD service comes to an end for this aviation enthusiast
BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ASPEN REID 
56th Fighter Wing

Harvey Brugger, 56th Operations Support Squadron air traffi c controller, accepts a retire-
ment gift during his retirement ceremony, December 17, 2018, at Luke Air Force Base. The 
gift contained his best photographs and signatures from other members in the ATC fl ight. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)
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ifornia and central California,” said 
Brugger. “Now that I’m retired, I’ll be 
able to travel with them a lot more.”

As Brugger sees the shot he wants 
and raises his camera, he becomes 
inseparable from the moment. He de-
scribes often being caught in a trance 
by the beauty of the scenes he photo-
graphs. Looking through the lens and 
watching light cast over the object in 
his focus, Brugger finds serenity.

“I’ve been told I go into a zone when 
taking photographs,” Brugger said. 
“It’s like everything else goes away 
when I’m looking for a specific shot 
with the lighting I want. It’s not just 
point and shoot for me.

After 41 years of service, Brugger 
switches off his radar system for the 
last time, passing the torch to the 
upcoming Airmen of the 56th OSS 
ATC. 

Reps. Debbie Lesko (R-AZ) and 
Marc Veasey (D-TX) introduced a 
House Resolution March 4 recognizing 
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Program 
as a critical component of America’s 
national security, one which Congress 
must continue to support.

With 40 original cosponsors, this bi-
partisan resolution reaffirms the F-35’s 
vital role for maintaining air superior-
ity to preserve global security and sta-
bility. The Joint Strike Fighter Caucus 
has also endorsed the bill.

“Luke Air Force Base is the largest 
F-35 operating base in the world, train-
ing pilots from around the world right 
here in Arizona,” Lesko said. “The 
F-35 is imperative to Luke Air Force 
Base, the U.S. military and to our na-
tional security. I am encouraged by all 
of my colleagues who agree that the 
F-35 should be supported for years to 
come.”

Veasey added, “The F-35 Resolution 
introduced today redoubles Congress’ 

commitment to the F-35 program and 
the importance of bolstering and main-
taining our national security and the 
security of our allies. I’m proud that 
Dallas-Fort Worth is home to the de-
velopment and production of F-35s, 
and continue to believe in the mission 
of this vital program.” 

Lesko and Veasey introduce 
bipartisan F-35 resolution
BY FCP STAFF

Rep. Debbie Lesko (Photo courtesy Debbie 
Lesko)

Harvey Brugger, 56th Operations Support Squadron air traffic controller, watches an F-35A 
Lightning II taxi down the runway, December 13, 2018, at Luke Air Force Base. Brugger is 
an aviation enthusiast with a passion for photography. After 41 years of service, the 56th 
Fighter Wing afforded him the opportunity to photograph aircraft from in-between the 
runways. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)
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12455 W Glendale Ave., Glendale, AZ 85307 • 623-932-5444 • rvmastertechs.com

Check us Out!
We sell Class C Motor Homes, Class A Motor Homes 

and Diesel Motor Homes

Tiffi n, Fleetwood, Allegro, Monaco, 
Dynasty, Diplomat and more!

RV Services You Can Count On - We’re Here so You 
Can Have Fun out There!

March 23, 2019 ★ 9am – 3 pm
Motorhomes – Gas and Diesel – For Sale!

Free BBQ Sandwiches!
Raffl e Prizes! ★ Good Prices!

Credit Union West supports Military Saves Week
BY FCP VISIONS STAFF

Once again, Credit Union West was 
proud to support the Luke Air Force 
Base as it celebrated Military Saves 
Week February 25 to March 1. The 
credit union helped by encouraging 
active duty, veteran military and their 
families to pledge to save for a financial 
goal, whether it’s a new car, a child’s 
college fund or a down payment on a 
home. It’s important to the credit union 
that it’s improving its financial future.  

Military Saves Week seeks to moti-
vate, support and encourage military 
families to save money, reduce debt 
and build wealth. All service members, 
veterans, their families and civilian 
employees are encouraged to take the 
Military Saves pledge to promote year-
round saving.

In addition, Credit Union West was a 
major partner of the Finance Expo on 
March 2 at The Wigwam in Litchfield 
Park. The event was in partnership with 
Fighter Country Partnership and the 
Airman and Family Readiness Center 
on Luke Air Force Base. Focused on 
sharing sound financial options, Credit 
Union West provided resources and in-

formation on various products, as well 
as hosted breakout sessions on topics 
like credit score and vehicle buying 
tips. 

As an ongoing partner of Luke Air 
Force Base, Credit Union West has 
supported Military Saves Week for 

several years. In past years, Luke Air 
Force Base has been one of the high-
est drivers of pledges among all the 
military installations across the nation. 
This shows a focus on financial secu-
rity at Luke that Credit Union West is 
proud to support.

Credit Union West is proud to see 
such a strong commitment to financial 
responsibility at Luke Air Force Base. 
The credit union is committed to its 
service of all Luke Air Force Base per-
sonnel and their families, now and for 
years to come. 

Credit Union West posted a banner to promote Military Saves Week at the south gate entrance to Luke Air Force Base. (Photo courtesy 
Credit Union West) 
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602-298-7777
PhoenixHeart.com

Phoenix Heart has built a practice of compassionate, 

world class physicians with unparalleled knowledge 

and experience. We exist to provide our patients with 

unsurpassed cardiovascular care by offering a full range 

of in-offi ce services and access to a state-of-the art 

cardiovascular lab and vein center. It is an honor and a 

privilege to care for our patients. It’s more than 

cutting-edge technology and innovative treatments, 

we give each patient personalized health care so that 

they can live life to their fullest.

5859 W. Talavi Blvd., Suite 100, Glendale, AZ 85306 
140 N. Litchfi eld Rd., Suite 104, Goodyear, AZ 85338

41818 N. Venture Dr., Suite 110, Anthem, AZ 85086 
525 S. Watson Rd., Suite 205, Buckeye, AZ 85326

19251 E. Oasis Dr., Black Canyon City, AZ 85324
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Cartridge World-Tolleson
9897 W. McDowell Rd 
Tolleson, AZ 85353 
(623) 742-9192
cartridgeworldphx.com

ALU: B2BJUN19 *Receive 10% off your purchase when 
you spend $100 or more on Cartridge World-brand 
products. Limit one per customer. Valid at participating 
stores only. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 5/31/2019
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Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona is honored to recognize Luke Air 
Force Base for your continued service to our community. When 
we need you, you answer the call. And for that we salute you.

Participating in the Collings Foun-
dation’s Wings of Freedom Tour, B-17 
Flying Fortress “Nine O Nine,” B-24 
Liberator “Witchcraft,” B-25 Mitchell 
“Tondelayo” bombers, P-51 Mustang 
“Toulouse Nuts” and P-40 Warhawk 
fi ghters will fl y into the Glendale Mu-
nicipal Airport for a visit from April 1 
to April 4. 

The tour will lift off and land at Deer 
Valley Airport for a display from April 
4 to April 7.

The B-17 is one of only nine in fl y-
ing condition in the United States. The 
B-24J Liberator is the sole remaining 
example of its type fl ying in the World. 
The B-25 is best known for being used 
in the daring Doolittle raid. The P-51 
“Toulouse Nuts” fi ghter received the 
prestigious Grand Champion Award 
for restoration. New to the tour is the 
legendary P-40 Warhawk fi ghter. 

Visitors may explore the aircraft in-
side and out; $15 for adults and $5 for 
children under 12. Discounted rates for 
school groups. 

Visitors may also experience the 

opportunity to actually take a 30-min-
ute fl ight aboard the rare aircraft. 
Flights on either the B-17 or B-24 are 
$450. Get some “stick time” in the 
world’s greatest fi ghters. P-51 fl ight 
training is $2,400 for a half hour and 

$3,400 for a full hour. P-40 Warhawk 
fl ight training is $2,200 for a half 
hour and $3,200 for a full hour. B-25 
fl ights are $400. For reservations and 
information on fl ight experiences, 
call 1-800-568-8924. 

Tour in Glendale 
April 1 to April 4

The tour will be on display at Glen-
dale Municipal Airport, located on the 
ramp at Glendale Aero Service, 6841 
N. Glen Harbor Boulevard, April 1 to 
April 4. It will be on display at Deer 
Valley Airport, on the ramp at Cutter 
Aviation, 732 W. Deer Valley Road, 
from April 4 to April 7.

The tour will arrive at the Glendale 
Municipal Airport at noon Monday, 
April 1, and depart after noon oper-
ations, Thursday, April 4. Hours of 
ground tours and display are noon to 
5 p.m. Monday, April 1; 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tuesday, April 2, and Wednesday, 
April 3; and 9:30 a.m. to noon Thurs-
day, April 4. The 30-minute fl ight expe-
riences are normally scheduled before 
and after the ground tour times above.
Tour at Deer Valley 
April 4 to April 7

The tour will arrive at the Deer Valley 
Airport at 2 p.m. Thursday, April 4, and 
will be on display until the aircraft de-
parts after operations on Sunday, April 
7. Hours of ground tours and display are: 

Wings of Freedom plans displays at Glendale, Deer Valley airports
BY HUNTER CHANEY
Collings Foundation

P-40 Warhawk fl ight training is $2,200 for a half hour and $3,200 for a full hour. (Photo 
courtesy Collings Foundation)
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Let’s build a connection
The prices of our homes, included features, plans, specifications, promotions/incentives, neighborhood build-out and available locations are subject to 
change without notice. No information or material herein is to be construed to be an offer or solicitation for sale. A Broker/Agent must register their client in 
person on client’s first visit at each community for a Broker/Agent to receive a commission or referral fee, if available. Any photographs or renderings used 
herein reflect artists’ conceptions and are for illustrative purposes only. Community maps, illustrations, plans and/or amenities reflect our current vision and 
are subject to change without notice. Maps not to scale. Photographs or renderings of people do not depict or indicate any preference regarding race, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, or national origin. Marketing promotions/incentives, if any, are subject to conditions or restrictions and 
are subject to change without notice. Final Subdivision Disclosure Report (Public Report) is available at the AZ Real Estate Department’s website. Our name 
and the logos contained herein are registered trademarks of TRI Pointe Group, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries. ROC No. 172120. AZ Broker, 
Maracay Realty, LLC (AZ DRE# LC538443000) © 2019 Maracay Homes, LLC, a member of the TRI Pointe Group. All rights reserved.

Open daily from 10 am to 6 pm, Fridays from 1 pm to 6 pm
For Additional Details, Please Call 480.448.1219    MaracayHomes.com

Rio Paseo
Goodyear’s Hottest Address
Single Family Homes & Condominiums 
From the High $100,000’s

Villages & Cottages at Rio Paseo, N.W. of Bullard & Encanto, Goodyear

WValley-RioPaseo-4.9x5.4-011719.indd   1 1/17/19   11:38 AM

Celebrating Our 13th Year Anniversary
Call NOW for appointment

(623) 535-8777 
Se Habla Español

USC Graduate with 
18 years of experience

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

OMEGA DENTAL
• Digital X-Rays = low radiation

• Advanced sterilization techniques

•  Affordable and gentle dental care 
for your entire family

• Most insurance plans accepted 

• No interest payment plans

14551 W. Indian School Rd #200 • Goodyear, AZ • Southeast Corner of Indian School & Bullard

New patients only. Restrictions apply. Cannot 
be combined with any other offers. Cleanings 

available only in absence of gum disease.

New Patient Special

Includes Exam, Full Set 
of X-Rays & Cleaning

$49 $39
Adults Children 

FREE
2nd 

Opinion

Non-Insured, Senior, Military Discount. 
Call for Details!

OPEN
Saturdays

2 to 5 p.m. Thursday, April 4, and 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, April 5, and Sun-
day, April 7. The 30-minute flight expe-
riences are normally scheduled before 
and after the ground tour times above.

The Collings Foundation is a 501 (c)
(3) nonprofit educational foundation 
devoted to organizing “living histo-
ry” events that allow people to learn 
more about their heritage and history 
through direct participation. The Na-
tionwide Wings of Freedom Tour is 
celebrating its 30th year and visits an 
average of 110 cities in over 37 states 
annually. 

Since its start, tens of millions of 
people have seen the B-17, B-24, 
B-25, P-40 & P-51 display at locations 
everywhere. The Wings of Freedom 
tour is one of the most extraordinary 
and unique interactive traveling histor-
ical displays of its kind.

The Wings of Freedom Tour trav-
els the nation as a flying tribute to the 
flight crews who flew them, the ground 
crews who maintained them, the work-
ers who built them, the soldiers, sailors 
and airmen they helped protect; and 
the citizens and families that share the 
freedom that they helped preserve. 

The B-17, B-25 and B-24 were 

the backbone of the American effort 
during the war from 1942 to 1945 and 
were famous for their ability to sustain 
damage and still accomplish the mis-
sion. Despite the risks of anti-aircraft 
fire, attacking enemy fighters and the 
harrowing environment of sub-ze-
ro temperatures, many B-17s, B-25s 
and B-24s safely brought their crews 
home. The P-51 Mustang was affec-
tionately known as the bombers’ “Lit-
tle Friend” – saving countless crews 
from attacking axis fighters. After the 
war, many aircraft were scrapped for 
their raw aluminum to rebuild a nation 
in post-war prosperity, and therefore 
very few were spared. The rarity of the 
B-17, B-25, B-24, P-40 and P-51 – and 
their importance to telling the story of 
WWII – is why the Collings Founda-
tion continues to fly and display the 
aircraft nationwide. At each location, 
we encourage local veterans and their 
families to visit and share their experi-
ences and stories with the public. 

For aviation enthusiasts, the tour pro-
vides an opportunity for the museum to 
come to the visitor and not the other 
way around. Visitors can find out more 
by visiting the website at collingsfoun-
dation.org. 

AVIATION PLAYGROUND

Leadership from the 56th Fighter Wing participate in a ribbon-cutting ceremony, of-
ficially opening a new playground at Fowler Park, January 9, at Luke Air Force Base. 
The imaginative and aviation-themed playground is designed for children ages 2 to 
12 and includes many sensory-stimulating and fitness activities. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Airman 1st Class Zoie Rider)

Visitors to the tour will be able to book flights on the vintage aircraft. (Photo courtesy Collings 
Foundation)
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Youngtown proudly supports Luke Air Force Base and our 
brave aviators who put themselves in harm’s way while 
protecting our freedoms. Fulfi llment of their mission is 

critical to our region, the state and the nation.

YOUNGTOWNAZ.ORG

� LET FREEDOM RING �

The countries that purchase the F-35 
send their pilots to Luke for two rea-
sons: the desert and the weather. Cam-
eron said another reason is probably 
the Barry M. Goldwater Range.

“It’s a national asset,” he said. “No 
endangered species and no indigenous 
people. It’s seven minutes of flying 
time from Luke.”

When asked about the cost of an 
F-35, Cameron replied, “About $90 
million.”

Why so much?
“Stealth capability – just a leap in 

technology,” he said.
The team at the F-35 training cen-

ter mans 12 flight simulators, where 
it trains transition pilots – those who 
are already flying F-15s or F-16s – and 
also brand new pilots. For transition 
pilots, it takes just 16 simulator rides 
and 16 flights. For brand new pilots, it 
takes about eight months.

“They fly simulators for six weeks 
before we take them on a flight,” Cam-
eron said. “When he launches out, he’s 
all by himself for the first time.”

A transition pilot flies 16 sorties 
(simulation flights) and a new pilot 
flies 40 sorties before he is allowed to 

fly by himself.
Three factories produce the 

F-35: one in Fort Worth, Texas; 
one in Italy; and one in Japan.

“We train international me-
chanics,” Cameron said. “The 
internationals that have pilots 
training at Luke, we maintain.”

The F-35 is designed to re-
place most legacy fighters, 
Cameron said.

F-35 simulation  
and technology

Today, more than 500 F-35 pilots 
and 4,500 maintainers have qualified 
through the F-35 Training System, and 
eight nations have pilots and/or main-
tainers in training. Simulation plays 
a prominent role in the F-35 training 
process, more so than legacy plat-
forms. Because of the advanced capa-
bilities of the F-35, it is not possible to 
adequately challenge pilots in the live 
environment alone. With simulation, 
the F-35 team is redefining how pilots 
train to provide the range of experience 
required to maximize the jet’s 5th Gen-
eration capabilities.

Three training centers across the 
United States host the latest course-

ware, electronic classrooms, simu-
lators, flight events and event-based 
maintenance training. To support mis-
sion rehearsal and tactics development, 
F-35 training technologies are also lo-
cated at operational locations.

More than 200 U.S. and interna-
tional suppliers are contributing to 
the F-35 Training System. The F-35 
program is built on extensive indus-
trial participation to generate eco-
nomic growth in F-35 nations and 
deliver the most affordable, effective 
technologies.

To see the various F-35 configura-
tions and photos of the fighter in flight, 
go to F-35 on YouTube. 

F-35...continued from page 1

F-35 jets stationed at Luke Air Force base. (Photo 
courtesy Lock-heed Martin)

If you owe more than  
$10,000 in credit card or  

other debt, see how  
National Debt Relief can 
resolve your debt for a 

fraction of what you owe.

Call today:  
1-866-696-2697

BE DEBT  
FREE

in 24–48 
months!
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Few tasks require as much attention 
to detail as disarming an explosive 
device. When called upon, the 56th 
Civil Engineer Squadron explosive 
ordnance disposal (EOD) fl ight sup-
ports the wing’s mission of training the 
world’s greatest fi ghter pilots and com-
bat-ready Airmen by performing tacti-
cally and technically demanding tasks.

EOD uses many tools and technol-
ogies including robots, x-ray systems 
and bomb suits to execute the mission 
in the most effi cient, expeditious and 
safest way possible. An EOD techni-
cian’s daily duties include maintaining 
fl ight readiness, training, and support-
ing mission sets such as operational 
range clearance, countering and defeat-
ing terrorist threats, and responding to 
emergencies on and off base involving 
explosive devices, all while maintain-
ing a high level of physical fi tness.  

“The range clearance mission in-
volves an ongoing effort to clear active 
ranges of dud-fi red ordnance, muni-
tions waste and explosive residues in 

order to facilitate the continuation of 
training operations,” said Staff Sgt. 
James Vossah, 56th CES EOD team 

lead. “Our emergency response ca-
pabilities involve providing 24/7 re-
sponse to any direct or indirect explo-

sive incident, accident or threat which 
may impede the ability to execute the 
mission.”

EOD: A job for the Air Force’s best and bravest
BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ZOIE RIDER
56th Fighter Wing, Public Affairs

14783 W. Grand Avenue
Surprise, AZ 8S374 

Call Hampton Inn & Suites

623-537-9122

• Clean comfortable rooms or studio suites
• Refrigerator and microwave in all rooms
• Free hot breakfast every morning
• Complimentary high speed Internet access
• Fitness Center                 • Pets Welcome
• Meeting/Function space available

www.facebook.com/ Hampton InnSuitesPHXSurprise

303

101

101

US60/Grand Ave.

US60/Grand Ave.Litchfield
 Rd

.

Bell Rd.

NorthernLUKE 
AFB

N

Left, Senior Airman Henry Dodd, 56th Civil Engineer Squadron explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) technician, places a bomb suit helmet 
on a volunteer during a demonstration event at Luke Air Force Base. An EOD technician’s daily duties include maintaining fl ight readiness, 
training, and supporting any one of their 10 mission sets to include operational range clearance, counter-improvised explosive device 
efforts and civil authority defense support. Right, Senior Airman Henry Dodd, 56th Civil Engineer Squadron explosive ordnance disposal 
(EOD) technician, and Col. Michael Richardson, 56th Fighter Wing vice commander, participate in a ribbon-cutting ceremony, offi cially 
opening the new EOD facility at Luke Air Force Base on February 20.  (U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Zoie Rider)
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                FREE
FREE
FREE

                FREE
FREE
FREE

                FREE
FREE
FREE

full-day kindergarten

breakfast program

before- and after-school care 
7 a.m.-6 p.m. every school day

Full-Day
 Kindergarten

ENROLL FOR FREE ONLINE AT:

HESGlendale.org

before- and after-school care 

6805 N. 125th Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85307
(623) 742-3956

Full-day kindergarten is critical 

in your child’s learning. Studies 

prove full-day kindergarteners have 

greater reading and math skills and 

are better prepared academically 

and socially for fi rst grade.

“A” Arizona Department 
of Education Rating

EOD Airmen go through ex-
tensive training to prepare for the 
operational Air Force. The first 
training course is a 26-day EOD 
preliminary course held at Shep-
pard Air Force Base, Texas, fol-
lowed by the seven-month Naval 
School of Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal course held at Eglin Air 
Force Base, Florida.

“The EOD training pipeline 
provides a progressive develop-
mental approach to training in 
all of our mission sets, beginning 
with basic explosive concepts 
and concluding with nuclear dy-
namics,” Vossah said.

Their motto, “initial success or total 
failure,” requires them to think out-
side the box and accept nothing less 
than perfection when executing their 
tasks. To maintain the functional per-
formance ability to execute demanding 
tasks, EOD members are held to strict-
er fitness standards than the rest of the 
Air Force.

“In addition to the Air Force Fitness 
Assessment, preliminary school stu-
dents must pass the Physical Ability 
and Stamina Test and Tier One Per-
formance Screen assessment,” Vossah 
said.

As their capabilities expanded and 
equipment inventory grew here at 
Luke, a larger facility was needed. The 
new 56th CES EOD flight building of-
ficially opened February 20.

“In addition to our daily operation-
al missions, EOD provides emergen-
cy response capabilities for Luke Air 
Force Base and all Department of De-
fense satellite locations in the area,” 
said Maj. Trevyn Guglielmo, 56th CES 
EOD flight commander. “This new fa-
cility consolidates EOD’s personnel, 
equipment and vehicles into one cen-
tral location, which will increase our 
emergency response capabilities.” 

A robot used by 56th Civil Engineer Squadron ex-
plosive ordnance disposal (EOD) technicians sits 
on display during an event at Luke Air Force Base.  
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zoie Rider)

HONORARY COMMANDER TOUR

Honorary Commanders stand on top of the air traffic control tower during a tour of 
Luke Air Force Base on January 8. The Honorary Commanders watched as F-35A 
Lightning IIs and F-16 Fighting Falcons took off for training missions. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)
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The Maricopa County Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability 
or age in its programs or activities.  For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed coordinator:  
(480) 731-8499.  For additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within the Maricopa College system, visit:
www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

enroll-gcc.com
(623) 845-3333

GCC is a great way to 
transition from high 
school to college
- Low cost tuition

- Flexible Class Times

- University transfers

Make it 
happen at 
Glendale

New 56th Communications Squadron facility to open in 2020
BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ASPEN REID
56th Fighter Wing

Construction began on a new 56th 
Communications Squadron building in 
March 2018, to allow more space and 
updated facilities for Airmen.

The new facility is in the beginning 
phases of construction and scheduled 
to be operational in March 2020. Once 
completed, Thunderbolts from CS will 
move in and expand their capabilities 
to properly maintain the 56th Fighter 
Wing’s network security.

“The Communications Squadron is 
currently spread out in three different 
buildings,” said Chief Master Sgt. Aar-
on Sanchez, CS superintendent. “Col-
locating will improve their communi-
cation and support of their customers, 
the airmen of Luke.”

Currently, the airmen of the CS are 
found in some of the oldest buildings 
on base, making some aspects of their 
mission diffi cult to effi ciently carry out. 

The conditions of the previous fa-
cilities kept Airmen from reaching 
maximum potential. Being physically 
separated caused a lack of streamlined 
communication amongst the commu-

nications professionals.
In addition to Airmen being togeth-

er, the new facility will house the base 
records in a more reliable and secure 
location. Currently, base records are 
kept in an old building. Once the new 

facility is completed, records will be 
easier accessed and maintained.

The new building will ensure future 
upgrades to the Luke communication 
infrastructure are easily implemented 
and prepared for the ever-changing 

technology climate. 
Oscar Siqueiros, Army Corps of En-

gineers project manager, said things are 
going smoothly and there have been no 
major delays or concerns.

The new facility increases the capa-
bilities of cyber warfare airmen to pre-
vent the exploitation of potential vul-
nerabilities in the base’s network as it 
trains the world’s greatest fi ghter pilots 
and combat-ready airmen. 

Oscar Siqueiros, Army Corps of Engineers project manager, discusses building plans for 
the new 56th Communication Squadron building on January 14 at Luke Air Force Base. The 
new facility offers an exponential amount of space with its two-story fl oor plan and open 
spaces. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)

A masonry worker with the Army Corps of 
Engineers walks across scaffolding on the 
construction site of the 56th Communica-
tions Squadron building on January 14 at 
Luke Air Force Base. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)
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MOVE-IN READY HOMES WITH INCENTIVES
Purchase includes a Cachet Elite Social Membership to the Wigwam Resort*

Square footage and dimensions are estimated and may vary in actual construction. Floor plans and elevations are artist ’s conception and are not intended to show specifi c detailing. Floor plans 
are the property of Cachet Homes and its affi liates. For further information, please see Sales Associate. All sales are subject to buyers receipt and review of a Arizona Subdivision Public Report. 
*See Sales Associate for incentive information. Prices, features, fl oor plans, elevations and incentives subject to change without notice.

14200 W. Village Parkway, Litchfi eld Park, AZ 85340
Corner of Litchfi eld Road & Village Parkway

3 HOME DESIGNS FOR EVERY LIFESTYLE
• Single Family from $350s
• Townhomes from $330s
• Condos from $270s

AMENITY AREA INCLUDING
• Heated Pool and Spa
• Exercise Room
• Outdoor Kitchen & Entertainment area

• All with two-car garages
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OPEN:
9am-5pm Daily
Apr. 1st - Oct. 30th

OVER 40 AIRCRAFT & DISPLAYS!

RARE Messerschmitt 
109G among vintage 
aircraft & displays!

Large collection of 
flyable WWII airplanes

Located between 
Williams & the south rim 
of the Grand Canyon!

Visit us!

9
Apr. 1st 

Visit us!

Planes of Fame, Grand Canyon ~ (928) 635-1000
755 Mustang Way, Valle-Williams, AZ 86046 (30 miles north of Williams on Hwy 64)

WWW.PLANESOFFAME.ORG

Members: FREE! • Gen: $10.00
5-11 yrs: $5.00 • 4 yrs & under: FREE!

Me-109G

Douglas RB-26 Convair 240

Midwestern University 
Dental Institute, 5855 W. 
Utopia Road in Glendale, 
is hosting a free dental 
day for U.S. veterans 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 23.

Faculty and students 
from the Midwestern 
University College of 
Dental Medicine-Arizona 
will spend the day pro-
viding free dental screen-
ings and routine clean-
ings to veterans in need. 
Approximately 250 Ari-
zona veterans will have 
the opportunity to receive 
free screenings and treat-
ments including clean-
ings, sealants, fi llings or 
extractions, as well as 
consultations about den-
tal implants and recom-
mendations for follow-up 
care.

Veterans need to bring a copy of their 
DD214 or other discharge document. 

For details and to register, visit mid-
western.edu/veteransdentalday or call 
623-806-7150. 

Free dental day for veterans
By FCP Staff

Glendale chamber hosts 
breakfast for military

BY GLENDALE CHAMBER 
Our servicemen and women dedi-

cate their lives to serving our country, 
but many of them go above the call of 
duty and become the backbone of our 
communities. To honor those dedicated 
servicemen and women, the Glendale 
Chamber Military & Veterans Affairs 
Committee (MVAC) will host a Mili-
tary Appreciation Breakfast from 7 to 9 
a.m. Wednesday, May 8, at the Glendale 
Civic Center, 5750 W. Glenn Drive. 

The Glendale Chamber MVAC is 
looking for active duty military per-
sonnel (including National Guard and 
reserve) to recognize at this inaugu-
ral event. If you know someone who 
deserves to be recognized for going 
above and beyond the call of duty, the 

Glendale Chamber MVAC encourages 
you to make a nomination. Deadline to 
submit is March 29. All nominations 
will be considered for special recog-
nition among the military community 
and supporters. 

Everyone is invited. Show your sup-
port for our local military personnel 
by attending this breakfast. Spots are 
limited. You can also get involved by 
sponsoring the event. There are a vari-
ety of ways to get involved as a spon-
sor, from sponsoring the breakfast of 
one military member to being a pre-
senting sponsor at the event.  

For nominee submission, ticket pur-
chase and sponsorship pricing, visit 
glendaleazchamber.org/militaryappre-
ciation. 

Glendale Chamber Military & Veterans Affairs Committee (Photo courtesy Glendale Chamber)
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THURS-FRI 6-9PM • SAT 3-6PM • SUN 2-5PM
Present this coupon and $17 per person 
at midway coupon box and receive a 
wristband that entitles wearer to ride 
any midway ride as often as desired on 
above dates and times only. Adult or Child. 
(Wristbands are only sold up to 1 hour 
before special is over). Coupon good for one 
ride session only. One coupon per person.

SAVE
$3 UNLIMITED

RIDE$
Present this coupon and $17 per person Present this coupon and $17 per person 
at midway coupon box and receive a 
wristband that entitles wearer to ride 
any midway ride as often as desired on 
above dates and times only. Adult or Child. 
(Wristbands are only sold up to 1 hour 
before special is over). Coupon good for one 
ride session only. One coupon per person.

$ 17

Glendale Community College • March 14th-17th OLIVE & 59TH AVE.

With This Coupon SAVE $3 Reg $20

RIDES!
GAMES!

FOOD!
RIDES!RIDES! CARNIVAL HOURS:

Thursday March 14th • 6pm-9pm
$ 20 ★  Ride All Rides Wristband ★ 6pm-9pm ★ *17 with Coupon

Friday March 15th • 6pm-11pm
$ 20 ★  Ride All Rides Wristband ★ 6pm-9pm ★ *17 with Coupon

Saturday March 16th • 3pm-11pm
$ 20 ★  Ride All Rides Wristband ★ 3pm-6pm ★ *17 with Coupon

Sunday March 17th • 2pm-9pm
$ 20 ★  Ride All Rides Wristband ★ 2pm-5pm ★ *17 with Coupon

*One coupon per session required
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Military Appreciation Breakfast
The Glendale Chamber Military & Veterans Affairs Committee Presents the

Wednesday, May 8

7:30 - 9:30 AM

Glendale Civic Center

5750 W. Glenn Drive, Glendale, AZ 85301

Support your military community by attending or sponsoring this event.

For more information contact 623-937-4754

or visit glendaleazchamber.org/militaryappreciation

At SRP, we’re passionate about building a stronger 
community through programs and services that 
extend a helping hand. That’s why we support 
organizations that are committed to working 
together for a vibrant future.

To learn more, please visit srpcares.com.

SRP CARES ABOUT THE

community

It’s a phrase often heard around the 
Air Force, “We train like we fi ght,” and 
this time, it came from the weapons 
community in what’s commonly re-
ferred to as the “Weapons Load Barn.” 

A team of four Air Reserve techni-
cians from the 419th Aircraft Mainte-
nance Squadron at Hill Air Force Base, 
Utah, brought a fi ghting mentality and 
increased lethality to Luke. Thirty-nine 
personnel from the 56th Aircraft and 
Component Maintenance Squadrons 
received three days of training on in-
stalling external aircraft maintenance 
equipment on the F-35A Lightning II. 

“Most people understand that the 
F-35 is a fi fth-generation stealth air-
craft designed to perform missions un-
detected against our adversaries,” said 
Chief Master Sgt. Richard Pelletier, 
56th Maintenance Group wing weap-
ons manager. 

“The addition of external munitions 
increases the aircraft’s weapons carry 
capability.” 

This is the fi rst time Luke weapons 
airmen installed external pylons, and 

loaded external bombs and missiles on 
an F-35.

“Weapons technicians will be better 
versed in the overall aircraft weapons 
system and pilots will leave this base 
and enter the combat Air Force more 

ready and capable of fl ying to the air-
craft’s full potential,” said Staff Sgt. 
Jimmy Mares, 56th MXG weapons 
load crew member.  

After completing the external py-
lon installation training, the weapons 

loading standardization crew, a team of 
three airmen, became the fi rst team at 
Luke to be certifi ed on external GBU-
12 bomb and AIM-9 missile loading.  

“The training allowed us to identify 
future training opportunities and com-

Luke F-35 weapons load crew capabilities enhanced through training
BY STAFF SGT. JENNA BIGHAM
56th Fighter Wing, Public Affairs

The F-35A Lightning II sits in a hangar loaded with dummy external munitions, February 13, at Luke Air Force Base. After completing the 
external pylon installation training, the weapons loading standardization crew, a team of three airmen, became the fi rst team at Luke to be 
certifi ed on external GBU-12 bomb and AIM-9 missile loading. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)
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877.881.9405   |   wigwamarizona.com

CELEBRATING
90 YEARS

OF THE WIGWAM
Join us at the Wigwam where we 
invite you to celebrate our 90 year 

anniversary this year with fun events 
like Speakeasy Saturdays, Drive-in 

Movies and so much more! 

TAKING A RIDE ON THE SLIDE

A child takes a ride on the slide at Fowler Park at Luke Air Force Base. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Airman 1st Class Zoie Rider)

plete training with lessons learned and 
experienced by Air Combat Command 
units,” Mares said. “This is paramount 
for our development going forward.” 

Approximately 150 F-35 weapons 
loaders will receive training directly 
from those trained by team Hill. 

“We will systematically develop our 
airmen’s competence through deliber-
ate training events and hone their con-
fidence through standardization and 
repetition,” Pelletier said. “It is our in-
tent to make this training a staple for 
all newly assigned airmen.”

Whether it’s night flying, dog fight-
ing or loading external munitions for 
increased capabilities, it all comes 
down to training like we fight and be-
ing prepared for any mission.

“Our objectives are designed to en-
sure we train the best maintainers and 
aircrew to stay ahead of any potential 
adversary,” Pelletier said. “Whether an 
aircrew member or maintainer, every-
one who departs Luke for another F-35 
assignment will be better mentally and 
technically equipped to operate in an 
operational environment.”  

Senior Airman Levi Aydt, 56th Component Maintenance Squadron load crew member, di-
rects the jammer driver to position dummy munitions on an external pylon. The F-35A 
Lightning II can have external pylons installed for additional munitions while in combat. (U.S. 
Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)
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Modern attack submarines are the 
most technologically advanced and 
capable undersea warfighters in the 
world. Operating these highly complex 
submarines require sailors from the 
U.S. Navy’s submarine community, 
also known as the “Silent Service.”

Petty officer 1st Class Huy Vu, a 
2005 Independence High graduate and 
native of Glendale, Arizona, has served 
for 13 years and works as a Navy ma-
chinist’s mate (nuclear) serving aboard 
one of the world’s most advanced 
nuclear-powered submarines, U.S.S. 
Charlotte, homeported at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.

As a Navy machinist’s mate (nucle-
ar), Vu is responsible for the safe op-
eration and maintenance of the ship’s 
propulsion plant.

Vu credits success in the Navy to 
many of the lessons learned in Glendale.

“I was taught to be kind to others, 
which is important in the Navy,” Vu said.

Jobs are highly varied aboard the 
submarine. Approximately 130 sailors 

make up the submarine’s crew, doing 
everything from handling weapons to 
maintaining nuclear reactors.

Attack submarines are designed to 
hunt down and destroy enemy subma-
rines and surface ships; strike targets 
ashore with cruise missiles; carry and 
deliver Navy SEALs; carry out intelli-
gence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
missions; and engage in mine warfare. 
Their primary tactical advantage is 
stealth, operating undetected under the 
sea for long periods of time.

Because of the demanding environ-
ment aboard submarines, personnel 
are accepted only after rigorous testing 
and observation. Submariners are some 
of the most highly trained and skilled 
people in the Navy. Regardless of their 
specialty, everyone has to learn how 
everything on the ship works and how 
to respond in emergencies to become 
“qualified in submarines” and earn the 
right to wear the coveted gold or silver 
dolphins on their uniform.

Though there are many ways for sail-
ors to earn distinction in their command, 
community and career, Vu is most proud 
of earning his submarine dolphins.

“It tested me because it 
was difficult, but I did it,” 
Vu said.

Being stationed in Pearl 
Harbor, often referred to as 
the gateway to the Pacific in 
defense circles, means Vu 
is serving in a part of the 
world taking on a new im-
portance in America’s focus 
on rebuilding military read-
iness, strengthening allianc-
es and reforming business 
practices in support of the 
National Defense Strategy.

“Our priorities center 
on people, capabilities 
and processes, and will be 
achieved by our focus on 
speed, value, results and 
partnerships,” Secretary 
of the Navy Richard V. 
Spencer said. “Readiness, 
lethality and moderniza-
tion are the requirements 
driving these priorities.”

The Navy has been piv-
otal in helping maintain 
peace and stability in the 
Pacific region for decades. 
The Pacific is home to 
more than 50 percent of 
the world’s population, 
many of the world’s larg-
est and smallest econo-
mies, several of the world’s largest 
militaries, and many U.S. allies.

As a member of one of the U.S. Na-
vy’s most relied upon assets, Vu and 
other sailors know they are part of a leg-

acy that will last beyond their lifetimes, 
one that will provide a critical compo-
nent of the Navy the nation needs.

“Serving means honor and duty to 
our country,” Vu added. 

Glendale native is member of ‘Silent Service’
BY ERICA R. GARDNER 
Chief Mass Communication Specialist, 
Navy Office of Community Outreach

Petty officer 1st Class Huy Vu, a 2005 Independence High 
graduate and native of Glendale, has served for 13 years and 
works as a Navy machinist’s mate (nuclear) serving aboard 
one of the world’s most advanced nuclear-powered subma-
rines, U.S.S. Charlotte. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication 
Specialist 2nd Class Brian T. Glunt)

AIRMAN & FAMILY READINESS CENTER

*Limited Services for DoD Civilians and their families

Contact us for further information: (623) 856-6550
Email: 56fss.fsfr@luke.af.mil

7282 N. 137th Ave. Bldg.1113 Luke AFB, AZ. 85309
“We’re never the wrong place to go!”

Monthly Dept. of LaborTAP EmploymentWorkshop

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
• Tr ansition Services (Active Duty to Civilian)

o Mandatory Separation\Retirement\Preseperation Counseling
o Mandatory 5 Day Department of Labor
TAP Employment Workshop
o Employment Assistance
o SBA quarterly Boots to Business Workshop
o Higher Education Training
o Resume Writing and Federal Employment Workshops

•  Discovery Center - Resources for relocation, transition, employment, 
housing, schools, and more!

•  AMVETS – Provides medical records screening and assistance with
VA disability claims

• P ersonal Development Information & Resources
o Like us on Facebook: Luke A&FRC

•  Military & Family Life Counselor
Assistance

•  Financial Counseling Education
•  Relocation & Sponsorship Services
•  School Liaison Offi cer - Addresses

educational issues involving military
children and youth in the local
school community

MILITARY MEMBERS, DOD CIVILIANS*, RESERVE, GUARD,
MILITARY RETIREES & ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS

Luke Annual Job Fair October 16, 2019

• P ersonal Development Information & Resources

2013 FORD EDGE LMTD 5DR
28975A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14,888
2017 JEEP RENEGADE LATITUDE
180236A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,888
2017 CHEVY COLORADO 2WD LT
F80516A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,888
2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LMD
194030A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,888
2014 CHEVY TRAVERSE 2WD LT
188227A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,888
2017 DODGE JOURNEY  CROSSPLUS
188199A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,888
2017 FORD ESCAPE SUV CERTIFIED
28965 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,888
2012 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER LMD
28974A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,888
2013 NISSAN FRONTIER 4WD KCAB
186616A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,888

2013 CHEVY SILVERADO 2WD LT
186392A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18,888
2015 JEEP CHEROKEE LMTD 2WD
186517A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19,888
2013 FORD F150 CRW FX2
194036A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22,888
2014 CHEVY SILVERADO 2WD LT
F80525E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,888
2014 CHEVY SILVERADO CREW LT
186582A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,888
2016 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500 WT
F90328A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,888
2010 FORD F350 CRW XLT 4WD
F90290A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26,888
2016 TOYOTA TACOMA 4WD SR5
29013 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26,888
2015 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER LMD
186526B   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29,888

2015 JEEP WRANGLER RUBICON
194155A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29,888
2017 JEEP WRANGLER 4DR 4WD SPORT
186724A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30,888
2015 GMC YUKON 2WD SLE
193997A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $31,888
2017 GMC ACADIA DENALI 2WD
194042A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $33,888
2015 GMC SIERRA  4WD DENALI 
186881B   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $37,888
2018 DODGE RAM CRW SPORT
186821A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39,888
2015 CHEVY TAHOE 2WD LTZ
F80293A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $43,888
2013 FORD F350  4WD LARIAT
193543A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $43,888
2015 GMC SIERRA 2500 DENALI
J21092B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $43,888

2015 LEXUS IS
#189845B, 350C CONV

$27,888

2016 FORD ESCAPE
#28799, SE

$16,888

2018 HYUNDAI SONATA
#180313B, LTD

$18,888

2018 FORD MUSTANG 
CERTIFIED #189975A

$22,888

2018 FORD EXPEDITION 
CERTIFIED  #28815

$57,888

2014 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
SV #F80358A

 $16,888

2015 FORD C-MAX 
CERTIFIED #28840

$15,888

2017 LINCOLN MKZ
#28795, SEDAN

$25,888

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE
#186134A, LATITIUDE

$15,888

2015 FORD FUSION 
CERTIFIED #28825

$16,888

2015 HYUNDAI ACCENT
 GLS #189506A

$8,888

2017 FORD TRANSIT 
12 PASSENGER #28812

$24,888

2013 DODGE DART
STX #188570B

$8,888

2015 NISSAN ROGUE
#188850F, LMD

$13,888

2017 FORD FOCUS
#28798, SEL

$12,888

1.800.601.1908

2015 TOYOTA SIENNA 
VAN #186362A

$23,888

2015 LEXUS IS
#189845B, 350C CONV

$27,888

2016 FORD ESCAPE
#28799, SE

$16,888

2018 HYUNDAI SONATA
#180313B, LTD
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2018 FORD MUSTANG 
CERTIFIED #189975A

$22,888

2018 FORD EXPEDITION 
CERTIFIED  #28815

$57,888

2014 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
SV #F80358A

 $16,888

2015 FORD C-MAX 
CERTIFIED #28840

$15,888

2017 LINCOLN MKZ
#28795, SEDAN

$25,888

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE
#186134A, LATITIUDE

$15,888

2015 FORD FUSION 
CERTIFIED #28825

$16,888

2015 HYUNDAI ACCENT
 GLS #189506A

$8,888

2017 FORD TRANSIT 
12 PASSENGER #28812

$24,888

2013 DODGE DART
STX #188570B

$8,888

2015 NISSAN ROGUE
#188850F, LMD

$13,888

2017 FORD FOCUS
#28798, SEL

$12,888

1.800.601.1908

2015 TOYOTA SIENNA 
VAN #186362A

$23,888

All prices are plus tax, title and $349 Doc Fee. All o� ers expire 6/19/19 at close of business.
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Visit us on the 15th - 21st of each month to receive your Free Heroes Breakfast 
from 6am - 9am. Swipe your Tribute Rewards Card at any promotional kiosk 

and press the “Heroes Breakfast” tile to claim your free food voucher.

Exclusive offer only for Tribute Rewards Members. Management has the right to alter/cancel without notice. Please play responsibly.
An Enterprise of the Tohono O'odham Nation. 

We can’t thank you enough!
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ARE YOU OUT LOOKING FOR YOUR NEXT HOUSE?

* ACTIVE MILITARY DISCOUNTS * VETERAN DISCOUNTS                                                          
* FIRST RESPONDER DISCOUNTS

TITLE INSURANCE - ESCROW SERVICES - ACCOUNT SERVICING

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH                                                                                              
OVER 70 OFFICES STATEWIDE

WWW.PTAAZ.COM

The former 56th Fighter Wing fl ag-
ship F-16 Fighting Falcon, tail number 
89-2056, got a paint job, and it’s taking 
its new look to the skies above Luke 
Air Force Base. 

Per Air Force Instruction, only one 
aircraft is allowed to carry the lead 
56th FW tail, and that title belongs to 
an F-35A Lightning II, tail number 12-
5056. However, an exception was made 
using heritage approval guidance.

“The 19th AF approved the desig-
nation of a ‘heritage tail’ to allow dual 
lead aircraft,” said Tech. Sgt. Jason 
Stachowski, 56th Equipment Mainte-
nance Squadron corrosion control non-
commissioned offi cer in charge.

“Aircraft 89-2056 served as the 
wing’s fl agship from 1993 until 2015, 
when the F-35 was designated as the 
fl agship,” said Chief Master Sgt. Jona-
than Veal, 310th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit superintendent. 

“With its rich history as the com-
mander’s aircraft and fl own by several 
commanders, who went on to be senior 
leaders across the Air Force, it was 

the obvious choice to designate as the 
wing heritage fl agship.”  

The paint scheme of most F-16s is 
subdued. However, the new look takes 

the jet back to its 1978 roots when the 
F-16 was fi rst in service.

“We added the colored thunderbolt 
tail fl ash on the top of the aircraft, a 

black and white shadowed tail fl ash, 
color patches of all squadrons operat-
ing at Luke, as well as several other 
colored aircraft markings to make it 

F-16 Fighting Falcon Heritage aircraft gets new look
BY STAFF SGT. JENNA BIGHAM
56th Fighter Wing, Public Affairs

Left, An F-16 Fighting Falcon sits on the runway with its newly painted vintage tail fl ash at Luke Air Force Base. The F-16 will promote 
the heritage and role the aircraft has played in the Air Force and the airmen who fl y and maintain it. Right, Staff Sgt. Joseph Berry, 310th 
Aircraft Maintenance Unit low observable aircraft structural maintenance craftsman, prepares a paint solution for an F-16 Fighting Falcon 
at Luke Air Force Base. Berry and other members of the 310th AMU restored the vintage paint design on a single F-16, which pays tribute 
to the aircraft’s heritage and its continued role in developing fi ghter pilots. (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Caleb Worpel)
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Every Thursday 
Is Military 

Appreciation Day!

Must present coupon at time or write-up. May not 
be combined with any other offers or specials. 
Valid on Honda/Acura vehicles only. Offer valid 
at Earnhardt Honda Avondale. Offer expires 
6/19/2019.

*Must be present at time of write-up. Excludes 
tires and batteries. Plus shop fee based on non-
discounted retail price, not to exceed $150 (where 
permitted). Most vehicles. Not valid with other 
offers. One coupon per customer. No cash value. 
See store for details. Offer valid at Earnhardt 
Honda Avondale. Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 6/19/2019.

*Must present coupon at time of write-up. 
Honda & Acura Vehicles only. 6cyl from 
$499.95 +tax. Not valid with any other coupon 
or specials. Valid only at Earnhardt Honda. 
Limit 1 per customer. Tax and environmental 
fees extra. Offer valid at Earnhardt Honda 
Avondale. Expires 6/19/2019.

Timing Belt 
Special
Starting at

Ladies’ Day
Oil Change Special

Available every Wednesday to Ladies

Buy 3 Tires
Get 4th for $1*
Purchase any three in stock, and get 

the 4th for just $1 Includes 2 year 
free road hazard and free lifetime
tire rotation Requires a 4-wheel 

alignment for $129.95, and mounting 
and road force balancing $80.00.

To schedule Service 
Call 623-463-4400

OPEN TIL 7PM MON-FRI & TIL 6PM ON SAT

Don’t get stranded or cause engine
damage with a broken timing belt.
Honda recommends replacing this
critical element every 5-years or

60,000 miles in areas where
temperatures are high.

To schedule Service
Call 623-463-4400

Earnhardt Honda
SCHEDULE: 623-463-4400 or EarnhardtHonda.com

* Additional charge for installation, alignment, 
and parts or service if needed. Shop fee 
based on non-discounted retail price, not to 
exceed $35 (where permitted). Most vehicles. 
Tires must be installed by Earnhardt Honda. 
Mounting, balancing, and alignment are 
required. Not valid with any other coupon or 
special. Not valid with any other offers. 
Limit 1 per customer. No cash value. 
See store for details. Offer valid at Earnhardt 
Honda Avondale. Expires 6/19/2019.

GET A BONUS OIL CHANGE BUY 4 OIL CHANGES | GET THE 5TH ON US

10151 W. PAPAGO FWY, AVONDALE

$500 OFF 
Any Oil Change Service

To schedule Service
Call 623-463-4400

4 Cyl

$39995
+TAX

To schedule Service
Call 623-463-4400-15%*

For more informat ion cal l  623-935-9040 or v is i t  www. l i tchf ie ld-park .org

The City of Litchfield Park
Proudly Supports

Luke Air Force Base

Cold  Shot t  and 
The Hurr icane Ho rns

SEASON F INALE
Doug Deatherage and 

The Desert Knights Band

March 17
4-6pm

Apri l  5  
7 -9pm

Br ing  your b lanke ts  o r  lawn cha irs to  The Wigwam in beaut i fu l  
L i tch f ie ld  Park  for  l i ve music  per fo rmed by  ta lented  Ar izona bands

stand out,” Stachowski said. 
The paint job took three days to com-

plete, but the project was in the works 
for months and involved a team of 16 
airmen taking the process from idea to 
fruition. 

“When the F-35s came to Luke, a lot 
of attention was diverted away from 
the F-16. We wanted to show the 56th 
Fighter Wing and the community that 
no matter which aircraft you work on 
or fl y in or what your career fi eld is, 
we’re all here to train the world’s great-
est fi ghter pilots and combat ready air-
men,” Stachowski said. 

Veal also talked about the airmen’s 
sense of pride when they understand 

the heritage and history of the Air 
Force, wings, squadrons and their 
units.  

“We owe it to our predecessors to 
carry the torch and preserve the unit’s 
success while creating our own,” Veal 
added.

With its new paint scheme, the heri-
tage aircraft is well suited to fulfi ll the 
numerous requests for fl y-overs, stat-
ic displays and educational tours that 
highlight the hard work and dedication 
of the airmen across the 56th FW. 

“We’re paying respect to the past 
with the F-16 and looking to the 
future with the F-35”, Stachowski 
concluded. 

An F-16 Fighting Falcon with a completed vintage paint design sits on the runway at Luke 
Air Force Base. The F-16 will promote the heritage and role the aircraft has played in the 
Air Force and the airmen who fl y and maintain it. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Caleb 
Worpel)

WING MISSION BRIEFING

Brig. Gen. Todd Canterbury, 56th Fighter wing commander, provides a wing mission 
brief to the Honorary Commanders at Luke Air Force Base on January 8. The briefi ng 
provided an overview of how we train the world’s greatest fi ghter pilots and com-
bat-ready airmen. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)
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NEED MORE SPACE?
Gabriela Mini & RV Storage

LARGE COMMERCIAL SIZES • BOATS & RVs

10812 N. Bullard Ave., Suprise
623-584-1404 • gabrielaministorage.com

A/C & Non-A/C Units • 24-Hour Surveillance Cameras
Computer Controlled Security Gate • Units Are Fire Alarmed & Have Sprinklers

Units Are Burglar Alarmed • Free RV Dump Stations For Renters

Plus An Additional

10% OFF
For Active

Military Personnel
Must show Military ID

NEW SPECIAL

$4800

per month
5' x 10' Non A/C Unit

Not valid with any other offer

Large Commercial 
Use Drive-Up Unit

743 Square Feet
$400 

per month!
Only 1 Available

The efforts of blood drive coordina-
tors throughout the state were applaud-
ed in February at Valentines for Life, 
the premier annual awards event for 
Vitalant (formerly known as United 
Blood Services).

Among those recognized was Luke 
Air Force Base, which received the 
Hero Award, Vitalant’s most pres-
tigious honor. The designation is 
reached by just 3 percent of all blood 
drive coordinators across Arizo-
na. Hero Award recipients provide the 
largest impact on the blood supply 
by going above and beyond with out-
standing blood drive planning, as well 
as recruiting donors on difficult days 
or during times of the year when the 
need was most critical.

Last year, volunteer blood drive co-
ordinators from 1,476 organizations 
hosted 3,572 blood drives across Ari-
zona, which provided 95,312 blood do-
nations. Because blood can be separat-
ed into components to benefit multiple 
patients, those donations saved about a 
quarter million lives.

With the support of their senior lead-
ership and blood drive committees, 50 
Hero Award winners alone provided 
Arizona patients with 16,780 lifesav-
ing blood donations.

Even back in the 1950s, hospital pa-

tients could count on Luke Air Force 
Base to provide volunteer blood do-
nors. As hero recipients for the 14th 
time, it continues a proud tradition. 
Base blood drive coordinators Capt. 
Shelby McKay and Master Sgt. Mor-

gan Iorio engage almost every squad-
ron to get involved. Each squadron 
competes during the year to earn the 
title of “red baron.” They hosted a re-
cord 53 blood drives and their efforts 
brought in 735 donations in 2018.

“We are extremely proud and grate-
ful for their devotion to the blood pro-
gram and for Luke’s overall service to 
our country,” said Sid Lewis, senior 
director of donor recruitment for Vita-
lant’s southwest division.

Honored guests at the Valentines for 
Life event heard an inspiring story from 
a man named David, who is alive to-
day with the help of 39 blood donors. In 
March 2017, his doctor sent him to the 
emergency room, where an oncologist 
confirmed he had leukemia and would 
have survived only three or four weeks 
had he not come to the hospital. David 
spent 100 days in the hospital over the 
next nine months, enduring rounds of 
chemotherapy, overcoming medical 
setbacks and receiving blood transfu-
sions. He heard the words “your cancer 
is in remission” on December 19, 2017.

“Blood donors gave me a chance to 
get married and see another birthday 
and Christmas,” David said. “I am so 
inspired by their sacrifice.” 

Luke Air Force Base earns Hero Award  
BY FCP STAFF

Capt. Shelby McKay and Master Sgt. Morgan Iorio of Luke Air Force Base were among the 
top 3 percent of award-winning blood drive coordinators recently honored by Vitalant (for-
merly known as United Blood Services). As blood drive coordinators for Luke, they earned 
a Hero Award for providing the largest impact on the blood supply. Of the 1,476 organiza-
tions that sponsored blood drives last year, Luke was one of the top 50 across Arizona that 
qualified for the Hero Award. D-backs legend Luis “Gonzo” Gonzalez joined in as a special 
guest to congratulate Hero Award winners. From left to right are Gonzalez, Iorio, McKay 
and Vitalant Southwest Division President Tom Choi.

  Joan Lunden, journalist, best-selling 
author, former host of Good Morning America 
and senior living advocate.

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families fi nd senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs. Our Advisors are trusted, 
local experts who can help you understand 
your options.

  Joan Lunden
author, former host of 
and senior living advocate.

your options.

There’s no cost to you! 
(844) 880-2798

 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

UNDERSTAND YOUR OPTIONS — Learn the di� erent types 
of senior care available

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE — Our Advisors have the local 
knowledge to help you hand pick communities in your area

SIMPLIFY — Your dedicated Advisor will simplify your search 
and help schedule tours

EXPERIENCE — Our Advisors help thousands of families            
understand their options every day

Call today to connect with a 
SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE
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HERE’S WHERE

SOLANO AT
SIENNA HILLS
NOW OPEN

BROOKSIDE AT
ARROYO SECO
OPENING LATE
SPRING 2019

CRESTWOOD AT
CANYON TRAILS

ROOSEVELT PARK
OPENING APRIL 2019

VISTA DIAMANTE AT 
CAMELBACK RANCH
OPENING LATE 2019

OPENING FALL 2019

NOW OPEN

PROUDLY WELCOMING HOME
THE VALLEY’S HOMETOWN HEROES

Since building our first home in 1978, we’ve had the privilege of building 
over 90,000 homes in hundreds of communities across North America.

In the process, we have earned numerous awards for our homes, our 
communities and our customer service. For all you do, we look forward to 

showing you what we can do for you.

To thank you for your great service, we are 
honored to offer a special incentive towards the 

purchase of your new Mattamy home.

Where hometown
heroes can find a new

Mattamy home in 
the West Valley.

Hometown Heroes include retired and active military, fire, police and 
teachers. Hometown Hero offer is valid on new home purchases only 
and may vary by home and community. All illustrations are artist’s 
conception. Dates and location points provided are approximate. Of-
fers, terms and conditions are subject to change or withdrawal without 
notice. Speak with a Mattamy Homes New Home Counselor for full 
details. E. & O.E. Builder’s ROC #249191B. 3/1/19. MATPHX009

To see all of Mattamy Homes’ Phoenix 
area communities and to register your 

interest in coming soon communities, visit 
us at www.mattamyhomes.com/phoenix,

or call 623-300-2022.

FOLLOW US  |

SALES CENTER HOURS:
Daily 10am-6pm, Wednesday 1pm-6pm

Luke Air Force Base
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Capt. Andrew “Dojo” Olson, F-35A 
Lightning II Demonstration Team 
commander and pilot, has spent the 
last three months designing, develop-
ing and practicing the maneuvers of the 
all new demo profile.

Fourteen maneuvers make up the 
aerobatic performance, many of which 
have never been seen by public audi-
ences.

“The maneuvers showcase the full 
envelope of the F-35,” Olson said. “On 
the slow end, we’ll get down to less than 
100 miles per hour of air speed, just 
barely hanging there but in complete 
control. Then on the high end, we’re go-
ing to take it up to just below the sound 
barrier for the high-speed pass. We’re 
also going to be pulling up to 9Gs, nine 
times the force of gravity, and carving 
the jet into the air at huge angles of at-
tack of more than 50 degrees.”

Maneuvers in the demonstration in-
clude: High Alpha Half Cuban; Weap-
ons Bay Doors Pass; Minimum Radius 
Turn to High Alpha Loop; Pedal Turn; 
Square Loop; Slow Speed to Power 

Climb with a Split-S Reposition; Invert-
ed to Inverted Roll and Tactical Pitch.

Each air show demonstration is 
scheduled to last approximately 30 
minutes. Half of the show will be spent 
performing jaw-dropping maneuvers 

and the other half performing the Her-
itage Flight profile with select vintage 
war planes.

Olson said he does not have a favor-
ite maneuver but spoke about the Pedal 
Turn with enthusiasm.

“When you watch the ground foot-
age from the pedal turn, it’s almost un-
believable to witness what you’re see-
ing,” he said. “Any inverted maneuver, 
where you’re upside down at negative 
1G and hanging from the straps in the 
seat, is a really fun maneuver to do. 
You’re seeing the world from a whole 
different perspective.”

Olson mentioned that hanging in the 
straps is not something often done in 

fighter aircraft, so seeing this one-of-a-
kind performance is sure to be a spec-
tacle. To achieve such a unique demo 
profile, he has been preparing in many 
ways.

“By the time it’s done, we’ll be at 
close to 30 training flights,” Olson said. 
“Countless hours in the simulator, aca-
demics on the ground before the first 
flight ever occurred and then after ev-
ery training event there is careful anal-
ysis of the video from both the ground 
and in the cockpit. Viewing the videos 
after each flight has proven essential 
to this historic demo pilot’s training as 
he continues to refine his skills in the 
aircraft.

F-35 Demo Team pilot practices new maneuvers
BY STAFF SGT. JENSEN STIDHAM 
F-35A Demo Team, Public Affairs

Located in the 
SYBIL B. HARRINGTON 
GALLERIES

Generously 
supported by

PRESENTING SPONSORS
ELLIE AND MICHAEL ZIEGLER

 COME FACE-TO-FACE 

 WITH THE LARGEST 

COLLECTION OF MUMMIES 

EVER ASSEMBLED

LIMITED TIME ONLY

Luke Air Force Base, thank you for your service! To show 
our gratitude, bring this ad and your military ID to receive 
$2 off general admission for you and up to four guests. 

Valid March 1–May 26, 2019. In-person purchase only. Valid military ID must be shown at time 
of purchase. Not valid with any other coupons, offers, or promotions.

Left, Capt. Andrew “Dojo” Olson, F-35 Demonstration Team pilot and commander, performs a high-speed vertical climb during an F-35 
Demo practice at Luke Air Force Base January 16. Right, Capt. Andrew “Dojo” Olson performs a weapons bay doors pass. Throughout 
the off-season, the F-35 Demo Team has been practicing and refining its new demonstration that will highlight the F-35A Lightning II’s full 
maneuvering capabilities. (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Alexander Cook)
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“I’m just a human trying to fly this 

thing as best as I can, making sure 
my mistakes are small, manageable 
and correctable every time,” Olson 
said.

And just as a lot of flying time is 
important to the training, the sim-
ple things are just as essential to a 
high-performance athlete like Olson.

He said getting in the gym, staying 
fit, eating right and getting plenty of 
sleep are just a few of the things he 
keeps in mind, saying the flight is a 
workout in and of itself.

“Other demo teams may give you 
a sample of one or two of these ma-
neuvers, but nowhere else will you see 
all of the best maneuvers on the planet 
combined into one epic demo,” Olson 
said. “There’s no filler in this flight. 
It’s a light the afterburner and rage for 
30 minutes kind of show.”

The F-35 Demo Team will perform 
at air shows across the country in 2019. 
During their historic inaugural season, 
Olson and the team of six maintainers 
and support personnel plan to interact 
with as many air show attendees as 
they can. So get your sunscreen out 
and earplugs in because 2019 is shap-
ing up to be the most intense air show 
season ever. 

As a "�ank You" to those who have or are currently serving in the military, 
or as a firefighter, police officer, teacher, or medical professional, we'd like 

to give you a special discount on a brand new home!

Apply 1% of the base price of a new home from Woodside Homes Arizona 
toward the home options of your choice.

Choose from hundreds of upgrades and create your own wonderful place 
to call home   because you've

done the same for us. 

WoodsideHomes.com/Arizona

HONORING OUR 

HEROES

®

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

 Vito Simplicio  or  Stephanie Derendal
623-469-0153

HereToHelpYouHomeAZ@woodsidehomes.com

O�ers, incentives, and Woodside Homes contributions are subject to terms, conditions, and restrictions, which 
may include the requirement of using preferred lenders and closing agents. Some incentives could a�ect the 
loan amount. Woodside Homes reserves the right to change or withdraw any o�er or incentive at any time. 
Woodside Homes reserves the right to change �oor plans, features, elevations, prices, materials and 
speci�cations without notice. Optional features may be predetermined and included at additional cost to 

Buyer and are subject to construction cut-o� dates.  All square footages and measurements are approximate. Images are 
an artist’s conception only. Persons pictured do not re�ect racial or other demographic preferences. This advertisement is 
for illustration purposes only and is not part of a legally binding contract. Please see Sales Professional      for full details. If 
you are working with a REALTOR or real estate agent, they must accompany and register you on your �rst visit.  02/2019 

AVIATION AT PLAY

Planes fly everywhere on the aviation-themed playground at Luke Air Force Base. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zoie Rider)
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,,,. 
SPACIOUS SUITES FREE BREAKFAST 

HIGH SPEED INTERNET INDOOR POOL 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION 

SPRlnGHILL SUITES®

MARRIOTT 

(928) 776-0998
200 EAST SHELDON STREET I PRESCOTT, AZ 86301 

www.marriott.com/PRCSH I www.facebook.com/springhillprescott 

l Psychics  l Mediums  l Aura Photos  l Retail Shop  

l Reiki & Holistic Wellness Practitioners

l Metaphysical & Spiritual Classes & Events

l Coffee & Conversation Fridays 10am

Open for Psychic Readings: Tues-Fri  
10 am-4 pm, Other hours by appointment

West Valley Psychic and Wellness Expo
Saturday, April 6, 2019, from 9am to 4pm - $5 cash admission 

At the Sun City Lodge #72, 18810 N. 107th Avenue, Sun City 85373
Call 623-335-5339 for more information

623-583-1330
12630 N 103rd Ave, Suite 244 • Sun City, AZ 85351

Subscribe to our email list for current activities at support@theplaceofspiritualwisdom.com

Veterans throughout the USA have a 
proud tradition of sacrifice and serving 
our country with dedication, profes-
sionalism and commitment. In Arizo-
na, we are home to numerous military 
installations, including Luke Air Force 
Base in Glendale. As a result, Arizo-
na and the West Valley of the Phoenix 
metropolitan area has a large popula-
tion of veterans.

In the same way those veterans were 
proud to serve their nation, the staff 
and faculty at Glendale Community 
College is proud to serve our U. S. vet-
erans. Since its inception in the mid-
1960s, Glendale Community College 
has been dedicated to helping veterans 
with their academic careers. Over the 
decades, the number of veterans taking 
classes at GCC has grown steadily to 
nearly 1,000 per year.  

To better serve this large population, 
the faculty, staff and administration at 
Glendale Community College dedicat-
ed a building for this purpose. In the 
spring of 2017, they held a grand open-

ing of the Glendale Community College 
Veterans Services Center. As a result of 
this, and its long history of helping vet-
erans, GCC has been named a Veteran 
Supportive Campus by the Arizona De-
partment of Veterans Services. 

The Glendale Community College 
Veterans Services Center is a one-stop 
shop for veterans who want to transi-
tion from military life to civilian life 
through higher education. The goal at 
GCC is to provide a wide range of aca-
demic opportunities for students, from 
certificates of completion to degrees 
and from refresher classes to getting 
credits as they work towards transfer-
ring to a university. 

The academic advisors in the Vet-
erans Services Center are veterans 
themselves and also serve the role of 
VA Certifying Officials. The advisors 
assist in planning academic paths, 
identifying federal and state benefit 
options, certifying education benefits, 
and connecting veterans with services, 
both on campus and in the surrounding 
community.

In addition to Active Duty Military 
Tuition Assistance, the GCC Veterans 

Services Center services six different 
VA education benefits. The VSC also 
guides student veterans through degree 
planning, as well as class selection and 
registration. The academic advisors at 
the GCC Veterans Services Center are 
deeply knowledgeable about the count-
less scholarship and financial aid op-
tions that are available to veterans and 
can guide them on the most appropriate 
path. The services that GCC provides 
are not limited to academics; As part 
of the career counseling, the advisors 
at the VSC will help veterans explore 
civilian career options and learn about 
job search tools. 

Glendale Community College is 
proud to be the school of choice for 
such a large population of veterans.  
The college will continue to serve our 
veterans with the same pride our vet-
erans exhibited when they served the 
United States.  

Glendale Community College serves veterans with pride
BY JOHN HECKENLAIBLE 
Marketing and Communications 
Glendale Community College

The Veterans Services Center at Glendale Community College. (Photo courtesy Glendale Community College)



Spring 2019	 FCP Visions	 29

As the largest fighter wing in the 
world, Luke Air Force Base often has 
the responsibility of sharing important 
practices and methods stemming from 
the innovation of our Airmen – in and 
out of uniform.

Since Chief of Staff of the Air Force 
Gen. David L. Goldfein announced his 
initiative to revitalize squadrons, an 
assigned task force has been visiting 
bases and producing visible changes as 
part of an implementation plan.

According to the findings in the im-
plementation plan, Col. Russell Willi-
ford, director of the Revitalizing Squad-
rons Task Force, said there are three 
key attributes to a successful squadron: 
verifiable mission success, purposeful 
leadership and esprit de corps.

These key attributes are being imple-
mented through three lines of effort: 
focusing on the mission, strengthen-
ing leadership and culture, and taking 
care of Airmen and their families. The 
task force, in conjunction with a Roy-
al Canadian Air Force (RCAF) Family 
Advocate representative, visited Luke 
on January 17 to promote practices and 
identify improvements specifically on 
task three, taking care of Airmen and 
families. The plan includes helping 
squadrons better support Airmen and 
families by building on their resilience 
and strengthening family support pro-
grams and community connections.

“Luke is well-known for many dif-
ferent things,” Williford said. “The 
reputation of Luke across the Air Force 
is one that does community engage-
ment and taking care of their people 
very well. The amount of community 
engagement and the Community Initia-
tives Team (CIT) in particular is some-
thing that is unique to Luke. These 
programs have the ability to show 
what close community ties and ongo-
ing communications can do in an area 
that has a dense population and a very 
important mission.”

Increasing pressures of urban devel-
opment are a high priority on Luke’s 
leaders’ list of concerns. Luke is one of 
the few Air Force installations that has 
a dedicated office and staff, the CIT, to 
foster direct communication channels 
and build positive relationships with 
local authorities, community members 
and elected officials.

“Our trip to Luke was to initiate a di-
alogue with the wing and the folks who 
are performing these really important 

missions,” Williford said. “Coming 
here was a learning aspect to under-
stand, with allies, how we can share 
practices affecting these programs. For 
our team in particular, seeing the best 
practices which Luke is performing in 
person helps us use them to facilitate 
across the entire Air Force.”

Williford explained that Luke holds 
a robust status across the Air Force for 
the programs it has in place to contin-
ually improve the partnerships for Air-
men and their families.

Col. Heather Thorne-Albright, 
RCAF family advocate, spent the day 
touring Luke with the task force to 
learn from and help improve similar 
programs in the RCAF.

“Our countries are not that different 
in the challenges they face in terms of 
retention, recruiting and trying to find 
the proper work-life balance for our 
people,” Thorne-Albright said. “Luke 
has so many great ideas and people 
doing outstanding work in these com-
munity engagement and family support 
areas that they have here in their com-
munity. We hope to go back and see 
which of these ideas we can borrow 
to help our men and women and their 
families back in the RCAF.”

Having learned from the task force, 
Thorne-Albright realized the policy 
implementation process was adapted 
for specific reasons.

“One of the best parts was that this 
isn’t just out-of-the-box thinking,” 
Thorne-Albright said. “This is a me-
thodical approach with concrete sur-
veys and data analysis. There wasn’t an 
expectation that we can change every-
thing tomorrow. Instead of a Band-Aid 

fix, Luke has taken the time to get the 
data, do the homework, and are com-
pletely invested and highly motivated 
into making these community pro-
grams successful.”

As the task force continues to work to-
ward the revitalization of squadrons, they 
continue to learn from adaptive bases and 

teams of Airmen who are at the forefront 
of these initiatives, such as Luke.

“Discussing these challenges initiat-
ed a longer dialogue to learn from each 
other,” Williford said. “It was a natu-
ral synergy between all of us to come 
together and learn more about how to 
make the Air Force better.” 

Team Luke hosts Revitalizing Squadron Task Force
BY SENIOR AIRMAN CALEB WORPEL 
56th Fighter Wing, Public Affairs

Left, Col. Russell Williford, director of Revitalizing Squadrons Task Force, meets with his staff and members of the 56th Fighter Wing at 
Luke Air Force Base on January 17. The task force, in conjunction with a Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) Family Advocate representative, 
visited Luke to promote practices and identify improvements which need to be made in achieving squadron revitalization initiatives. Right, 
from left to right, Major Shawna Parker, deputy director of Revitalizing Squadrons Task Force; Col. Russell Williford, director of Revitalizing 
Squadrons Task Force; Col. Heather Thorne-Albright, Royal Canadian Air Force family advocate; and Chief Master Sgt. Johnathan Hover, 
chief of Revitalizing Squadrons Task Force, visited Luke. (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Caleb Worpel)
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Bring in your Treatment Plan  
and we will  

Meet or Beat any price!

Omaima Samain, D.D.S.

1st Classic Dental
13203 N. 103rd Ave., Ste. G1, Sun City

623-974-6660

Same Day Dentures & One Hour Repair Available
Walk-ins Welcome • Financing Available for Everyone

Cosmetic & General Dentistry

Loving, Caring, Friendly, Staff

SINGLE IMPLANT ABUTMENT  
& CROWN

Offers cannot be combined with insurance or any other offers.  
Offers expire 06-30-19.

Offers cannot be combined with 
insurance or any other offers.  

Offers expire 06-30-19.

Offers cannot be combined with 
insurance or any other offers.  

Offers expire 06-30-19.

Offers cannot be combined with 
insurance or any other offers.  

Offers expire 06-30-19.

Offers cannot be combined with 
insurance or any other offers.  

Offers expire 06-30-19.

• FREE Implant Consultation
• FREE Denture Consultation
• FREE Second Opinion

$1,959
*Cleaning in absence of 

periodontal disease.

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

Exam, X-Rays  
& Cleaning*

Limited 

Time 
Offer $35

IMPLANT 
SUPPORTED
DENTURES
$3,495

Each
Includes 2 Implants,  

2 Attachments,  
and Dentures

DENTURES
START AT

$335
Each

Upgrades Available
Lab Onsite

SMILE 
MAKEOVER 

SPECIAL
6 CROWNS

$3,300

Professionals at Airman and Fami-
ly Readiness Centers (A&FRC) stand 
ready to support military spouses 
achieve their short- and long-term em-
ployment goals regardless of where 
they are stationed.

Employment 
skills counselors Air 
Force-wide under-
stand military spous-
es face unique chal-
lenges in the work 
force, and they must 
be prepared to create 
and maintain a porta-
ble career.

This is where A&-
FRC counselors ex-
cel. They cover the gamut of spouse 
employment, from referrals for educa-
tion and training, to the fundamentals 
of resume writing and interviewing, to 
assisting spouses with fi nding the per-
fect job.

“We can help spouses who are just 
starting out in the work force as well 
as those who have an established ca-
reer path,” said Javonika McCree, a 
community readiness analyst and em-
ployment specialist at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Randolph.

“As a military spouse, you have ac-
cess to a number of unique resources 
that will help you achieve your educa-
tion and career goals, whether it’s fi n-

ishing an undergraduate degree, pursu-
ing a training certifi cate or landing a 
new job,” McCree added.

Spouse Education and Career Op-
portunities, or SECO, is an initiative 
that seeks to strengthen education 
and career opportunities for military 
spouses by providing career explora-

tion tools and re-
sources. SECO of-
fers military spouses 
comprehensive ed-
ucation and career 
support, including 
career coaches who 
can help with:
• Career exploration 
– identifying your 
skills, interests and 
aptitudes and select-
ing an interesting 

and rewarding career.
• Education, training and licensure – 
acquiring the right education, technical 
training, license or credential for your 
career goals.
• Employment readiness – resources 
that can help you brush up on current 
trends, write a resume, network and 
hone your interviewing skills.
• Career connections – opening the 
door to opportunities and connections 
through Military Spouse Employ-
ment Partnership, USAJOBS.gov, Ca-
reerOneStop and more.

To learn more about SECO, visit 
https://myseco.militaryonesource.mil/
portal. 

Air Force provides employment 
support for spouses
BY TAMMY COURNOYER
Air Force Personnel Center 
Airman and Family Sustainment

VISTANCIA
Animal Hospital

Vistancia Animal Hospital is proud to now 
serve the area for everything pet related.

623-888-8108
28570 N. El Mirage Rd.,

Suite 104
Peoria, Arizona 85383

NE Corner of El Mirage Rd. & Vistancia Blvd.

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8am – 6pm • Sat. 8am – 1pm • Sun. Closed

$5 OFF
PET’S FIRST EXAM

For New Clients

Looking for preventative maintenance, emergency or 
surgical care? We are here to ensure that your pet 
is cared for like they are our very own. Our team is 
committed to educating our clients in how to keep 

pets healthy with good nutrition and exercise.
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Earnhardt Honda
SCHEDULE: 623-463-4400 or EarnhardtHonda.com

GET A BONUS OIL CHANGE BUY 4 OIL CHANGES | GET THE 5TH ON US
10151 W. PAPAGO FWY, AVONDALE | EarnhardtHonda.com

Earnhardt Honda
“NO BULL” SINCE 1951

*Must be present at time of write-up. Excludes 
tires and batteries. Plus shop fee based on non-
discounted retail price, not to exceed $150 (where 
permitted). Most vehicles. Not valid with other 

Expires 6/30/2019.

*Must present coupon at time of write-up. 
Honda & Acura Vehicles only. 6cyl from 
$479.95 +tax. Not valid with any other coupon 
or specials. Valid only at Earnhardt Honda. 
Limit 1 per customer. Tax and environmental 

Avondale. Expires 6/30/2019.

TIMING BELT
SPECIAL 

OPEN TIL 7PM MON-FRI & TIL 6PM ON SATURDAYS

SPECIAL 

 Call to schedule Service
623-463-4400

Call to schedule Service
623-463-4400

4 Cyl+TAX

15% OFF *

$37995

V6+TAX
$47995

Starting at

Don’t get stranded or cause engine
damage with a broken timing belt.
Honda recommends replacing this
critical element every 5-years or

60,000 miles in areas where
temperatures are high.

*Must present coupon at time of write-up.  Some
models may require additional service. Honda
and Acura vehicles only. Cannot be combined
with any other offer or on previous purchases.
Some restrictions may apply. Valid only at
Earnhardt Honda. See dealer for details. 
Expires 6/30/2019

 
Call to schedule Service
623-463-4400

+TAX
$18995

Front Brakes From

Complete front brake job
includes replacing brake pads

and machining the rotors if
necessary.

*Must be present at time of write-up. Excludes 
tires and batteries. Plus shop fee based on non-
discounted retail price. Most vehicles. Not valid
with other offers. One coupon/customer. No cash
value. See store for details. Offer valid at Earnhardt
Honda Avondale. Expires 6/30/2019 

Call to schedule Service
623-463-4400

$10 OFF *

10401 W. Papago Fwy, Avondale | (623) 707-0922 |  EarnhardtHonda.com
PLEASE ASK ABOUT OUR MILITARY APPRECIATION DISCOUNTS

THE HONDA MILITARY APPRECIATION OFFER SALUTES YOUR MILITARY SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 

MILITARY DISCOUNT AC INSPECTION

BRAKE SPECIAL

SUPER SAVER... $PEND:

*Not valid with any other offer. Must present this at time of purchase. Limit 1/person.Offer does not apply to 
prior purchase. Other restrictions may apply. Valid only at Earnhardt Honda in Avondale. Expires 06/30/19

$150 - $200………..Get $20 OFF!
$201 - $250…………Get $25 OFF!
$251 - $300…………Get $30 OFF!
$301- $400…………Get $40 OFF!
$400 or MORE……Get $50 OFF!
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Is Your Boat Ready
for the Season?

Pre-Season Special – 30% Off All Services!

Largest
Parts and

Accessories

100s of
Used Boats
and Motors

Visit Us!

51
st

 A
ve

.

53
rd

 A
ve

.

Glendale Ave.

Glenn Ave.

Valley

NN

7018 N. 53RD AVE.
GLENDALE, AZ 85301

Visit Valley Marine…Your FAST • AFFORDABLE • BOATING EXPERTS
WWW.VALLEYMARINEARIZONA.COM

Pre-Season Special – 30% Off All Services!Pre-Season Special – 30% Off All Services!

VALLEY
Over 50 Years of Guaranteed Professional Service

MARINE

Call Us!
623-931-9159
623-247-0355
HOURS OF OPERATION
MON. - FRI. 9 AM - 4:30 PM

SAT. 9 AM - 12 NOON

 

DISTRIBUTION CENTER
6031 BUCKEYE

PROUD TO 
SUPPORT LUKE 
AIR FORCE BASE

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY HONORS MILITARY

Left, Brig. Gen. Todd Canterbury, 56th Fighter Wing commander, and Chief Master Sgt. Ronald Thompson, 56th FW command chief, speak in front of Grand Canyon University stu-
dents and alumni at a tailgate on February 27 in Phoenix. Canterbury and Thompson participate in community events to show support and foster relationships.  Right, Senior Airman 
Timothy Orr, Detachment 2 aviation resource manager for the 944th Operations Group, sings “God Bless America” before a Grand Canyon University basketball game on February 
27 in Phoenix. GCU hosted Luke Air Force Base leadership and families to honor military members and their service to America. (U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)



Spring 2019 FCP ViSionS 33

Addiction 
recovery doesn’t 
have to be painful.
Our medically-assisted outpatient detox allows individuals to detox more 
comfortably and safely in the comfort of their own homes. Schedule a 
no-obligation consultation to learn how medication-assisted treatment 
combined with quality group and individual counseling is reshaping 
the recovery landscape. Contact True Solutions Health for more 
information, and a no-obligation consultation.

7331 E. Osborn, Suite 410, Scottsdale, AZ 85251 • (480) 550-7842
www.truesolutionshealth.com

Treatment of underlying depression, anxiety and other medical issues associated with Substance Use Disorder. At True Solutions, 
we treat the WHOLE person, not just the disease, with compassion and evidence-based protocols in a secure and discrete environment.

MEDICATION 
ASSISTED 

TREATMENT
Suboxone • Vivitrol 

All medications associated 
with detox and maintenance 

of sobriety from 
problematic drugs.

MEDICATION ASSISTED DRUG 
& ALCOHOL DEPENDENCY

TREATMENT
Comfortable At-Home Detox Solutions

CALL (480) 550.7842 FOR A CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION

MEDICATIONS 
ADMINISTERED ARE

SUBOXONE & VIVITROL
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Are you a Veteran 
seeking employment?

      The Surprise Resource Center helps veterans connect with the  
      employment assistance services they need through the following  
      programs: 

      Veteran Job Club
      Employment assistance, guest speakers and networking
 
      Veteran Employment Assistance 
       Veteran Employment Representatives from the VA and DES 
       visit the resource center weekly 
 
      Plus, Surprise Resource Center offers connections to a  
      variety of social services! 
         •Employment Assistance 
         •Food & Nutrition Resources
         •Eviction Prevention
         •Utility Assistance

Learn more: www.surpriseaz.gov/resourcecenter  623.222.1600

Surprise Resource Center can help!

VETERAN J O B  C L U B

COMFORT 
SUITES
GLENDALE

•  HDTVs, Refrigerator, Microwave, Coffee Maker, Hair 
Dryer, Iron/Board & Sofa Sleeper in ALL rooms

•  24 Hour Business Center, Fitness Center 
and Marketplace

• Heated Outdoor Pool and SPA
• Laundry facility
• Over 4,000 Square Feet of Meeting/Banquet Space
•  Less than 2 miles from Westgate City Center, State 

Farm Stadium Area,Tanger Outlet Mall
• Pet Friendly
• Just 7 Miles from Luke AFB

FREE BREAKFAST, SHUTTLE & INTERNET

Government 
Rates

Available

9824 W. Camelback Rd. Glendale, AZ 85305 • www.comfortsuites.com/hotel/az296

623-271-9005

NEWLY RENOVATED!!

AS SEEN ON

TV

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe EVERY 10 MINUTES

For a FREE brochure call: 1-855-822-1055

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

Military training leaders, the first 
link in the chain of command for Air-
men in technical training, are respon-
sible for shaping the future of the Air 
Force through every airman, every day.

“When an airman arrives to tech 
school, it does not mark the end of 
their military training,” said Master 
Sgt. Sean Brasier, Second Air Force 
command military training superin-
tendent. “MTLs continue the military 
standards training mission instituted in 
basic military training, to ensure foun-
dational processes and lessons learned; 
become cemented in who they can be-
come as Airmen.”

Each MTL brings in a unique skill set 
that can be used to equip airmen with a 
better understanding of the operational 

Air Force life as well as a successful 
career.

Tech. Sgt. James Nye, 334th 
Training Squadron MTL, said the 
experience he relied on was from 
supervising and management attri-
butes learned while being an NCO 
officer in charge in his previous ca-
reer field.

“When I found out that I was selected 
to be an MTL, there was a bit of work 
to do,” Nye said. “The hardest part of 
the process was the recommendation 
letters from the commander and from 
the command chief. After the process, 
I was sent to the school at Keesler Air 
Force Base and went through the MTL 
course.”

Tech. Sgt. Joshua Free, 336th 
Training Squadron MTL, added, 
“Going through the course was a 
great foundation for most things you 

Military training leaders guiding future airmen
BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS  
KIMBERLY L. MUELLER 
81st Training Wing Public Affairs

Airmen stand in formation during a military training leader course graduation ceremony at 
Keesler Air Force Base, Missouri on November 18, 2016. The graduates wear a blue aiguil-
lette to signify their role in the Air Force as an MTL. These Airmen are the first graduates to 
attend a revised MTL course, which includes human behavior and the Profession of Arms 
Center of Excellence training. (U.S. Air Force photo by Kemberly Groue)
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HONORARY COMMANDER BASE TOUR

Honorary Commanders receive a briefing on the F-35A Lightning II during a base tour at Luke Air Force Base on January 
8. Honorary Commanders are influential members of the communities surrounding Luke that get to experience life on 
base and the effort that goes into training the world’s greatest fighter pilots and combat ready airmen. (U.S. Air Force photo 
by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)

will see. I have the opportunity to help set Air-
men up for a successful career, whether it is 
from giving them scenarios I have seen, things 
I have dealt with or even just giving them the 
information that I didn’t get when I was a 
young Airman.”

An MTL plays the biggest part in an Airman’s 
military life by solidifying disciplines, customs 
and courtesies, values and virtues of the Air Force 
while helping the Airmen understand why the Air 
Force operates in the unique way it does. They 
will ensure the foundation built is the strongest it 
can be prior to checking in at a first assignment, 
Brasier said.

“The opportunity this position created showed 
where I make a difference in the lives of Airmen 
who are going to serve in ways no one could 
imagine,” Nye said. “My advice to someone who 
could be a future MTL would be to remember 
this is a position of high discipline and character. 
There are going to be times where the job is hard 
mentally, but the fruits of your labor will be no-
ticeable in the Airmen who develop under your 
supervision.”

Free added, “You have the opportunity to mold 
thousands of young Airmen who will make a 
huge difference across the Air Force and leave 
a lasting imprint on them for their entire careers. 
I didn’t really have an honest understanding of 
what an MTL did, prior to becoming one. I would 
say don’t back down from this career field based 
on what you hear or think it will be.” 
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Visit our USO 
in Terminal 4, 

Level 2, 
East End

Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport

proudly supports 
Luke Air Force Base.

The City of Peoria is a champion of Luke Air Force Base and works hard to 
protect the Base to ensure their mission’s viability for years to come.

On behalf of the Mayor and Council, City management 
and staff, we want to say “THANK YOU” for your service  

and dedication to our country. City of Peoria

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

Thunder and Lightning coming to Davis-Monthan AFB
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base will 

host its air show March 23 and March 
24. Gates open at 9 a.m. both days. 
Flying begins at 11:30 a.m. and ends 
at 4:30 p.m. Gates close both days at 
5 p.m. Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 
is at 3100 S. Craycroft Road, Tucson.

Ground displays
• U.S. Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt
• U.S. Air Force HH-60G Pave Hawk
• U.S. Air Force HC-130J 
   Combat King
• U.S. Air Force F-16 Fighting Falcon
• U.S. Air Force EC-130H 
   Compass Call
• U.S. Air Force MQ-9 Reaper
• U.S. Air Force B-52 Stratofortress
• U.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker
• U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster III
• U.S. Air Force KC-10 Extender
• U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle
• U.S. Air Force F-35 Lightning II
• U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptor
• U.S. Air Force T-1 Jayhawk
• U.S. Air Force T-6 Texan II
• U.S. Air Force T-38 Talon

• U.S. Air Force B-1 Lancer
• U.S. Customs and Border 
   Protection HH-60 Pave Hawk
• U.S. Customs and Border 
   Patrol Bell Helicopter
• B-17 Flying Fortress “Sentimental 
Journey”
• SNJ/T-6 Texan
• TBM Avenger
• Nanchang CJ-6
• North American Navion
• Yak-52
• AH-1 Cobra
• UH-1 Huey
• Aero L-39 Albatros
• P-51 Mustang “Lady Alice”

Aircraft are subject to change or 
cancel without notice

Featured performers
• U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds
• U.S. Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt
• U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptor
• U.S. Air Force F-35A Lightning II 
   (as part of the U.S. Air Force 
   Heritage Flight) (Saturday only)
• U.S. Air Force Heritage Flight
• U.S. Air Force Parachute Team – 

Wings of Blue Demo
• U.S. Customs and Border 
   Protection Demo
• Kirby Chambliss
• Red Bull Helicopter
• Red Bull Skydiving Team

• Kent Pietsch
• Vicky Benzing
• Joe “Rifl e” Shetterly
• Shockwave Jet Truck
• Ric Peterson – Air Show Announcer
• Ralph Royce – Air Boss 

The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds will perform Saturday, March 23, at the Davis-Monthan 
Thunder and Lightning Air Show. (Photo courtesy U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds)

BY FCP STAFF
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The Desert Lightning Team Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR) DemoTwo team will demonstrate the 
techniques used in a CSAR exercise at the Davis-Monthan Thunder and Lightning Air Show on Saturday, 
March 23. (Photo courtesy U.S. Air Force)

Combat Search and Rescue exercise coming to air show
BY FCP STAFF

This year’s Thunder and Lightning 
Over Arizona Air Show will feature 
a realistic demonstration of the air-
craft and techniques used in a Combat 
Search and Rescue (CSAR) exercise. 
Highlights from this demonstration in-
clude:
• The demonstration will begin with 
two pararescuemen (PJs) jumping 
from a HC-130J Combat King to simu-
late downed airmen from a jet that was 
just shot down.
• A four-ship formation of A-10 Thun-
derbolts will roll onto the scene and 
take control of the communications, 
which will be broadcast to the crowd. 
Communications will be broadcast 
throughout the demo.
• The lead A-10 will call in a two-ship 
of HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopters to 
pick up the downed airmen.
• The HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopters 
will need more gas to make it through 
the rescue so a HC-130J will fl y in for-
mation with the helicopters to perform 
in-air refueling while the A-10s fl y a 
protection formation around them.
• The A-10s will suppress a threat with 

two strafi ng runs that will 
include pyrotechnic dis-
plays.
• The HH-60 Pave Hawk 
Helicopters will infi l two 
PJs with a “fast rope” to 
stabilize and protect the 
downed airmen.
• The A-10s will protect the 
helicopter, PJs and downed 
airmen with bomb runs that 
will use pyrotechnic dis-
plays.
• The HH-60 Pave Hawk 
will hoist the PJs and 
downed airmen into the he-
licopter and all aircraft will 
depart.

Organizers are calling this 
CSAR Demo “The Des-
ert Lightning Team (DLT) 
CSAR Demo” to highlight 
the interoperability of the 
attack and rescue functions 
in the 355th Wing. Major 
Josh “Nomar” Geidel will 
lead the CSAR Demo as the 
Rescue Mission Command-
er known as “Sandy 1.” 

Wings of  Freedom  Tour

Deer Valley Airport - april 4th to april 7th
www.cfdn.org  800.568.8924

Glendale Municipal Airport - april 1st to april 4th

B-25
B-17
B-24
P-51
P-40Let’s Go!

Tours & Flights

New!
Dual Control

P-40 Warhawk
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around the base
FCP photos by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid

Our commitment to the community will
never equal that of the men and women that

have taken up arms in defense of our country.
Thank you for your service.
Please request your FREE
Veterans Planning Guide.
Get the correct information about the benefits you have earned.
Call to receive free brochure: 10 Things All Veterans Should Know...

Chapel of the Chimes Mortuary
7924 N. 59th Ave. Glendale, AZ 85301 623-937-9297

chapelofthechimesmortuary.com

VETERAN’S
DISCOUNT

10% OFF

TACO BELL IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

10% OFF WITH ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY ID

LUKE AIR FORCE BASE AND
MILITARY PERSONNEL

THANK YOU!

19th Air Force commander visits Luke
Maj. Gen. Patrick Doherty, 19th Air Force commander, visited Luke Air Force 
Base March 4 and talked with maintenance technicians about the Lightning II 
program and a new way of performing maintenance on the F-35. He also gained 
fi rsthand insight into the way Luke strengthens alliances and partnerships in the 
F-35A Lightning II program.

1. Maj. Gen. Patrick Doherty, 19th Air Force commander, talks with Col. Gregory Hutson, 
56th Maintenance Group commander, on March 4 at Luke Air Force Base. Hutson intro-
duced Doherty to the Lightning Integrated Technician program, a new way of doing main-
tenance on the F-35; 2. Maj. Gen. Patrick Doherty, 19th Air Force commander, discusses 
new maintenance innovations with Airmen assigned to the 62nd Fighter Squadron and 
62nd Aircraft Maintenance Unit on March 4 at Luke Air Force Base. Doherty is responsible 
for 45 percent of the Air Force’s annual fl ying hour program.; 3. Maj. Gen. Patrick Doherty, 
19th Air Force commander, engages in discussion with pilots and Airmen from the 62nd 
Fighter Squadron and 62nd Aircraft Maintenance Unit on March 4 at Luke Air Force Base. 
While visiting the base and interacting with Airmen, Doherty gained fi rsthand insight into 
the way Luke strengthens alliances and partnerships in the F-35A Lightning II program.

1

2 3
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THE EL MIRAGE CITY COUNCIL
THANK THE MEN AND WOMEN OF

LUKE AIR FORCE BASE
FOR THEIR SERVICE

Mayor
Alexis Hermosillo

Councilmembers
Roy Delgado

Monica Dorcey
Anita Norton
Lynn Selby

David Shapera
Donna Winston

West Valley Motor Vehicle
T i t l e  E x p r e s s

Title and Registration: Mon-Fri 8-6 • Sat 9-4
Driver License: Mon-Fri 9-5

NO WAITING, Fast & Friendly
Title, Registration, Plates, Permits

DRIVER LICENSE & ID

Crossroads Towne Center
12801 W Bell Rd Suite 113
Surprise, Arizona 85378

Convenience fees shall apply

Phone 623.977.0929
Fax 623.977.4006

From aircraft parts to specialized 
tools, the airmen at the 56th Equipment 
Maintenance Squadron aircraft metals 
technology fl ight manufacture and fi x 
any asset that comes their way. 

Using disciplined and innovative 
maintenance approaches, the airmen 
support Luke Air Force Base’s fi fth 
generation and legacy aircraft.

“We coordinate with engineers to ob-
tain blueprints for parts and are respon-
sible for accurately machining or weld-
ing a new component from scratch,” 
said Tech Sgt. Robert Burns, aircraft 
metals technology, noncommissioned 
offi cer in charge. 

“We also verify and replace worn 
aircraft parts in critical areas, like the 
landing gear components.” 

As a team, they provide machining 
and welding operations for aircraft and 
support equipment across the base. On 
average, they complete 15 to 20 air-
craft and 20 to 30 support equipment 
jobs per month. 

“Our job varies from day to day,” 
Burns said. “One day we could mea-
sure landing gear components on an 
F-16 Fighting Falcon and machine and 
install new bushings, and the next day 
weld cracked aerospace ground equip-
ment. Our job allows us the unique 
opportunity to always have a different 
challenge from day to day.”

They also work closely with local 
fi eld service engineers and Lockheed 
Martin to obtain the proper authoriza-
tions to repair and manufacture parts 

for the F-35A Lightning II. 
“We obtained authorization from 

Lockheed Martin, with assistance from 
our fi eld service engineers, to manufac-
ture the fi rst (F-35 Lightning II) aircraft 
part,” Burns said. “We were able to ob-
tain the drawings and fi les required and 
manufactured the part in two days. We 
saved six months of downtime by lo-
cally producing the part.” 

By engineering at the local level 
rather than waiting on different repair 
avenues, metals technologists reduce 
costs, time and resources for Luke and 
the Air Force.

“Having metals technology experi-

ence and capabilities at the fi eld level 
gives the Air Force the ability to fab-
ricate and repair non-procurable and 
backlogged supply parts,” said Master 
Sgt. Bradford Doyon, aircraft metals 

technology section chief. “In turn, this 
gets the aircraft back to mission capable 
status faster to ultimately train not only 
tomorrow’s fi ghter pilots, but also main-
tainers in a more effi cient manner.” 

Metals technology: Innovating the future of airpower
BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ZOIE RIDER
56th Fighter Wing

Left, Tech Sgt. Robert Burns, 56th Equipment Maintenance Squadron aircraft metals technology noncommissioned offi cer in charge, 
inputs a command into a 5-axis computer numerical control machine, February 6, at Luke Air Force Base. Metals technology provides ma-
chining and welding operations for aircraft and support equipment across the base. Right, Airman 1st Class Taylor Frost, 56th Equipment 
Maintenance Squadron aircraft metals technology apprentice, shaves down an ammunition shell. Airmen assigned to the 56th EMS metals 
technology shop provide disciplined and innovative maintenance approaches to support the fi fth generation and legacy aircraft housed 
at Luke AFB. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zoie Rider)
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GLENDALE, AZ (602) 422-8800
101 & Bethany Home Rd. across from

State Farm Stadium
5801 N. 99th Ave., Glendale, AZ 85305

GILBERT, AZ (480) 500-4121   
202 Santan Freeway & S. Power Rd.

4700 S. Power Rd., Gilbert, AZ 85296

Living Room • Bedroom
Children’s Furniture • Dining Room • Electronics

Outdoor Furniture • Offi  ce/Entertainment

LIFESTYLE FURNITUREYour Store

AFW.com
WE DELIVER ALMOST ANYWHERE IN THE U.S.

Tufted Sofa$318

Tufted Sofa with Accent Pillows $318 (0D0-8126S) • Loveseat $298
Chair $248 • Storage Ottoman $148 • 8’ x 10’ Area Rug $285 (163-SSNATCN-81)
40” x 60” Faux Fur Throw $48 (2F-KAL-THRW) • 26” Table Lamp^ $84 Each (109-2294) 
2-Piece Wall Candleholder Set^ $38 (120-915550) • Wood Lantern^ $26 (181-16204) 
3-Piece Set Occasional Tables* $268 (27050) 
^Available in-Store Only | While Supplies Last | *Ready to Assemble
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