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Luke Air Force Base does more than 
train the world’s greatest fighter 
pilots and combat-ready airmen—
including 75% of the world’s F-35 

pilots. It is also home to four colleges and 
universities that offer classes to military and 
nonmilitary students.

To get to know these colleges a bit more, 
including their specialties and history, 
Sound of Freedom put together a round-up 
of the quartet of schools:

Park University
Park University’s Luke AFB campus cen-

ter opened in 1976. As Park University-Luke 
AFB Regional Director Janet Ostrander 
notes it has 120 students.

“Park University offers bachelor’s degree 
programs on Luke Air Force Base,” Ostrand-
er says.

The most popular majors are manage-
ment and information computer science. 

“We also take pride in our flexible course 
delivery options that allow our students to 
complete their education when it is most 
convenient for them. These flexible options 

for students to complete their coursework 
include: in-person classes held on Luke Air 
Force Base, online courses that can be com-
pleted in the comfort of their home, or video 
conference courses that allow our Luke Air 
Force Base students to interact with students 
at other Park University campus centers.” 

On-site courses are held in the evenings 
on Luke Air Force Base. While the majori-
ty of students are active duty, veterans and 
military family members, anyone can attend 
classes at the school.

For more information call 623-935-4424 
or visit park.edu. 

Rio Salado College
Maricopa Community Colleges’ Rio Sal-

ado College is the only community college 
and public institution of higher learning on 
Luke AFB, says Rick Conchos, Rio Salado 
College student services director, Rio Salado 

College - Luke AFB.
Rio Salado has been serving the Luke AFB 

community for 40 years, with the first office 
opening on base in 1979. 

Rio Salado provides undergraduate 
courses and programs like associate degrees 
and certificates to the Luke AFB communi-
ty. This includes courses that are needed by 
airmen to complete their general education 
requirements for their Community College 
of the Air Force (CCAF) degrees. 

Rio Salado also provides admissions, reg-
istration, testing, and advisement services 
to students in support of their educational 
goals, Conchos says. 

Additionally, the college operates a Na-
tional Test Center on base. As a fully funded 
NTC, Rio Salado provides the staff, comput-
ers, technical support, and internet connec-

SEE UNIVERSITIES PAGE 6

Higher Education 
Four colleges and  
universities call  

Luke home
BY ALISON STANTON

Park University’s Luke 
AFB campus center 
opened in 1976. (Photo 
courtesy Park University)

Rio Salado has a 
National Test Center at 
Luke AFB. (Photo courtesy 
Rio Salado College)

Wayland Baptist University offers associate’s, 
bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees. 
(Photo courtesy Wayland Baptist University)
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tion necessary for offering internet-based CLEP and DSST exams 
at no cost to eligible service members, DoD civilian employees and 
spouses. 

Classes are open to any students, 16 years of age or older, who 
meet the class prerequisites regardless of military affiliation. 

For more information, call 623-856-3239 or visit riosalado.edu. 

Wayland Baptist University
Wayland Baptist University opened its campus based at Luke Air 

Force Base in 1991. On Luke Air Force Base, WBU offers a wide 
variety of quality academic programs, including associate’s, bache-
lor’s, master’s and doctorate degrees.

As Tess Robaina, admissions specialist and coordinator of alum-
ni relations notes, one of the advantages of attending WBU is there 
are no out-of-pocket costs for active duty airmen to take cours-
es there, as long as they are enrolled in at least one face-to-face 
course.

The most popular degree at Wayland is the Bachelor of Applied 
Science degree, Robaina says. With this degree, students can major 
in a variety of topics such as management, justice administration, 
human services, business administration, early childhood devel-
opment, education, banking and finance, and other options.

The classes at Wayland are not solely for active duty service 
members, veterans and family members of service members, 
Robaina says.

“Wayland’s classes are open to civilians as well as military per-
sonnel, veterans and families. Wayland offers face-to-face courses, 
online courses, evening courses, and hybrid courses to meet the 
needs and busy schedules of our student body.”

For information, call 623-935-6274 or visit wbu.edu/phoenix. 

Webster University
The Luke AFB campus opened in 2000, and there are about 100 

students who attend classes. 
Programs that are offered at Webster University include mas-

ter’s of arts degrees in business and organizational management; 
human resources management; information technology manage-
ment; and in management and leadership. A Master of Business 
Administration is also available. 

“A host of additional courses through the Walker School of Busi-
ness and Technology are available online,” says Capt. Benjamin M. 
Brink, USN (Ret.), director of military campus operations and 
program innovation and adjunct associate professor at the Walker 
School of Business & Technology, Webster University.

The Luke campus is also streaming live classes through its Web-
Net+ system, allowing students to take classes from other Webster 
University campuses in real-time.

Classes are open to civilians with a base pass, available through 
the Luke campus. Students at the Luke AFB campus are highly 
engaged in the community and often work on projects with the 
Arizona Special Olympics and St. Mary’s Food Bank, along with 
taking part in the Wreaths Across America and Memorial Day Flag 
placement at the National Memorial Cemetery of Arizona.  

For more information, call 623-536-6880 or visit webster.edu/luke. 

H I G H E R  E D U C AT I O N

Cartridge World-Tolleson
9897 W. McDowell Rd 
Tolleson, AZ 85353 
(623) 742-9192
cartridgeworldphx.com

ALU: B2BJUN19 *Receive 10% off your purchase 
when you spend $100 or more on Cartridge 
World-brand products. Limit one per customer. 
Valid at participating stores only. Not valid with 
any other offer.
Expires 9/30/2019
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Webster University 
students organize U.S. 
flags they will place at 
the National Memorial 
Cemetery of Arizona.  
(Photo courtesy Webster University)
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When it comes to attending 
college, veterans and reserv-
ists have specific needs that 
are fundamentally different 

from other students. It’s why many colleges 
and universities have veterans services offic-
es, often with benefit officers on staff. 

In the Valley, there are several service cen-
ters that veterans can go to when making 
their college plans. These centers help with 
everything from admissions, financial aid, 
personal counseling and college planning. 
They’ll let you know what to do if you get de-
ployed during a semester or put you in touch 
with resources such as tutoring or housing 
aids.

Here’s a look at some of the resources you 
can find at Phoenix-area colleges and univer-
sities:

Arizona State University
The veterans center at Arizona State Uni-

versity is named after Pat Tillman, a pro-
fessional football player who gave up a rich 
NFL contract to enlist and who was subse-
quently killed by friendly fire. There are five 
locations on ASU’s campuses and all are de-
signed to support veterans from when they 
first start through special graduate recogni-
tion with the Veterans Honor Stole Ceremo-
ny.

“Our mission is to empower and engage 
our ASU military and veteran community 
with their academic success here at ASU 
and beyond,” says Capt. Steve Borden, the 
center’s director.

Marine Corp veteran Chris Cadeau is now 
a journalism student at ASU and is enjoying 
his time there.

“My experience as a student veteran at 
ASU has been out-of-control amazing,” says 
Cadeau, who served for eight years. 

“It starts from the beginning. You’ve heard 

Learning the Ropes
Area universities and 

colleges ready to  
help veterans

BY BRIDGETTE REDMAN
SOUND OF FREEDOM STAFF WRITER

of some of us veterans having tougher times. 
I was in one of my tougher times. I made a 
phone call to the Pat Tillman Veteran Cen-
ter and they just took me under their wing. 
I was able to find my dreams and now I’m 
attaining them.”
Where can you find it: The downtown 
Phoenix location is in the University Center 
Building, Room 130
Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday 
Phone: 602-496-0152
Email: militaryonline@asu.edu
Website: veterans.asu.edu
Services:
• Academics and Advising
• Student success centers that include tutor-
ing and a writing center
• Student veteran success classes
• Veterans Scholar Program
• Credit by exam
• Veterans Upward Bound program that 
prepares veterans for college by providing 
online instruction, academic tutoring, as-
sistance with financial aid and scholarship 
applications, and referrals to Veterans Ad-
ministration as needed.
• Connections to community resources

University of Phoenix
The University of Phoenix has a dedicat-

ed Office of Military and Veteran Affairs 
for military-affiliated students and families 
designed to help them succeed academically 
and professionally. It provides resources and 
support to help active military, veterans and 
their families achieve their life, career, and 
educational goals.

Many of the center’s employees are veter-
ans themselves and all of them understand 
the military culture and vocabulary. They 
guide students throughout their education-
al journey, from navigating the application 
process and helping answer questions about 
financial aid benefits to career building sem-
inars and resume reviews.

“At University of Phoenix, our goal is to 
support our military veteran students to 
help them achieve their educational goals 
and pursue meaningful employment,” says 
Barbara Snyder, University of Phoenix, cam-
pus director, Phoenix Campus. 

“By offering resources to help navigate 
the unique challenges our military-affiliated 
students face, we can have a direct impact 
on the lives of our veterans and help them 
enhance their careers.”
Where can you find it: 4035 S. Riverpoint 
Parkway, Phoenix
Phone: 844.YES.UOPX
Website:
https://www.phoenix.edu/students/veter-
ans-resource-centers.html
Services:
• Career readiness workshops
• Corporate mentoring program through 
America Corporate Partners (ACP)
• Military skill conversion tools for civilian jobs
• Free mental health counseling
• Veteran Resource Center, an exclusive 
space for veterans and military affiliated 
families that includes a quiet study area
• Prior Learning Assessment option that al-
lows students to have prior experience eval-
uated for academic credit
• Veteran networking events and activities
• Veterans crisis line

Estrella Mountain 
Community College:

Estrella Mountain Community College’s 
Veterans Service Center serves military 
members, veterans, and dependent stu-
dents, helping them to take advantage of the 
numerous educational opportunities avail-
able by connecting them to their Veteran’s 
Administration Education benefits as well as 
providing them support for their academic, 
professional and personal success. 

“We help guide them through everything 
from the programs they need to take, how 
to use their education benefits and anything 

SEE ROPES PAGE 10
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in between,” says Jim Sammons, a veterans 
services specialist at the center. “We look at 
the student in a wholistic view. If they are 
struggling in other areas, we have campus 
and outside veteran resources that can help 
them whether it is tutoring or disability re-
sources or just needing someone to talk to.”
Where you can find it: Komatke Hall B, 
3000 N. Dysart Road, Avondale
Phone: 623-935-8937
Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday; 7:30 a.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. summer hours. 
Email: veterans@estrellamountain.edu
Website:
estrellamountain.edu/students/veterans-services 
Services:
• Class registration assistance
• Scholarship opportunities
• Degree option exploration
• VA education benefits connection
•Military Tuition Assistance
• MyCAA Program for Military Spouse Ca-
reer Advancement
•Tuition deferment
• Counseling

Northern Arizona University
According to the Military Times 2016 

rankings, Northern Arizona University 
ranks as the top school for military veterans 
in Arizona and among the top third of col-
leges and universities nationally.

The Veteran and Military Services de-
partment dedicates itself to the success of 
military-connected students and families 
at the university from transition to military 
service to integrating into the classroom to 

entering professional careers. 
“We take great pride in serving our mil-

itary-connected students here at the uni-
versity,” says Pete Yanka, director of veteran 
and military services. “Each and every day 
we get a chance to serve our students, help-
ing them transition into the university set-
ting. Our military-connected students bring 
a unique perspective and insight that helps 
make the NAU community a better place.”

NAU’s history of military and veteran sup-
port goes back to the mid-1940s when it was 
still Arizona State Teaching College. It se-
cured the opportunity to serve as a training 
site that granted bachelor’s degrees to future 
Naval officers through a program called the 
V-12 Navy College Training Program. This 
was part of the World War II war effort and 
produced officers for the military services. 

While most of its veterans services are on 
its Flagstaff campus, there are also some ser-
vices on the Phoenix campus. 
Phone: 928-523-8387
Services:
• Academic support
• Career development
• Success coaching
•Financial services
•Housing
• Legal aid
• Veterans Affairs
• Family issues counseling
• Mental health services
• Physical health services
• Social connectedness activities

Glendale Community College
Glendale Community College is ranked 

8th among 2-year colleges for being 
vet-friendly.

Services are provided to military-relat-
ed personnel through the Veteran Services 
Center, which is designed to be a one-stop 
service for veterans. The Center works to 
help students transition from military life to 
the academic environment and then into a 
civilian career.

With advisers staffing the center who are also 
veterans, services include helping military-re-
lated students plan their academics, find and 
use their benefits and connect with resources 
both on campus and in the community. 

Where can you find it? The Veteran Ser-
vices Center building northwest of the Stu-
dent Union and west of the Counseling and 
Career Services Center.

Phone: 623-845-3362
Email: gccva@gccaz.edu
Website: gccaz.edu/veterans
Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday. Summer 
hours are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday, and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday
Services:
• Degree planning
• Aid in registering for classes
• Financial aid
• Networking
• Benefits counselors
• Veterans Support Coalition
• Womens Veterans Support Group

Grand Canyon University
Grand Canyon University recognizes that 

military-related students face pressures that 
other students do not, including deploy-
ments and the need for irregular schedules, 
things which can interfere with academic 
success. It’s why they offer their students 
flexible online and evening programs in ad-
dition to traditional campus classes. 

Among the services they offer is a Vet-
erans Affairs Office with dedicated advi-
sors and military benefits liaisons to help 
students get the most out of their military 
benefits.

One special program they have is a part-
nership with Air University that lets them 
offer an Associate-to-Baccalaureate Coop-
erative that helps airmen earn their bache-
lor’s degree.
Services and benefits for military-related 
students:
• Dedicated military team to assist students
• Reduced academic residency—they’ll ac-
cept credits from the military or another 
university to complete their degree
• Credit for military training and non-tradi-
tional learning
• Student veterans association
• Tuition assistance program
• Textbook exchange
• Veterans Center
• Special scholarships for military spouses 
and children
Where you can find it? The Veterans Re-
source Center on the GCU campus
Phone: 602-639-8055
Website:
gcu.edu/future-students/military-university.php
Hours: 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. regularly; 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m. summer 

ROPES FROM PAGE 8
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15591 W. Roosevelt St. #101 - Goodyear, AZ 85338
623-533-5300  |  goodyearsmokeshop.com

CBD & Hemp Oil   ◆   Vape Juice & Kits

Fine Cigars   ◆   Tobacco    ◆   Many Accessories

ANYTHING YOU 
PURCHASE WHEN YOU 

MENTION THIS AD! 
(EXCLUDES TOBACCO PRODUCTS)20%

OFF

SPECIAL OFFER!

Hotel & Conference Center

On-Site Hotel

Tower Grill 
Grand Opening 

August 9th

Call for availability

5815 W. Greenway Rd.
Glendale, AZ 85306

(602) 978-7987
www.acuhotelandconfcenter.com

Hotel & Conference Center

10% Discount 
for all Military

We Salute You!
Thank you to the men

and women of 
Luke Air Force Base 
for your continued 

service to our 
country & community.

www.rousseaufarming.com

Military & Senior Discounts Available. Just ask when you call! Member of PORA
APS & SRP Qualifi ed Contractors • Nate Certifi ed Techs • HOA Friendly • Se Habla Español AZ. H.P. Plmb

Licensed • Bonded • Insured    ROC Lic #176357 • #258992 • #267895

americanstandardair.com   coolblew.com
623-872-2900

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SERVICE & SACRIFICE

THANK YOU THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SERVICE & SACRIFICE
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over 90,000 homes in hundreds of communities across North America.

In the process, we have earned numerous awards for our homes, our 
communities and our customer service. For all you do, we look forward to 

showing you what we can do for you.

To thank you for your great service, we are 
honored to offer a special incentive towards the 

purchase of your new Mattamy home.
Contact a Mattamy Homes Sales Center for details.

Proudly building homes all 
across the Phoenix Area. 
Here’s where Hometown 
Heroes can find us in the 

West Valley. 

Hometown Heroes include retired and active military, fire, police and 
teachers. Hometown Hero offer is valid on new home purchases only 
and may vary by home and community. All illustrations are artist’s 
conception. Dates and location points provided are approximate. Of-
fers, terms and conditions are subject to change or withdrawal without 
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details. E. & O.E. Builder’s ROC #249191B. 3/1/19. MATPHX009

To see all of Mattamy Homes’ Phoenix  
area communities and to register your 

interest in coming soon communities, visit 
us at www.mattamyhomes.com/phoenix, 

or call 623-300-2022.

FOLLOW US  |
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At Arrowhead Valley, we offer more than just a 
community - we offer independent retirement living. 
Designed exclusively for adults 55 and over, we take 
care of everything with one monthly price and no 
buy-in fee so you can enjoy the good things in life.

We are proud to serve, 
those who served.

Arrowhead Valley

All-Inclusive Amenities
 Live-In Managers
 Month-to-Month Rent with No Buy-In Fee
 Signature Freedom Dining Program
 On-Site Home Care Support
 24-Hour Emergency Alert System
 24-Hour Concierge Services & Valet Services
 Daily Activities & Wellness Programs
 Veterans Wall of Honor
 Weekly Housekeeping
 And More!

20025 N. 81st Ave.     Peoria, AZ 85382
ArrowheadValleyRetirement.com

Call today to schedule a private 
tour and learn about our 
upcoming Info Seminars:

480-409-7011

Now
Open!

Glendale Ave.  
& Litchfield Rd.

13820 W. Glendale Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85307
(623) 271-7191

6 FREE DONUTS*
With purchase of  
1 Dozen Donuts

* Valid with this coupon at Glendale & Litchfield 
location. 1 coupon per purchase. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 9-15-19.

BREAKFAST
SPECIAL*

$429 + tax
Any Breakfast Sandwich + Medium Coffee

* Valid with this coupon at Glendale & Litchfield 
location. 1 coupon per purchase. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 9-15-19.

LUNCH SPECIAL 
COMBO A*

$479 + tax
Lunch Sandwich + 32 oz. Soda

* Valid with this coupon at Glendale & Litchfield 
location. 1 coupon per purchase. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 9-15-19.

LUNCH SPECIAL 
COMBO B*

$729 + tax
Lunch Sandwich + 24 oz. Smoothie

* Valid with this coupon at Glendale & Litchfield 
location. 1 coupon per purchase. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 9-15-19.

We have a great 
selection of nearly 

new and gently used 
books, CDs, DVDs 

and more!

4 Rooms of Treasures!
Come see why our customers are 

“Still Lovin’ Books”

SOUND OF FREEDOM AVAILABLE HERE

At Luke Air Force Base: Between the BX and the 
Commisary, and next to Cleaners

Hours: Mon-Sat: 9am to 5 pm • Sun: 12pm to 4pm

10% OFF YOUR 
PURCHASE

Just mention this ad!

For exclusive o� ers, discounts and news,
Facebook.com/CaptainBookStore
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“I love the military, and I love my 
country,” Benjamin Decker says.

His home reflected that, and as 
he and his wife Sharon Decker sat 

in the front room, the patriotic colors of 
red, white and blue were visible in every 
corner of the house. 

It had been a long journey to this 
home for the Deckers and their four chil-
dren, who were gifted the five-bedroom, 
two-story home by Building Homes for 
Heroes four years ago to the day on June 
12, 2015. 

Benjamin, a 6-foot, broad-shouldered 

former soldier could be an intimidating 
sight, but his warm smile showed a differ-
ent side of Benjamin Decker. 

“For us, our whole lives revolve around 
patriotism. Almost every room of the 
house has a flag in it. Everything revolves 
around honor and country,” says Benja-
min, his deep voice filling the room.

The veteran spent 13 years in active 
duty from 1998 to 2010, eventually being 
deployed to Iraq for 16 months during the 
2007 surge of troops deployed to Iraq or-
dered by then-President George W. Bush. 

Benjamin was hit with multiple IEDs, 

Deserving former 
soldier given the 
gift of a lifetime
BY KATIE SAWYER
Sound of Freedom Staff Writer

Home
A LOCAL HERO  
GETS A
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including one incident that killed his com-
rade Cpl. Brandon Craig in the Stryker next 
to him. Benjamin returned to the United 
States critically injured.

When Building Homes for Heroes was 
suggested to the Deckers by a fellow veteran 
family that had received their home through 
the program, they applied without thinking 
they really had a chance. That’s when Sharon 
got the call.

“I nearly dropped to the floor, not believ-
ing the words that were coming out of his 
mouth,” says Sharon. “We were in total dis-
belief. We honestly thought, ‘What are the 
chances?’”

Building Homes for Heroes (BHH) is a 
nonprofit organization that gifts deserving 
veterans with refurbished, sometimes even 
brand-new homes. Their largest sponsor, 
Chase Bank, has given $40 million worth of 
foreclosed homes to BHH. BHH then flips 
the home and renovates it for the family 
in need. Sometimes veterans need modifi-
cations for wheelchairs or other assistance 
devices, and BHH steps in to build them a 
new home with the specifications they need. 
They widen doorways for wheelchairs, lower 
countertops and install lightstrips for veter-
ans who are visually impaired.

BHH has even gone as far as creating a 
wish list, so that each family can get help 
with basics like towels, sheets, beds and 
couches. 

The home is theirs as long as they want 
it, and BHH signs over the deed the day the 
family moves in. Though they are responsi-
ble for utilities and upkeep, the main bills 
are out of the way. For the Deckers, this 
meant everything.

When Benjamin arrived in Hawaii to con-
tinue his career and receive medical care, he 
was unaware of the extent of his injuries.

He understood shortly after his arrival 
that something was amiss. For one, the new-
ly built base had few medical services for 
wounded combat veterans like himself. For 
another, Benjamin was experiencing unusu-
al symptoms.

“My mind was slipping at the time and 
I was starting to have issues remembering 
things. You can’t really be in the military if 
you don’t remember to make it in time for 
formation,” Benjamin says.

Then came the diagnosis. Benjamin was 
partially deaf and had a traumatic brain in-
jury, which can cause memory loss and mi-

graines, and affect speech. This, in addition 
to PTSD and chronic back pain, made him 
feel like an outsider among his comrades, as 
most at the base had never seen active duty. 

“They’d make fun of me if I did have to 
go see a psychiatrist,” Benjamin says. “In 
the military, guys want to be hardcore and 
they want to be tough. If they think you’re 
mentally broken, they don’t really see it as 
an injury. They see it as you’re being weak.”

For a man that had dedicated his life and 
career to the military, to be treated as less-
than by his fellow soldiers upon his return 
was the lowest blow. 

“It was a slap in the face, and I didn’t know 
how to handle it.”

Benjamin says veterans with invisible in-
juries are dealt a different set of cards than 
those with physical injuries, who are often 
glorified over their fellow, invisibly disabled 
comrades. 

“If you have a guy who got a severe brain 
injury, nobody knows that walking past 
them. They don’t realize that he may have 
been blown up seven times into a wall or 
he may have been within a foot of an IED 
and blown 20 feet in the air. But if you see 
somebody with no leg or no arm — wow, 
that guy’s an American hero.”

This treatment can be a powerful factor 
for those returning from war, contributing 
to the depression and PTSD that soldiers of-
ten struggle with for the rest of their lives. 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs re-
ported that 20 veterans died by suicide a day 
in 2014, making up for 18% of suicides that 
year alone. 

“A lot of times depression goes along with 
traumatic brain injury or PTSD, because 
you went from being a warrior and a fight-
er to being less-than and you can’t show it 
when you hang out with (the) guys,” Benja-
min says.

The New Hampshire native knew he 
wanted to be in the military from the time 
he was a little boy. He grew up watching G.I. 
Joe on TV, while watching his father, uncles 
and extended family join the military. 

“It’s all about serving and about being 
there for our fellow brothers and the com-
radery,” he says proudly. 

He had originally attempted to enlist in 
1992, but after having a little too much fun 
roughhousing with his buddies in basic, he 
left with a neck injury. It was all for the best 
though, as he met and married his wife Sha-
ron shortly after. A wedding and a couple 
kids later, he re-enlisted in 1998. 

He started first in New York, then headed 
to Korea around the time of 9/11. He was 
stationed twice in Hawaii, and once in Fort 
Lewis, Washington before being deployed to 
Iraq. After being honorably discharged by 
the military in Hawaii, he was flown home 
to New Hampshire. Though the family had a 
happy surprise when their youngest daugh-
ter by a decade, Leilani, arrived, the family 
was now in dire straits.

They lost their house and two cars be-
fore packing everything they owned into 
a motorcycle trailer and driving across the 
country to Casa Grande, an affordable and 
more low-key environment. The six of them 
squishing into a small apartment, Benjamin 
promised his kids he would save enough for 
them to return to Hawaii. 

Meanwhile, the family had been pushing 
to raise the degree of disability Benjamin 
was given by the VA originally. The VA gives 
a rating based on the degree of injury and 
supports the veteran accordingly. At 70% 
disability, Benjamin still needed to work to 
support his family, however his injuries in-
hibited his ability to do certain jobs. 

 “With my brain injury, I’m not allowed 
to work — (so) you’d think it’d automatically 
be 100%, but I started off in low numbers,” 
Benjamin says.

With the help of a new VA in Tucson, 

If you have a guy 
who got a severe 

brain injury, nobody knows 
that walking past them. 
They don’t realize that he 
may have been blown up 
seven times into a wall or 
he may have been within 
a foot of an IED and blown 
20 feet in the air. But if you 
see somebody with no leg 
or no arm — wow, that 
guy’s an American hero.”
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Benjamin was given the proper diagnosis at 
100% disability and was able to stop work-
ing. They returned to Hawaii, where they 
had family, the children’s schools and sup-
port. That’s when they got that fateful call.

As they were in Hawaii, the family couldn’t 
see the house before it was built. In any case, 
the kids were thrilled to pick their own paint 
colors for their rooms. Their parents were 
equally thrilled about their master bathroom, 
which had been specially designed with a ja-
cuzzi tub to help with Benjamin’s back pain. 

When they arrived at their home for the 
first time in the mid-summer heat, a giant 
banner with the words “welcome home” was 
flying high above their garage. News crews 
were ready and waiting, and their newly re-
furbished kitchen was filled with T-shirts, 
hats and a cake.

As they walked into their home for the 
very first time, what felt like hundreds of 
cameras clicked and flashed and, as Benja-
min says, “even though you should let the 
woman” go first, Benjamin went in with the 
encouragement of their sponsor. Their first 
reaction was disbelief at how large the home 
was. To say they were overwhelmed would 
be an understatement. 

“We have a picture of the kids — Dylan 
and Leilani in our loft up there — just ly-
ing on the rug making rug angels because 
(of) the reality of actually having a roof 
over our heads in a home that was ours and 
not the military’s. When everyone left — 
in the complete quiet. Realizing this is our 
driveway. That’s our garage. This is our liv-
ing room. I have a kitchen that I can walk 
through,” said Sharon, still seemingly sur-
prised at their good fortune.

The family could finally draw a collective 
breath. The realization that this was their 
home wouldn’t settle for months. In the days 
following the ceremony, they slowly gained 
furniture and beds, but the surreal feeling 
didn’t dissipate. 

Since their oldest son Dylan has gotten 
married and flown the coop, they have con-
verted one of the bedrooms into a “man 
cave” for Benjamin, complete with black-
out curtains to help with his persistent mi-
graines. This is also where he keeps his war 
memorabilia, including his helmet showing 
a bullet hole just inches from where his skull 
would have been.

For Benjamin, BHH stands apart from 
other nonprofits that do this work for vet-

erans, as they stepped in to help his family 
where others might not. 

“There’s probably about 10 organizations 
out there, big ones like this, that do it. With the 
other organizations, it’s the same thing, what 
looks better in the news? An ordinary look-
ing guy like me or a guy in a wheelchair with 
no legs, no arms?” Benjamin says. “Building 
Homes for Heroes doesn’t really care. They just 
want (to help) the injured soldier.”

According to a spokeswoman, BHH has 
gifted 19 homes in Arizona since 2012, and 
hopes to reach their goal of 200 homes gifted 
by 2020. There are 5,000 to 6,000 veterans on 
the list to receive a home.  

The company works to lower costs by part-
nering with local companies like AGE Land-
scaping and Handyman Connection to help 
with the workload. AGE Landscaping has 
landscaped two to three homes, and Handy-
man Connection has offered their services 
for eight out of the 19 homes in Arizona.

Since receiving their home, the Deckers 
have made it a point to attend as many home 
christenings as possible, travelling around 
the country acting as a sponsor for those 
veterans receiving a home. 

“We’re forever grateful, and that’s why we 
keep doing whatever we can do for the or-
ganization,” Sharon says. “There’s no way we 
can ever pay that back.”

By now, they know the drill. 
“If there’s a kid in the family, you know 

you’re getting a swing set in the back,” Ben-
jamin says, as Sharon laughs. “They always 
try to do either a water feature in the back 
or a fireplace, because they think it’s calming 
for the soldiers.”

“We got a fire pit and a fountain — so we 
got both,” he adds with a sly smile. 

Benjamin and his family often go out of 
their way to make sure that families receiv-
ing a home from BHH feel accepted and 
supported by the veteran community. 

“It’s one of the ways we try to give back 
and support,” Benjamin says. “We really 
consider BHH our family, definitely.”

The family also gives back to the commu-
nity in other ways. Both Sharon and their 
eldest daughter Destiny teach at a public 
school, and Benjamin volunteers as a cross-
ing guard — known as “Daddy Decker” by 
the kids. He is also the school mascot. 

For Benjamin, it comes down to memori-
alizing the loss of his friends and comrades 
in Iraq. The ones who didn’t come home — 

62 lost in his battalion, to be exact. 
“I feel guilty a lot of times, because I know 

a lot of soldiers out there still struggling. 
I know a lot of soldiers that didn’t come 
home,” Benjamin says. “I look at this house 
and the size of it and I think ‘what did we do 
to deserve it? Really, did we deserve it?’ But 
I’m thankful.” 

The best part of the experience for the 
Deckers has been the friendships that have 
lasted long after the home was built.

“They truly don’t leave you. I mean, they 
don’t just give you the home,” Sharon says. 
“They invest in you...it’s just a tremendous 
feeling knowing that there is support.”

Sharon and Benjamin Decker had met 
while dating other people in the early ’90s. 
When those relationships ended, they 
bumped into each other again at Sharon’s 
fast-food job. She offered him a drink.

“It’s funny,” Benjamin says. “There’s so 
many things in my life that I can’t remember 
anymore, but I still remember the exact mo-
ment when I first saw her.”

Sharon was equally smitten, and the rest, 
as they say, is history.

“He’s just been my rock since day one...A 
lot of people said, ‘they’re not going to 
work,’” Sharon says. Benjamin chimed in 
“and we’ve outlasted all of them!” Sharon 
laughed, continuing, “We’ve been thrown a 
lot of punches, but we’ve gotten through ev-
ery one of them and there’s no other person 
that I would rather be with.”

Four children and 24 years later, they’re 
starting a new chapter. This last month, the 
Deckers hosted their first barbecue in honor 
of their second-oldest son Devin graduating 
high school and leaving for basic training 
June 23. Most of the kids knew the military 
life of moves, hardships and travel, all except 
Leilani, their youngest, only 8 years old.

“She’s known nothing but being spoiled. 
She’s been on TV, she’s been in the paper, 
she’s been to Diamondbacks games...I 
hope she doesn’t grow up to think that’s 
normal,” Benjamin says with a laugh. “I 
hope she appreciates what soldiers have 
sacrificed for her.”  

Building Homes for Heroes is  
announcing its next Arizona home 

build at the Diamondbacks game on 
July 5. buildinghomesforheroes.org, 

516-684-9220.

An Enterprise of the Tohono O’odham Nation - Si’al Ke:k

Desert Diamond Casino salutes our troops, past and present. Sign up 
with your military ID to receive monthly rewards, exclusive access to 

special events, gifts and prizes! Thank you for your service.

BENEFITS
$10 Free Play awarded twice each month

Plus, a FREE Heroes Breakfast

YOUR SERVICE DESERVES 
RECOGNITION.



An Enterprise of the Tohono O’odham Nation - Si’al Ke:k

Desert Diamond Casino salutes our troops, past and present. Sign up 
with your military ID to receive monthly rewards, exclusive access to 

special events, gifts and prizes! Thank you for your service.

BENEFITS
$10 Free Play awarded twice each month

Plus, a FREE Heroes Breakfast

YOUR SERVICE DESERVES 
RECOGNITION.
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Sanderson Ford CEO 
David Kimmerle excuses 

his employees from work 
on Memorial Day, typically 

a top day for selling 
vehicles. He just asks 

them to thank a veteran
or first responder

during the day.
(Photo by Pablo Robles)
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Sanderson Ford CEO David Kimmer-
le reaches out to shake hands, but it’s 
about more than niceties.

In his hand is a weighty red, white 
and blue challenge coin, emblazoned with 
“Duty. Sacrifice. Honor. God. Family. Coun-
try.” that he nonchalantly gives to veterans, 
the military and first responders. 

“We don’t ask for anything in return,” he 
says. “We just walk off. They’ll call us later 
and say they really appreciate it.”

Kimmerle knows the plight of veterans. 
He, too, served. 

A U.S. Air Force veteran, Kimmerle is on 
the board of Fighter Country Partnership/
Foundation, which raises funds to enhance 
the lives of airmen and the families at Luke 
Air Force Base, which houses all branches of 
the military. The capital campaign is dubbed 
Luke Forward and is a $5.82 million pledge 
to raise the morale of servicemen and wom-
en. 

“The government pays for mission criti-
cal (needs), but there are certain qualities of 
life that they wouldn’t have. The Flight Line 
Kitchen wasn’t air conditioned until just re-
cently,” says Kimmerle, who was stationed at 
Luke Air Force Base with the 302nd Rescue 
Squadron.

“The Security Forces Facilities meet ev-
ery day and when they changed, it was un-
der a canopy. For the first time in 60 years, 
they change the guard in an air-conditioned 
room.”

The Security Forces Facilities have guard 
mount rooms, where each incoming sift gets 
its daily orders and updates from the shift 
commander before going on duty. The rooms 
have a meeting area, lockers, restroom facil-
ities and are enclosed. Luke’s Security forces 

formerly had a shade cover without walls, 
until Luke Forward’s $410,000 campaign 
promise. 

Kimmerle says he appreciates the help of 
donors and volunteers. In general, he says, 
the nation doesn’t show enough apprecia-
tion for the military. 

“It’s the smallest military we’ve ever had in 
the history of our country,” he says. “Conse-
quently, there aren’t as many people who are 
touched by the military. This is an opportu-
nity to help them. 

“Because of the things we do, these people 
aren’t forgotten. Some of them come back 
from these wars with PTSD, the suicide rate 
is high, and we have all these people who are 
paying it forward.”

Sanderson Ford is saluting Arizona veter-
ans for the fifth year by giving veterans $500 
gift certificates for paying it forward. The 
public nominates veterans and the winners 
are profiled on ABC 15. 

The Glendale dealership also has desig-
nated parking spots for veterans near its 
entryway. His employees are excused from 
work on Memorial Day, one of the top days 
for selling vehicles. Kimmerle only asks 
them to take the time to say “thank you” to 
someone during the day. 

“It’s tough to make a transition to civilian 
life after you’ve been shot at for four years,” 
he says. “In some cases, they do two or three 
different tours and are still here serving. 
They retire and then they’re serving those 
who are serving us.”

Kimmerle’s experiences
The 302nd Rescue Squadron was known 

for its amphibious planes, the HU16, which 
had two reciprocating engines. He speaks to 

soldiers now and few are familiar with the 
aircraft. 

“They don’t even remember the kind of 
aircraft we flew then because they’re so old,” 
Kimmerle says. 

“It has been a long time, once I think about 
it. We had to qualify in ocean landings. Most 
of the training we did was at Roosevelt Lake. 
We did stuff with the Civil Air Patrol. It 
wasn’t long after that they went to helicop-
ters. They all retired to the boneyard.”

Kimmerle calls his time at Luke “a great 
experience,” just out of Glendale High 
School.  

“It was during the Vietnam era. To be in 
a rescue squadron and to be right here, and 
to be working with Luke to this day is really 
special to me,” he says.

Folks like Kimmerle are doing their best 
to enhance the lives of the military. The 
Military Assistance Mission helps make 
payments on veterans’ homes. He finds it 
appalling that veterans should have such 
problems. 

“It’s shameful that we have this happen-
ing to those who are putting their lives on 
the line for us,” says Kimmerle, who was in 
Washington, D.C., during 9/11. 

He believes, through Fighter Country 
Partnership, the public can learn what the 
armed forces are about. He’s been accused 
of exploiting the military. The thought of it 
makes Kimmerle angry. 

“I’m a veteran,” he says. “This is a way of 
life.”  

Sanderson Ford CEO
David Kimmerle takes
the military to heart

C OV E R  S TO RY

Sanderson Ford
6400 N. 51st Avenue, Glendale
1-800-729-3501,
sandersonford.com

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI
Sound of Freedom Executive Editor
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Physical Therapy 
Manual Therapy 
Hand Therapy
Industrial Rehab 
Sports Rehab 
Speech TherapyP: 623-289-1916 

ApexNetworkPT.com

CERTIFIED 
TRICARE 
PROVIDER

980 S Watson Rd, Ste. 101 • Buckeye, AZ 85326

Amenities:
WiFi • Happy Hour • Kitchenettes • Pet Friendly

Complimentary Deluxe Breakfast
Dual Port Electric Vehicle Charging Station

Sun Canyon 
260 N. Garden Ave., Sierra Vista, Arizona 85635

P: 520-335-0404    Reservations: 1-800-528-1234
BestWestern.com/PlusSunCanyon

Each Best Western® branded hotel is independently owned and operated.

Located just outside the gates 
of Fort Huachuca Army Base

Amenities:
WiFi • Happy Hour • Kitchenettes • Pet Friendly

Complimentary Deluxe Breakfast
Dual Port Electric Vehicle Charging Station

Sun Canyon 
260 N. Garden Ave., Sierra Vista, Arizona 85635

P: 520-335-0404    Reservations: 1-800-528-1234
BestWestern.com/PlusSunCanyon

Each Best Western® branded hotel is independently owned and operated.

Located just outside the gates 
of Fort Huachuca Army Base

As a "�ank You" to those who have or are 
currently serving in the military, or as a 

firefighter, police officer, teacher, or medical 
professional, we'd like to give you a special 

discount on a brand new home!

Apply 1% of the base price of a new home 
from Woodside Homes Arizona toward the 

home options of your choice.

WoodsideHomes.com/Arizona

HONORING OUR 

HEROES

®

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

 Vito Simplicio  or  
Stephanie Derendal

623-469-0153

Offers, incentives, and Woodside Homes contributions are subject to terms, conditions, and restrictions, which may include the requirement of 
using preferred lenders and closing agents. Some incentives could affect the loan amount. Woodside Homes reserves the right to change or 
withdraw any offer or incentive at any time. Woodside Homes reserves the right to change floor plans, features, elevations, prices, materials and 
specifications without notice. Optional features may be predetermined and included at additional cost to Buyer and are subject to construction 
cut-off dates.  All square footages and measurements are approximate. Images are an artist’s conception only. Persons pictured do not reflect

racial or other demographic preferences. This advertisement is for illustration purposes only and is not part of a legally binding contract. Please see Sales 
Professional for full details. If you are working with a REALTOR or real estate agent, they must accompany and register you on your first visit.  05/2019



Visit: AZRanchLife.com  
Better Hurry! They Won’t Last Long!

The Arizona Mountain Lifestyle You’ve Always Wanted!
Scenic 2.5+ acre parcels ideally located just 6 miles north of Williams, Arizona

FEATURES:
• Gated Community with Asphalt 

Roadways 

• Underground Electric and Phone 
to every parcel 

• Scenic Mountain Views 

Enjoy an Average 

Summer High 

Temperature of 83° 

versus 106° in the 

Phoenix area!
Brooks Realty & Advisory Group,  Ben F. Brooks III - Broker

• Many Parcels are Heavily Wooded 
with 10’ - 25’ Pines 

• Cool 6,900’ Elevation 

• Intelligent Protective Covenants 
are in Place 

• Low Down Financing 

• Title Insured 

• All Parcels are Surveyed & Staked 

• Best Buy not only in Coconino County 
but in all of Arizona! 

From
$49,900

Subject to Availability
Please call for an appointment. Open 7 days a week

877-345-0296

Ask About

5% 
Military 

Discount!
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P H I L A N T H R O P Y

At Folds of Honor, investing in the 
education and the tomorrows of 
veterans and their families is not 
only considered a duty, but more 

so an honor. So, when longtime military sup-
porter Roadmaster Group — a high-security 
transportation company based in Glendale 
— joined the nonprofit in its efforts, a dy-
namic partnership emerged.

In early May, Roadmaster Group unveiled 
a multiyear sponsorship agreement with 
Folds of Honor to provide several scholar-
ships to the immediate dependents of fallen 
or disabled servicemen and -women.

The scholarships, valued at $5,000, cover 
private educational tuition and tutoring for 
children in grades K-12 and also assist with 

the costs of postsecondary 
education.

Because Roadmaster 
Group is a component of 
national security, John Wil-
bur, Roadmaster Group’s 
CEO, calls the partner-
ship with Folds of Honor a 
no-brainer.

“Our largest customer, by 
far, is the U.S. Department 
of Defense. We are mov-
ing those kinds of sensitive 
commodities for the military. Our trucks 
and our drivers are on military facilities ev-
ery single day,” Wilbur explains. “So, when I 
became familiar with the Folds of Honor or-
ganization, I was like, ‘That’s just the perfect 
fit for us.’”

Roadmaster Group’s support, which is not a 

one-time gift, but a four-year pledge, will help 
Folds of Honor expand its outreach — ulti-
mately benefiting more military families, says 
Folds of Honor Vice President Ben Leslie.

“Having new partners like John and Road-
master come in — not only commit to a large 
donation, but commit to four-year, large do-
nation — helps us help new people, budget 

BY ANDREA ESTRADA
Sound of Freedom Staff Writer

Movin’ On
ROADMASTER EXTENDS EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT TO MILITARY FAMILIES
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Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona is honored to 
recognize Luke Air Force Base for your continued 

service to our community. When we need you,  
you answer the call. And for that we salute you.

Litchfield Park’s Annual Patriotic Pool Party

July 4th — 10am to 5pm

The City of Litchfield Park 
Proudly Supports 

Luke Air Force Base

Only $2 per person.  
Kids 3 & under free. 
Food and beverages      

sold separately. 

LITCHFIELD PARK REC CENTER
100 S Old Litchfield Rd.

litchfield-park.org  •  623-935-9040

and prepare,” Leslie says. “We know that probably three or four kids 
can go through college and see their academic career start and finish 
because of Roadmaster.”

Scholarship assistance is given to the widows and children of ser-
vice members who have paid the ultimate sacrifice, including trau-
matic brain injury, loss of limbs, severe PTSD and death.

Kevin Cummings, chairman of Folds of Honor Arizona’s board, 
noted the nonprofit’s first concern — local scholars.

“One of the things I like most about our organization: the money 
that’s raised in Arizona stays in Arizona. Not until we meet the de-
mand in Arizona can any of the money raised here go elsewhere,” 
Cummings says.

Not only does Folds of Honor have a patriotic mission, but Wil-
bur added it has an efficient way of executing that mission.

“A high percentage of the donations that go to this organization 
get directly into these scholarships. When someone is contribut-
ing, like us, we know that’s not being lost in abusive administra-
tive charges or anything — (but) actually getting to the recipients of 
these scholarships,” Wilbur says.

The life-changing support Wilbur is extending speaks to his lead-
ership, Leslie says.

“Roadmaster Group and John are making a positive community. 
To help military families right in your backyard — there’s not a lot 
to stand up like he and his company does; his employees; customers; 
and truck drivers,” Leslie says.

“We couldn’t do what we do at Folds of Honor without the patri-
otic generosity of Roadmaster.” 
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BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI
Sound of Freedom Executive Editor

The Arizona Coyotes are offering free tickets to its 
home preseason games on Tuesday, September 17, 
and Saturday, September 21, to all service members, 
first responders and kids ages 14 and younger.

Those eligible and interested in requesting tickets for these 
games should visit arizonacoyotes.com/preseason.

The Coyotes will begin their seven-game preseason sched-
ule on Sunday, September 15, against the Vegas Golden 
Knights at T-Mobile Arena. Arizona will then face the Los 
Angeles Kings in a split-squad matchup on September 17 at 
Gila River Arena and Staples Center. The Coyotes will return 
home to host the Anaheim Ducks on September 21.

“As we are deeply committed to positively impacting our 
community and exposing more and more people to our great 
game, we are proud to provide free admission to both of our 
home preseason games to all first responders, service mem-
bers and all kids under the age of 15,” says Coyotes President 
and CEO Ahron Cohen. 

“We see this as a fantastic opportunity to say thank you to 
those you keep us safe, as well as to invite the next generation 
of Our Pack out to Gila River Arena.”

The Coyotes will conclude their preseason with a three-
game road trip to play the Edmonton Oilers (Tuesday, Sep-
tember 24), Vancouver Canucks (Thursday, September 26) 
and the Ducks (Saturday, September 28).

In addition, the Coyotes Weekender Package will get fans 
into all weekend home games in 2019-20 and will offer sav-
ings off gate prices. Call 480-563-PUCK or visit arizonacoy-
otes.com for more information. 

Coyotes offering free tickets to 
service members

Honoring 
the  

Military
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VETERAN’S
DISCOUNT

10% OFF

Chapel of the Chimes Mortuary
7924 N. 59th Ave. Glendale, AZ 85301 623-937-9297

chapelofthechimesmortuary.com

Get the correct information about the benefi ts you have earned.

Call to receive free brochure: 10 Things All Veterans Should Know...

Our commitment to 
the community will 
never equal that of 

the men and women 
who have taken up 
arms in defense of 

our country.

Thank you for your service.
Please request your FREE 
Veterans Planning Guide.

ARE YOU OUT LOOKING FOR YOUR NEXT HOUSE? 

* ACTIVE MILITARY DISCOUNTS * VETERAN DISCOUNTS                                                          
* FIRST RESPONDER DISCOUNTS 

TITLE INSURANCE - ESCROW SERVICES - ACCOUNT SERVICING 

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH                                                                                              
OVER 70 OFFICES STATEWIDE 

WWW.PTAAZ.COM 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8am – 6pm • Sat. 8am – 1pm • Sun. Closed

VISTANCIA
Animal Hospital

Vistancia Animal Hospital is proud to now 
serve the area for everything pet related.

623-888-8108
28570 N El Mirage Rd, Suite 104 • Peoria, Arizona 85383

NE Corner of El Mirage Rd. & Vistancia Blvd.

Looking for preventative maintenance, emergency or surgical care? We are here to 
ensure that your pet is cared for like they are our very own. Our team is committed to 

educating our clients in how to keep pets healthy with good nutrition and exercise.

$5 OFF
PET’S FIRST EXAM

For New Clients
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The city of Surprise, with the help of generous partners, is building 
an outdoor memorial in honor of late Surprise resident and combat 

wounded veteran Brian Mancini, who spent his life serving his country 
and helping other wounded veterans find healing. The memorial will pay 
tribute to Mancini and provide a place for veterans to reflect, find healing 
and feel the community’s deep appreciation for their service and sacrifice.

 Opens at Surprise Community Park, 15953 N. Bullard Ave, on Veterans Day 2019. 
surpriseaz.gov/vrc

CHARACTER BREAKFAST
Saturdays | June 8 - August 31 | 8-10am

877.881.9405   |   wigwamarizona.com

$17/Adult & $8.50/Child
Reservations are required.

FAMILY FUN
AT THE WIGWAM

Every Saturday, join us at
Red’s Bar & Grill for a fun-filled 

breakfast with all of your
favorite characters! 

Excellence
from All, for All

TUHSD.org
(623) 478-4000

$34.3 Million in Scholarships Awarded!
• College & Career      • Free PSAT &
   Ready Focus                 ACT Testing
• Advanced Placement &    • Sports, Arts &
  Honors Classes        Extracurricular 
          Oppertunities

COMING SOON! WEST POINT HIGH SCHOOL

COPPER CANYON HIGH SCHOOL

SIERRA LINDA HIGH SCHOOL

WESTVIEW HIGH SCHOOL

LA JOYA COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL

TOLLESON UNION HIGH SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL
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NO STRANGERS, NO JUDGEMENT & NO ADDED STRESS.
IT’S LOW COST, SIMPLE, SAFE & SECURE – 

JUST THE WAY YOU WANT IT

For more information go to www.arizonaonlinecremations.com
10307 W Coggins Dr, Sun City, AZ 85351 • 623-875-9035

DIRECT CREMATION
Professional Service Fee

Transfer of Remains to Funeral Home
Registration Fee • Crematory Fee

Your Cost: $900

OTHER SERVICES
Cremation containers start at $95

Urns start at $35

Death Certifi cates: $20 per copy
Medical Examiners Fee: $15

Mayor
Alexis Hermosillo

Vice Mayor
Roy Delgado
Councilmembers

Monica Dorcey
Anita Norton
Lynn Selby

David Shapera
Donna Winston

THE EL MIRAGE CITY COUNCIL
THANK THE MEN AND WOMEN OF

LUKE AIR FORCE BASE
FOR THEIR SERVICE

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
• Tr ansition Services (Active Duty to Civilian) 

o Mandatory Separation\Retirement\Preseperation  
Counseling 
o Mandatory 5 Day Department of Labor 
TAP Employment Workshop 
o Employment Assistance 
o SBA quarterly Boots to Business Workshop 
o Higher Education Training 
o Resume Writing and Federal Employment Workshops

•  Discovery Center - Resources for relocation, transition,  
employment, housing, schools, and more!

•  AMVETS – Provides medical records screening and  
assistance with VA disability claims

• P ersonal Development Information & Resources 
o Like us on Facebook: Luke A&FRC

•  Military & Family Life Counselor 
Assistance

•  Financial Counseling Education
•  Relocation & Sponsorship Services
•  School Liaison Officer - Addresses 

educational issues involving military 
children and youth in the local 
school community

AIRMAN & FAMILY READINESS CENTER

*Limited Services for DoD Civilians and their families

Contact us for further information: (623) 856-6550
Email: 56fss.fsfr@luke.af.mil

7282 N. 137th Ave. Bldg.1113 Luke AFB, AZ. 85309
“We’re never the wrong place to go!”

Monthly Dept. of LaborTAP EmploymentWorkshop

MILITARY MEMBERS, DOD CIVILIANS*, RESERVE, GUARD,
MILITARY RETIREES & ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS

Luke Annual Job Fair October 16, 2019
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R E C O G N I T I O N

Outreach Director Ken Fuellbier from the office of Rep. 
Debbie Lesko (AZ-08) presented Kelly Morgan of Arizo-
na Department of Veterans Services with Arizona’s Dis-
trict 8 Congressional Recognition. 

Morgan works at the Veteran Success Center at Luke Air Force 
Base, where he assists members of the military and veterans with 
filing for benefits, job connections, and pension claims.

“Veteran Kelly Morgan is passionate about serving the Veteran 
community here in Arizona and being a resource for them and their 
families,” Lesko says. “He has a reputation of being one of the best. 
Thank you, Kelly, for working tirelessly every day to assist the veter-
ans in our community.”  

Congressional Recognition
Rep. Lesko honors Military 
and Veteran Success Center 

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI
Sound of Freedom Executive Editor

Ken Fuellbier presents  
recognition to Kelly Morgan 
at Luke Air Force Base.  
(Photo courtesy Rep. Debbie Lesko)

 

DISTRIBUTION CENTER
6031 BUCKEYE

PROUD TO 
SUPPORT LUKE 
AIR FORCE BASE

Insist on Auto Service that is…  
Guaranteed Nationwide 

 12 Months or 12,000 Miles
13127 W. Glendale Ave.

Next to Pizza Hut • SW Corner of Dysart & Glendale

(623) 536-9974

  
 

COYOTE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

www.CoyoteTire.com
M-F 7:30-6:00, Sat 7:30-2:00

The Card For Your Car
*6 MONTHS, NO INTEREST

See Store for Complete Details.

 

LUBE, OIL & FILTER AIR CONDITIONING

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL OFFER

$39.99 $29.99

$30OFF 25% OFF

Most cars & light trucks. With coupon. 
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 9/30/19

Must present coupon at time of purchase. 
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 9/30/19

Must present coupon at time of purchase. 
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 9/30/19

Must present coupon. 
Does not apply to other specials. Max value $50. Expires 9/30/19

+FREE TIRE ROTATION
& BRAKE INSPECTION
UP TO 5QTS PREMIUM OIL, OIL
FILTER & CHASSIS LUBE (If applicable)

A/C Check  
(Freon Extra)

Front End Alignment
WITH PURCHASE OF  

2 OR MORE TIRES
Most cars and light trucks. 

For non-scheduled  
maintenance service.

Maximum discount $50. 

COYOTE

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Insist on Auto Service that is...
Guaranteed Nationwide 

12 Months or 12,000 Miles

FREE
Shuttle
Service

• Air Conditioning/Service Repair
• Batteries  and Electrical System
• Brake Service
• Computerized Diagnostics
• Radiators  
• Scheduled Maintenance

• Factory Maintenance
• Engine Service
• CV and Drive Axles
• Transmission Service
• Suspension, Shocks & Struts
• And Much More!

Services We Offer:

M-F 7:30-6:00, Sat 7:30-2:00
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Conveniently located at the I-10/
Loop 101 Interchange at 99th 
Avenue in the Avondale 
Automall

N

Larry H. Miller
Volkswagen

Volkswagen Avondale
Driven By You

Lease for $194 a month for 48 
months 10,000 miles per year. 

$1,999 Due at signing excludes tax, title, license, options and 
dealer fees. MSRP $21,224, lease cap cost $19,804, $675 acq 
fee, cap cost reduction $2,041.95. Must lease with VCI. OAC.

Lease for $326 a month for 48 
months 10000 miles per year.

$2,999 Due at Signing excludes tax, title, license, options and 
dealer fees. MSRP $37,610, Lease cap cost $32,635, $675 acq 
fee, cap cost reduction $3,066.09. Must lease with VCI. OAC.

Lease for $213 a month for 48 
months 10000 miles per year.

$2,599 Due At Signing excludes tax, title, license, options and 
dealer fees. MSRP $26,060, Lease cap cost $22,490, $675 acq 
fee, cap cost reduction $2,656.82. Must lease with VCI. OAC.

*For price and rates, must finance with VCI, OAC.  All prices plus tax, title, license, options and dealer fees. Expires 9/2/19. (After this date see dealer).  **Specials cannot be combined

NEW 2019 VW

Jetta S AT

Sales Price: $18,054*
Or Or Or

Sales Price: $31,710* Sales Price: $22,465*
Msrp: $21,224    Savings: $3,170 Msrp: $37,610    Savings: $5,900 Msrp: $26,060    Savings: $3,595

NEW 2019 VW

Atlas SE FWD
NEW 2019 VW

Tiguan S

•  Oil Changes, Brake Service, 
Major Car Repairs and Other Services

• Master Certified Technicians
• Same Day Service
• No Appointment Needed
• FREE Uber Service

MON - FRI 7am - 6pm | SaT 8am - 4pm

855-579-7903

OIL CHANGE
STARTING AT $2900

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Includes Lube, Oil Filter, Tire Rotation,
Vehicle Wash, Multipoint Inspection

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

A/C SERVICE
STARTING AT 

$9999
ALL MAKES & MODELS
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

SERVICE CENTER

STK#: 9629  VIN: 3VWC57BUXKM184657 STK#: 9607  VIN: 1V2DR2CA9KC562602 STK#: 9525  VIN: 3VV1B7AX3KM083699

**Trade in Special: $3,000 over Fair Book Value  •  College Grad and Military get an extra $500 off all deals 
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D E F E N D E R S

BY AIRMAN BROOKE MOEDER
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Rain or shine, the 56th Security 
Forces Squadron Defenders stand 
guard 24/7 protecting the men, 
women and assets of Luke Air 

Force Base. This includes checking larger 
vehicles at the base’s South Gate search pit.

Two Defenders and a military working 
dog handler with their canine work the pit 
together. They protect the population and 
the resources on Luke by performing a full, 
360-degree inspection of vehicles prior to 
allowing them base access.

“The search pit and the gate are the first 
lines of defense for Luke,” says Tech. Sgt. 
Jose Martinez, 56th SFS flight sergeant. “The 
Defenders check every vehicle that goes 
through the pit to make sure it’s not bring-
ing anything harmful or illegal onto the in-
stallation.”

On average, Defenders inspect more than 
530 vehicles in the pit area each week.

Depending on the size of the vehicle, in-
spection times vary up to 15 minutes. A 
FIDO explosives detector is used on com-
monly touched items and can detect trace 
levels of explosive materials.

Drivers pull into the inspection pit and 
open all the doors and compartments of 
their vehicles. For their own safety, the driv-
ers wait in a secure holding area while their 
vehicle is searched. 

While performing inspections, the De-
fenders search for unauthorized items such 
as weapons, explosives or illegal substances. 
With the numerous amounts of vehicles and 
people that come through the pit, they have 
to be ready for anything.

“We had an individual that was acting 
suspicious,” says Senior Airman Jaden Cady, 
56th SFS law enforcement controller. “We 
searched the individual’s car, pulled his nap-

kins out of the center console and found 
a pipe, several razor blades and baggies of 
drugs in his backpack. You want to be sys-
tematic and thorough with the searches.”

The Defenders have a vital role in main-
taining mission readiness, by preventing 
incidents such as these from escalating and 
possibly further endangering base members.

If the offender is a civilian, the local po-
lice department will detain them. If the 
offender of a random search is a military 
member, the first sergeant or the individu-
al’s commander will investigate and act as 
they deem necessary.

Commercial drivers or civilians who need 
to make regular trips onto base are vetted 
through the visitor center annually.

For the most part, Cady says, inspec-
tions go smoothly. The Defenders of the 
56 FW SFS continue to stand watch and 
ensure the safety of everything inside the 
gates of the base. 

Security Forces guard Luke through search pit

Defending the Base

Senior Airman Jaden Cady, 56th Security Forces Squadron law 
enforcement controller, uses a mirror to inspect underneath a 
truck that is passing through the South Gate search pit at Luke 
Air Force Base. While performing inspections, Defenders search 
for unauthorized items such as weapons, explosives or illegal 
substances. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Brooke Moeder)

Staff Sgt. Zackery Hons, 56th 
Security Forces Squadron military 
working dog handler and his MWD 
inspect a truck at the Luke Air 
Force Base South Gate search pit. 
Hons and his MWD, Wax, perform 
a 360-degree inspection of vehi-
cles prior to entering the base. (U.S. 
Air Force photo by Airman Brooke Moeder)
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The City of Peoria is a champion of Luke Air Force Base and works hard to  
protect the Base to ensure their mission’s viability for years to come.

On behalf of the Mayor and Council, City management 
and staff, we want to say “THANK YOU” for your service  

and dedication to our country.
City of Peoria

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

Powered by passion
and purpose

We are in awe of 
your service to 
others. Thank you.

To schedule a blood donation
appointment, call
877-258-4825 (877-25-VITAL)
or vist us at vitalant.org

Title and Registration: Mon-Fri 8-6 • Sat 9-4
Driver License: Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 9-3

West Valley Motor Vehicle
Title Express

NO WAITING, Fast & Friendly
 Title, Registration, 

Plates, Permits, 
Federal Arizona Travel ID

(drivers license or ID card)
ARIZONA DRIVERS LICENSE & ID

Crossroads Towne Center
12801 W Bell Rd Suite 113
Surprise, Arizona 85378

Phone 623.977.0929
Fax 623.977.4006

www.westvalleytitle.com
Convenience fees shall apply

NO WAITING, Fast & Friendly

(drivers license or ID card)

NO WAITING, Fast & Friendly

$3 Off
With

Military ID

COMFORT 
SUITES
GLENDALE

•  HDTVs, Refrigerator, Microwave, 
Coffee Maker, Hair Dryer, Iron/ 
Board & Sofa Sleeper in ALL 
rooms

•  24 Hour Business Center, Fitness 
Center 
and Marketplace

• Heated Outdoor Pool and SPA
• Laundry facility
• Over 4,000 Square Feet of  
Meeting/Banquet Space
•  Less than 2 miles from Westgate 

City Center, State Farm Stadium 
Area,Tanger Outlet Mall

• Pet Friendly
• Just 7 Miles from Luke AFB

Government 
Rates

Available

9824 W. Camelback Rd. Glendale, AZ 85305 • www.comfortsuites.com/hotel/az296

623-271-9005

NEWLY RENOVATED!!

FREE BREAKFAST, SHUTTLE & INTERNET
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M A R I N E S  C A L L  A I R  F O R C E  B A S E  H O M E

Marines with unique 
mission call Luke  
AFB home
BY AIRMAN BROOKE MOEDER
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

A tan, quiet building sits on a street 
near the northwestern edge of 
Luke Air Force Base. Lost in the 
background of F-35s and F-16s, 

it can be easily overlooked, however, this 
particular structure houses a group with a 
very unique mission.

Home to the Marine Corps’ 6th Engineer 
Support Battalion, Bulk Fuel Company 
Charlie, who’s headquartered in New Orle-
ans, this unit is made up of a mix of 22 ac-
tive-duty, active-reserve and Marine Corps 

Reserve and have operations that remain 
independent from the on-going Luke oper-
ations.

The facility previously resided in down-
town Phoenix but relocated to Luke in Jan-

uary 2010 due to anti-terrorism and force 
protection requirements.

“We don’t have any operational or admin-
istrative commitments to Luke,” says U.S. 
Marines 1st Sgt. Eddie Williams, 6th Engi-

Marines assigned to the 6th Engineer Support Battal-
ion, Bulk Fuel Company Charlie, Site Support Phoenix, 
carry a fallen Marine in a flag-draped transfer case 
during a dignified transfer May 17 at the Phoenix Sky 
Harbor International Airport. Dignified transfers are 
when fallen service members are transported from 
an aircraft to an awaiting transport vehicle. The fallen 
Marine, Lance Cpl. Justin A. Hinds, was an Avondale 
native. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Brooke Moeder)

The father of a fallen Marine hugs Lance Cpl. Kyle Pierce, Alpha Company administra-
tive specialist, Headquarters and support Battalion, Marine Corps Installations East, 
during a dignified transfer at the Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport May 17. 
Pierce was the best friend of the Justin A. Hinds, an Avondale native. (U.S. Air Force photo 
by Airman Brooke Moeder)

Dignified
TASK
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neer Support Battalion Bulk Fuel Company Charlie Site Support 
Phoenix inspector instructor. “We just have a building, basically. 
All of our operations are conducted outside of the base.”

The 6 ESBs primary responsibility is to train reservists in the 
bulk fuel community and provide fuel for ground transporta-
tion in the Marine forces, Williams says.  

More than 350 reservists come to Luke one weekend a month 
to perform annual Military Occupational Specialty training.

The reservists conduct annual rifle and pistol range qualifi-
cation for three to five days in an area close to Flagstaff. They 
also practice land navigation, battle skills testing and bulk fuel 
training to enhance the battalion’s marksmanship proficiency 
and meet annual training requirements.

The battalion participates in color guard, funeral honors 
and dignified transfers and, according to Williams, they have 
events throughout the year when the community asks for Ma-
rine Corps support.

The most recent dignified transfer performed by Marines 
from 6 ESB was May 17 at Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
Airport for an Avondale native, Lance Cpl. Justin A. Hinds, an 
administrative specialist with Alpha Company, Headquarters 
and Support Battalion, Marine Corps Installations East.

With such a small number of Marines stationed at Luke, 
there is a bond between these military members that reflects 
a family.

“If one of our comrades has fallen, we do everything to make 
sure the family can have closure,” says Master Sgt. Ralph Wright, 
Site Support Phoenix operations chief. “It’s just what we do. It 
doesn’t matter if we knew the Marine personally. It’s a title we 
earn. We know what everyone went through to deserve it.” 

Marines assigned to the 6th Engineer Support Battalion, Bulk 
Fuel Company Charlie, Site Support Phoenix, perform a dig-
nified transfer for a fallen Marine May 17 at the Phoenix Sky 
Harbor International Airport. The company participates in color 
guard, Marine Corps funeral honors and dignified transfers. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Brooke Moeder)

We are the home of the Free and Brave because of you! 
� ank you for your service!

GESTATIONAL SURROGATES NEEDED!

@3sisterssurrogacy on FACEBOOK

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE....
BE A PART OF A MIRACLE!

The rewards are more than financial.
Help couples become parents and
create a family.

We are seeking:
• Women between the ages of 21-37
• Love being pregnant and have had 
   uncomplicated pregnancies with no 
   more than 2 C-Sections
• No illegal drug use and minimal 
   alcohol use
• No smoking whatsoever
• Height and Weight within normal range
• You do not carry your own genetic child
• Compensation packages start at $40,000

Learn more at....  

www.3sisterssurrogacy.com or
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Members from the 309th and 
61st Aircraft Maintenance 
Units partnered with the 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Air-

port to conduct transient aircraft training 
on May 21 for Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Air-
port employees.

The training is essential to ensure airport 
employees know how to safely recover Luke 
aircraft that may divert there in the event of 
an emergency or inclement weather.

“Mesa (Gateway Airport) reached out to 
us and were looking for training on how to 
recover these jets,” says 2nd Lt. Phillip Res-
nick, 56th Operations Support Squadron 
Airfield Operations officer. “This is one of 
the primary divert (locations) that we use. 
If there’s bad weather or an emergency, they 
will come here if they aren’t able to make it 
back to Luke.”

Not only did the 17 airport employees at-
tend a class with instruction taught by ap-
proximately 15 maintainers from the 309th 
and 61st AMUs, they also received hands-on 
training with an F-16 Fighting Falcon and 

two F-35 Lightning II from Luke.
Employees were taught how to chock, pin 

and conduct safety checks to secure the air-

Luke travels to Mesa Gateway to learn 
about transient planes

BY SENIOR AIRMAN MONET VILLACORTE
Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid

56th Fighter Wing

Diversion Training

SEE TRAINING PAGE 36

Airmen assigned to the 309th Aircraft Maintenance Unit provide an orientation of 
the F-16C Fighting Falcon at Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport. The orientation gave 
an in-depth look and hands-on experience of how to recover the jet and ensure that 
it’s properly recovered and secure. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)

Airmen assigned to the 309th Aircraft Maintenance Unit brief employees of the Phoe-
nix-Mesa Gateway Airport, May 21, 2019, in Mesa, Ariz. The training included instruc-
tions on how to recover an F-16C Fighting Falcon and an F-35A Lightning II in the event 
an aircraft must land there. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)



JULY/AUGUST 2019  |  Sound of Freedom     35

Diversion Training

Youngtown proudly supports Luke Air Force Base and our 
brave aviators who put themselves in harm’s way while 
protecting our freedoms. Fulfi llment of their mission is 

critical to our region, the state and the nation.

YOUNGTOWNAZ.ORG

� LET FREEDOM RING �
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craft and shelter it until Luke maintainers reach the airport.
“I’m excited that everyone (got) a first-hand perspective on the 

training from the actual military personnel that work on these 
aircraft,” says Amy Seifried, line shift supervisor, Gateway Avia-
tion Services at Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport, “We (learned) 
the correct way and the safest way to handle them.”

Ensuring that the pilots and personnel on the ground felt safe 
and confident in their abilities to land and recover the aircraft was 
another goal of this training.

“We are trying to help them become more prepared to safely 
receive our jets without any issues,” Resnick says. “We’re also 
looking around to see if we can bring anything to make it saf-
er for everyone and make sure that our pilots feel comfortable 
landing here.”

Because of this training, airmen were able to engage with the 
local community while imparting knowledge to Mesa’s airport 
employees.

“We’ve forged really good relationships with them,” said 
Resnick. “This is a really good opportunity to build commu-
nity partnerships and for our Airmen to show all the great 
work they do.” 

TRAINING FROM PAGE 34

Staff Sgt. Allen Ehmes, 309th Aircraft Maintenance Unit 
F-16C Fighting Falcon dedicated crew chief, shows employ-
ees of the Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport inside the cockpit 
of an F-16 in Mesa. The airport serves as an alternate landing 
location in the event of an emergency or other incident. (U.S. 
Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)

YOUR NUMBER ONE HEART SPECIALISTS

Chandler
77 S Dobson Rd., Ste. #1

Chandler, AZ 85224
480-814-0266

Maricopa
21300 John Wayne Pkwy, Ste

116, Bldg 7
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Casa Grande
803 N. Salk Dr., Bldg. A
Casa Grande, AZ 85122

520-836-6682

Participating at the following hospitals:
Chandler Regional Medical Center (CRMC)
Mercy Gilbert Medical Center (MGMC)
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Banner Casa Grande Medical Center
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Ziad El Khoury, MD • Romas J Kirvaitis, MD 

Nancy Biehl-Judge, MS, RN, ANP • Robert Gervais, PAC

• Board Certified Cardiovascular Physicians
• Now offering varicose vein treatments

• Accept Medicare and all major insurance plans
• Accepting new patients

• Bilingual cardiologists and staff
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Earnhardt Honda
SCHEDULE: 623-463-4400 or EarnhardtHonda.com

GET A BONUS OIL CHANGE BUY 4 OIL CHANGES | GET THE 5TH ON US

10151 W. PAPAGO FWY, AVONDALE | EarnhardtHonda.com

Earnhardt Honda
“NO BULL” SINCE 1951

OPEN TIL 7PM MON-FRI & TIL 6PM ON SATURDAYS
 

 Call to schedule Service
623-463-4400

Call to schedule Service
623-463-4400

4 Cyl
+TAX

15% OFF *

$37995

V6+TAX
$47995

Starting at

Donʼt get stranded or cause engine
damage with a broken timing belt.
Honda recommends replacing this
critical element every 5-years or

60,000 miles in areas where
temperatures are high.

 Call to schedule Service
623-463-4400

+TAX
$18995

Front Brakes From

Complete front brake job
includes replacing brake pads

and machining the rotors if
necessary.

Call to schedule Service

623-463-4400

$10 OFF*

MILITARY
DISCOUNT

AC INSPECTION

BRAKE
SPECIAL

$150 - $200………..Get $20 OFF!
$201 - $250…………Get $25 OFF!
$251 - $300…………Get $30 OFF!
$301- $400…………Get $40 OFF!
$400 or MORE……Get $50 OFF!

10401 W. Papago Fwy, Avondale | (623) 707-0922 |  EarnhardtHonda.com

PLEASE ASK ABOUT OUR MILITARY APPRECIATION DISCOUNTSAARRRRYYY APPPRRRREECCCIIIAAAATTTIIOOON DDDDIISSCOSE ASKK ABBOOOOUUTTTTT OOOOOUUUURRRRR MMMMIILLLLITAA
THE Honda MILITARY APPRECIATION OFFER SALUTES YOUR MILITARY SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 

*Must present coupon at time of write-up. Honda & Acura 
vehicles only. 6cyl from $479.95 + tax. Not valid with any 
other coupon or specials.Valid only at Earnhardt Honda. 
Limit 1 per customer. Tax and environmental fees extra. 
Offer valid at Earnhardt Honda Avondale. Expires 
08/31/19 

*Must be present at time of write-up. Excludes tires and 
batteries. Plus shop fees based on non-discounted retail 
price, not to exceed $150 (where permitted). Most 
vehicles. Not valid with other offers. One coupon per 
customer. No cash value. See store for details. Offer valid 
at Earnhardt Honda Avondale. Expires 08/31/19

*Must be present at time of write-up.  Plus shop fees 
based on non-discounted retail price, Most vehicles. Not 
valid with other offers. One coupon per customer. No cash 
value. See advisor for details. Offer valid at Earnhardt 
Honda Avondale. Expires 08/31/19

*Must present coupon at time of write-up. Some models 
may require additional services. Honda and Acura vehicles 
only. Cannot be combined with any other offer or previous 
purchases. Some restrictions may apply. Valid only at 
Earnhardt Honda. See dealer for details. Expires 08/31/19Not valid with any other offers. Must present at time of purchase. Limit 1 per person - offer does not apply to 

prior purchases. Other restrictions may apply. Valid only at Earnhardt Honda in Avondale. Expires 08/31/19

TIMING BELT
SPECIAL 

SUPER SAVER... $PEND:
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BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ASPEN REID 
56th Fighter Wing

The 2019 Armed Force Golf Tourna-
ment and Championship was held 
May 8 to May 19, at Falcon Dunes 
Golf Course near Luke Air Force 

Base.
The tournament is held every four years at 

a Department of Defense base in the United 
States. This year marks the 11th time an Air 
Force base hosted and 80 players competed in 
this year’s competition.

The players play four rounds in the qual-
ifying week of the tournament, with the top 
34 moving on to the championship where 
they play another four rounds. From the 34, 
teams of nine players, six males and three 

females, are named champions. Champions 
are rewarded with team medals, and personal 
medals. The top six males and three females 
move on to compete in the world champion-
ship, scheduled to be held in China this year.

The tournament is friendly competition 
between all the DoD services, building con-
nections between the services and helping to 
boost morale, while contributing to recruit-
ment, retention and readiness of troops.

“I’m very impressed with the comradery 
and sportsmanship that the players have 
exhibited while playing here at Luke,” says 
Col. Robert Sylvester, 56th Mission Support 
Group commander. “This tournament is an 
opportunity for them to encourage and mo-
tivate not only their service but their sister 
services as well.”

The champions that will move on to play in 
the world championship round in China are 
as follows:

Men’s:
1st place: Air Force Capt. Kyle Westmoreland
2nd place: Air Force Capt. Andrew Fecteau
3rd place: Air Force Capt. Brandon Johnson
4th place: Air Force Airman 1st Class Jacoby 
Chappa
5th place: Air Force Staff Sgt. Dalton Dish-
man
6th place: Army Spc. Chris Erwin

Women’s:
1st place: Army 2d Lt. Melanie De Leon
2nd place: Air Force Lt. Col. Linda Jeffery
3rd place: Navy Lt. Laurel Gill  

A R M E D  F O R C E S  G O L F  TO U R N A M E N T

Luke hosts Armed Forces 
Golf TournamentFORE!

An Armed Forces Golf Championship participant 
prepares her tee for the drive at Falcon Dunes 
Golf Course near Luke Air Force Base. Six men 
and three women will move on the world cham-
pionship in China later this year. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Airman 1st Class Aspen Reid)



HONESTY  |  INTEGRITY  |  SERVICE
Zero Down Programs for FHA, VA and Conventional Loans

Submit your FREE loan applications at
www.priceteamlending.com

We specialize in VA programs to 500 FICO scores and true 
VA No/No loans. $250.00 donation to The Wounded Warrior 
Project for every closed VA loan

FHA & VA Rehab Loans, Subprime Loans 
and Bank Statement Loans

Donna Price
President/Broker
Price Team Lending
MB 0922610  NMLS 148362
(623) 889-7925
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Joint Effort
West Valley fire  

departments train at Luke

Firefighters from the West Valley came 
together at Luke Air Force Base to 
take part in a joint training exercise. 
The event tested the ability of differ-

ent fire departments to work together suc-
cessfully when responding to emergencies. 
(Photos by U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Zoie Cox)

Firefighters from the West Valley prepare to 
lay hose for a joint training exercise at Luke 
Air Force Base. 

A line of firefighters prepares to enter a room during a joint training exercise at Luke 
Air Force Base. The Luke AFB Fire Department responds to emergencies in the 
local community while local fire departments respond to emergency calls on base. 

An Arizona Fire Medical Authority firefighter rolls a hose 
during a joint training exercise at Luke Air Force Base.

Firefighters huddle around a mannequin while 
simulating CPR during a joint training exercise 
at Luke Air Force Base.

A firefighter watches team members 
during a joint training exercise at Luke Air 
Force Base. 

Fire departments from across the West Valley work together during a joint training exercise at 
Luke Air Force Base. The multi-company standard training mimicked an emergency in which 
firefighters had to not only subdue the fire, but rescue mannequins with simulated injuries. 
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$3 Off
your order

dreamswirls.com
(623) 536-2191

15557 W Roosevelt St.Suite 102 Goodyear, AZ 85338
Sun - Th ur: 11 am - 9 pm  •  Fri - Sat:  11 am - 10 pm

14783 W. Grand Avenue
Surprise, AZ 8S374 

Call Hampton Inn & Suites

623-537-9122

• Clean comfortable rooms or studio suites
• Refrigerator and microwave in all rooms
• Free hot breakfast every morning
• Complimentary high speed Internet access
• Fitness Center                 • Pets Welcome
• Meeting/Function space available

www.facebook.com/ Hampton InnSuitesPHXSurprise

303

101

101

US60/Grand Ave.

US60/Grand Ave.Litchfield
 Rd

.

Bell Rd.

NorthernLUKE 
AFB

N

2015 LEXUS IS
#189845B, 350C CONV

$27,888

2016 FORD ESCAPE
#28799, SE

$16,888

2018 HYUNDAI SONATA
#180313B, LTD

$18,888

2018 FORD MUSTANG 
CERTIFIED #189975A

 $22,888

2018 FORD EXPEDITION 
CERTIFIED  #28815

 $57,888

2014 NISSAN PATHFINDER 
SV #F80358A

 $16,888

2015 FORD C-MAX 
CERTIFIED #28840

 $15,888

2017 LINCOLN MKZ
#28795, SEDAN

$25,888

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE
#186134A, LATITIUDE

$15,888

2015 FORD FUSION 
CERTIFIED #28825

 $16,888

2015 HYUNDAI ACCENT
 GLS #189506A

 $8,888

2017 FORD TRANSIT 
12 PASSENGER #28812

 $24,888

2013 DODGE DART 
STX #188570B

 $8,888

2015 NISSAN ROGUE
#188850F, LMD

$13,888

2017 FORD FOCUS
#28798, SEL

$12,888

1.800.601.1908

2015 TOYOTA SIENNA 
VAN #186362A

 $23,888

6400 N 51ST AVE, GLENDALE | SANDERSONFORD.COM
All prices are plus tax, title and $349 Doc Fee. All offers expire 9/2/19 at close of business.

2012 HYUNDAI ACCENT GS 

28942A   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $7,888
2011 HYUNDAI SONATA GLS  

F90251E  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $8,888
2008 TOYOTA AVALON LMD   
29147A  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $9,888
2014 NISSAN SENTRA SV 

194184C  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $9,888
2012 HONDA FIT SPORT   
180413B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$10,888
2012 HONDA ACCORD LX   
193991A  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$11,888
2014 MINI COOPER 2DR S 

F90428E  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$12,888
2014 VOLKSWAGON BEETLE 1.8T   
194740A   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$13,888
2014 HYUNDAI SANTA FE SPT 

194408A   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$13,888
2014 NISSAN MAXIMA SV  

194307B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$14,888
2016 KIA SEDONA LX 

193655A  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $16,888
2015 ACURA TLX SEDAN 

194501C  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $16,888
2019 TOYOTA CORROLA   
186840A   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$16,888

2018 KIA SPORTAGE LX 

F90309A  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$17,888
2014 NISSAN FRONTIER PRO  

194818A   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$19,888
2017 HONDA CIVIC EX-L   
190200B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$19,888
2015 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER   
F80225B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$19,888
2016 HONDA CR-V EX-L  

194867A  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$20,888
2014 TOYOTA TACOMA 4WD 

194268B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$23,888
2018 SUBARU WRX SEDAN  

190242A  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $27,888
2018 HONDA CR-V 5DR 

190168B   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$29,888
2016 TOYOTA TACOMA TRD  

194169A  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$30,888
2014 TOYOTA SEQUOIA 4WD  
189427B  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$31,888
2018 TOYOTA 4RUNNER  4WD 

186868A  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$37,888
2019 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD 

186802A  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$41,888
1979 FORD BRONCO 4WD
28787  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$44,888
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Two sibling Air Force officers 
had what is likely to be a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity by re-
cently flying together in an F-16 
Fighting Falcon formation.

Capt. Kaleigh Moses, 56th Medical Oper-
ations Squadron nurse practitioner, saw the 
pinnacle of her medical treatment in action 
as she flew in the backseat of the F-16 during 
a familiarization flight, while her older 
brother Capt. Kyle Moses, 310th Fighter 
Squadron instructor pilot, flew alongside. 

Familiarization flights are used to en-
hance an airman’s understanding of a partic-
ular aircraft and the military member’s role 
and contribution to the Air Force mission.

“Working on the other side of the base, we 
don’t get to see a lot of what happens on the 
flightline side of base,” Kaleigh says. “It’s nice 

to see what you’re doing every day for the 
Air Force trickle down into the mission. I 
support the mission by supporting the peo-
ple who support the mission.” 

Kaleigh also explained seeing familiar 
faces while she visited work centers on the 
flightline motivated her because she doesn’t 
often get to see where her patients work and 
how they contribute to the mission like her.

Although this was Kaleigh’s first time fly-
ing in an F-16, her brother has flown com-
bat sorties around the world, often times 
going long periods of time without seeing 
family. In late 2018, Kyle ended up stationed 
at Luke, where his younger sister had al-
ready been serving within the 56th Medical 
Group. 

“I was stationed overseas and deployed 
over the past four years,” Kyle says. “We 

haven’t gotten to see each other a whole lot 
so being stationed at the same base is real-
ly great. Ever since I found out I was being 
stationed here, I knew I wanted to see her 
in a familiarization flight, so now that it has 
actually happened it’s really cool.” 

After their distinctive flights the two 
hugged, high-fived, and talked about the 
enjoyment of participating in the unique 
sortie.

“It was such a good time,” Kaleigh says. 
“Definitely something I won’t forget.”

Fulfilling its purpose, the sibling sortie not 
only gave the nurse practitioner the ride of 
a lifetime but also served to strengthen her 
esprit de corp. It bettered her understanding 
of the direct impact she has in training the 
world’s greatest fighter pilots and combat 
ready airmen.  

BY STAFF SGT. JENSEN STIDHAM
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

BROTHER AND SISTER FLY  
TOGETHER IN F-16 FORMATION

Soaring
Siblings

Capt. Kyle Moses, 310th Fighter Squadron instructor 
pilot, waits in the cockpit of an F-16D Fighting Falcon 
at Luke Air Force Base. Moses flew alongside his 
sister Capt. Kaleigh Moses, 56th Medical Operations 
Squadron nurse practitioner, who sat in the backseat 
of his wingman’s jet during a familiarization flight. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jensen Stidham)

Capt. Kaleigh Moses, 56th Medical 
Operations Squadron nurse practi-
tioner, smiles at her brother Capt. 
Kyle Moses, 310th Fighter Squadron 
instructor pilot, after a flight in an F-16D 
Fighting Falcon at Luke Air Force Base. 
Kaleigh flew alongside her sibling 
during a flight to help her understand 
how the contributions she makes as a 
nurse practitioner directly affects the 
pilots who teach and train the world’s 
greatest fighter pilots. (U.S. Air Force photo 
by Staff Sgt. Jensen Stidham)
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OVER 40 AIRCRAFT & DISPLAYS!

WWW.PLANESOFFAME.ORG

Douglas RB-26 Convair 240

Me-109G

Planes of Fame, Grand Canyon ~ (928) 635-1000
755 Mustang Way, Valle-Williams, AZ 86046  

(30 miles north of Williams on Hwy 64)

RARE Messerschmitt  
109G among vintage 
aircraft & displays!

Large collection 
of flyable WWII 
airplanes

Located between 
Williams & the 
south rim of the 
Grand Canyon!

Members: FREE! • Gen: $10.00
5-11 yrs: $5.00 • 4 yrs & under: FREE!

Open: 9am-5pm Daily
April 1st - Oct. 30th

Vis it  Us

Passion for the well-being of everyone in our 
community is at our core.

To learn more, please visit srpcares.com.

SRP CARES ABOUT THE

COMMUNITY

We can help you BUY, SELL & MANAGE 
your rental investments. One call, we do it all! 

My Rental
Superstore

Randee Brennan 
Realtor®/Property Manager

Cell: 623-695-4617  
Fax: 623-223-5580

Randee.brennan@gmail.com

www.RandeesRentals.com

DEER VALLEY GC -(623) 544 6016 
DESERT TRAILS GC -(623) 544 6017 

ECHO MESA GC -(623) 544 6014 
GRANDVIEW GC -(623) 544 6013 

PEBBLEBROOK GC -(623) 544 6010 
STARDUST GC -(623) 544 6012 

TRAILRIDGE GC -(623) 544 6015 

MORE INFO: WWW.SUNCITYWESTGOLF.COM

Play & Unwind
DESIGNED TO PERFECTION

FOR MORE INFO:

(623) 544 6013

Sun City West Golf 
7 Golf Courses 

7 Days in a Week
Coincidence? I think NOT!

2-4-1
TWO GOLFERS PLAY 

FOR THE PRICE OF ONE!
PLAY ANYTIME 

SATURDAY OR SUNDAY 
IN JULY OR AUGUST 

AFTER 9AM
(Based on public green fees, 
cart fee rates and sales tax .)
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I N  C LO S I N G

FIGHTER COUNTRY 
PARTNERSHIP 

Honorary 
Commanders Golf 

Classic
PHOTOS BY NICOLE NERI

Military members, citizens and veterans came 
together for the Fighter Country Partnership 
Honorary Commanders Golf Classic at The 

Wigwam in Litchfield Park on May 17. The golf tour-
nament is the primary funding mechanism for Fighter 
Country Partnership and its support for Luke Air Force 
Base. FCP was founded in 1997 and is the leading com-
munity support and advocacy group for the aid, opera-
tion and preservation of Luke Air Force Base.

Anthony Alejandro warms up on the 
driving range.

Golfers practice on the driving range.

Kirk McClure of the 310th Air 
Force fighter squadron loads up 
his golf cart.

Jason Puchak jokes with a group 
before the Fighter Country Partnership 
Honorary Commanders Golf Classic.

Ian Yonushonism, right, and John 
Knebel talk and joke before the 
fundraising tourney. 

Maj. Bobby Cheek of the Air Force practices putting.

A vintage Howitzer is fired to signal the start of the Fighter 
Country Partnership Honorary Commanders Golf Classic.

John Orsak, center, chats with 
fellow golfers. 

Golfers stand for the national an-
them to kick off the event. 

Kyle Leavitt, AZ Firearms gun-
smith, loads a vintage Howitzer 
with black powder before the 
Fighter Country Partnership Hon-
orary Commanders Golf Classic.
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JUST
2.8 LBS.

Portable Oxygen 
For The Way You 
Want to Live

Includes Everything 
You Need to Regain 
Your Freedom
At just 2.8* lbs, the Inogen One G4 is the 
ultralight portable oxygen concentrator 
you have been waiting for. The Inogen 
One G4 is approximately half the size 
of the Inogen One G3.
Meets FAA Requirements for Travel

REQUEST YOUR FREE INFO KIT TODAY!

*With a single battery. © 2019 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

CALL TODAY! 1-844-201-2758
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

ADVERTISE 
TODAY 
623-535-8439

*FREE SECOND OPINIONS
*EMERGENCY SERVICE
*ALL MAKES & MODELS

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

ROC#313262
“World Class Service - Hometown Feel”

**FREE QUOTES ON NEW EQUIPMENT**
“FINANCING AVAILABLE”

www.airNOWac.com
623-932-1674

REPAIR • SERVICE • UPGRADE

A+

...into this!

Turn this

TAKE 20% OFF YOUR WORKSHOP 
using coupon code: BBSURPRISE20

boardandbrush.com/surprise

AZ’S
BEST
ROOFING

Your leaks stop here!

New Roofs, Repairs, Coatings, Flat Roof,
Hot Mopping & Patching, 

& Total Rubber Roof Systems

623-522-9322

FREE ESTIMATES
& MONSOON SPECIALS
SAME DAY SERVICE

30 Years Experience
References Available

Licensed   Bonded   Insured   ROC 286561

Buckeye 
Plumbing

623-386-0710

• Water Treatment Specialists
• Residential & Commercial
• Water Heaters
• Slab Leaks

Licensed • Bonded • Insured ROC Lic #138051
www.1buckeyeplumbing.com

Sr & Military 
Discount

FREE Water Heater Flush
with Service call . Valley Wide Service

Veteran Owned

BIANKA’S CLEANING SERVICE

602-680-0421

15 Years Experience
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly

One Time Cleanup • Move In/ Move Out
20% Discount for Veterans 

& Their Families
Call Bianka Ruiz

References Available

MORE FOR 
YOUR THING.
FOR A LIMITED TIME, GET A 
$250 AT&T VISA® REWARD 
CARD* WHEN YOU BUY A 
SMARTPHONE ON AT&T NEXT!†

Req’s installment agmt & new line of svc on elig. postpaid voice plan (min. $45/mo. after discounts start w/in 2 bills). AT&T Door to 
Door and Local Service Providers only. *Limited-Time O�er. Req’s port-in. AT&T Door to Door and Local Service Providers on Claim 
w/in 75 days. $30 Activation, add’l fees, taxes & other charges, & restr’s apply. See below for details.

*$250 Reward Card O�er: Limited Time O�er. Smartphone: Buy any new smartphone on AT&T Next or AT&T Next Every Year installment 
agmt w/ elig. postpaid wireless voice & data svc (minimum $50/mo. afterAutoPay and Paperless billing discount. Pay $60/mo. until discount 
starts within 2 bills.). Upgrades excluded. If svc is cancelled, remaining installment agmt balance is due. Down payment may be req’d. Tax 
due at sale. Activation Fee: $30. Return: Return w/in 14 days. Restocking fee up to $45 may apply. Purchase, �nancing, other limits & restr’s 
apply. Visit att.com/next for plan details. Reward Card Redemption req’d.: Will be sent letter with redemption requirements. Redemption req’d 
w/in 75 days from noti�cation mail date. Reward Card(s) delivered within 3-4 weeks afterredemption to customers who maintain qualifying 
eligible service(s) for minimum of 30 days from activation date and through reward ful�llment. Card expires at month-end 6 months 
afterissuance. No cash access. For cardholder agreement, go to rewardcenter.att.com/myreward/agreementFSV.pdf. AT&T Reward Card 
issued by U.S. Bank National Association, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A., Inc. Limits: 1 Visa Reward Card per line of service. May not be 
combinable with certain other o�ers, discounts, or credits.
GEN. WIRELESS SVC: Subj. to Wireless Customer Agmt (att.com/wca). Credit approval required. Deposit: May apply. Limits: Purch. & line 
limits apply. Prices may vary by location. Taxes, fees, monthly, other charges, usage, speed, coverage & other restr’s apply per line. See 
att.com/additionalcharges for details on fees & charges. International and domestic o�-net data may be at 2G speeds. AT&T service is subject 
to AT&T network management policies. See att.com/broadbandinfo for details. Promotions, terms & restr’s subject to change & may be 
modi�ed or terminated at any time without notice. ©2019 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, and all other 
marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their 
respective owners

Call us, your AT&T Preferred Dealer.
IV SUPPORT HOLDINGS LLC

844-469-4540
www.250reward.com/after50



VacationStay
MOVE-IN READY HOMES WITH INCENTIVES

MOVE-IN READY  
HOMES WITH INCENTIVES

CachetAtTheWigwam.com 
623.385.0129

14200 W. Village Parkway,  
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340

Corner of Litchfield Road &  
Village Parkway

Square footage and dimensions are estimated and may vary in actual construction. Floor plans and elevations are artist’s conception and are 
not intended to show specifi c detailing. Floor plans are the property of Cachet Homes and its affi liates. For further information, please see Sales 
Associate. All sales are subject to buyers receipt and review of a Arizona Subdivision Public Report. *See Sales Associate for incentive information. 
Prices, features, floor plans, elevations and incentives subject to change without notice.

AMENITY AREA  
INCLUDING

• Single Family from $350s
• Townhomes from $340s
• Condos from $270s

• Heated Pool and Spa
• Exercise Room
• Outdoor Kitchen &  
   Entertainment area

• All with two-car garages

Purchase includes a Cachet Elite Social Membership to the Wigwam Resort*

Cachet
H O M E S

B U I L D I N G   R E L A T I O N S H I P S



$548
Sofa

We have the BEST SELECTION
and BEST PRICES

$298
QueenPanel Bed

• No Flip Design 
• Edge Support

• Quilted Pattern Top 
• Comfort Foam

Twin Mattress $245/Set $325
Full Mattress $295/Set $395
Queen Mattress $335/Set $445
King Mattress $475/Set $645

Twin Mattress $245/Set $325

Queen
Mattress

$335

Lone Tree 
Pillowtop Mattress
(LONE-50M)

Sofa with Accent Pillows $548 (B-2531S) • Loveseat $498 • Chair $398 • Dark Blue Paisley Accent Chair $328
Light Blue Paisley Accent Chair $298 • Cobalt Stripe Accent Chair $278 • Dark Blue Paisley Ottoman $198
8’ x 10’ Area Rug $239 (165-C2480-81) • Round Chairside Table $118 (7581-41) • End Table $168 (7581-47)
2-Piece Set 31” Table Lamp $99^ (109-PALMER) 

 Edge Support
• Quilted Pattern Top 

• Comfort Foam
Queen Mattress $335/Set $445
King Mattress $475/Set $645

AFW.com
While Supplies Last

$548$548$
Sofa

FINANCING AVAILABLE
® 

Cazenfeld Queen Panel Bed $298 (B227-QBED) • Includes Headboard 
Footboard and Rails (Mattress and comforter set not included) • King Panel Bed $398 
Dresser $278 • Mirror $98 • Chest $248 • Nightstand $128

GILBERT, AZ (480) 500-4121   
202 Santan Freeway & S. Power Rd.

4700 S. Power Rd., Gilbert, AZ 85296

GLENDALE, AZ (602) 422-8800
101 & Cardinals Way

5801 N. 99th Ave., Glendale, AZ 85305
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