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BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI

Brooke Christianson has been Fight-
er Country Partnership and Fight-
er Country Foundation’s campaign 
coordinator and fulfillment spe-

cialist for two years. 
Born in Mitchell, South Dakota, Chris-

tianson says she loves the people and the 
summers in her hometown, which houses 
the “World’s Only Corn Palace.” However, 
she was uneasy about the winters. 

After graduation, she attended Dakota 
Wesleyan University and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education and busi-
ness. After finishing college, she married her 
husband, Reggie, an Air Force maintenance 
officer and began her journey as an active 
military spouse. 

For the next 20 years, she volunteered 
with numerous base agencies, spouse or-
ganizations, squadrons and youth groups. 
After nine military moves, six states and 
three countries, he decided to retire from 
the Air Force and transition to somewhere 

they could call home. 
The Fighter Country Partnership and 

Fighter Country Foundation’s staff says 
Christianson was a logical choice when it 
needed to add to its force. With her back-
ground, it’s easy for her to support the or-
ganizations’ mission of providing support 
for men, women and families at Luke Air 
Force Base. 

Christianson enjoys being active in the 
capital campaign projects, which enhance 
the lives of the airmen on base. Her favorite 
project was the Flight Line Kitchen, which 
provides an air-conditioned facility for air-
men to wash, eat and relax during their 
work shifts. It gets them out of the soaring 
Arizona temperatures. 

“The project was close to my heart be-
cause I have worked hand in hand with 
many maintainers and I know their strug-
gles firsthand,” she says. 

The couple has four children—Dakotah, 
Hayes, Carter and Skylar—and a white box-
er named Shiner. They have several other 
family members who call Arizona home. 

“The Air Force has provided many great 
opportunities and experiences for my 
family,” Christianson says. “I am delighted 
to be a part of Fighter Country, where I 
can continue working with and support-
ing our military.”  

F I G H T E R  C O U N T RY  PA R T N E R S H I P

Brooke Christianson with her 
family, from left, Hayes, Skylar, 
Carter, Dakotah and Reggie. 
(Photo courtesy Brooke Christianson)

Fighter Country  
Employee Spotlight
Brooke Christianson brings years of experience to the charity

Brooke Christianson has worked for 
Fighter Country Partnership and Fighter 
Country Foundation for two years. (Photo 
courtesy Brooke Christianson)
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fees subject to change. *See website for Annual Percentage Yield (APY) and full offer details. www.cuwest.org/certificate Federally Insured by NCUA.
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Desert Diamond Casino salutes our troops, past and 
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N E W S

In wraparound sunglasses, a twisted goa-
tee and black leather vest, the burly Ber-
nie Kendall looks like a big, tough dude.

Until Robert “Tiny” Hogan rolls up.
Next to the hulking Hogan, tackle-size, 

shave-headed, flowing Viking beard, Kendall 
almost looks like a high school kid.

Recently, these two Harley-riding, 
vest-wearing members of the Veterans IV 
Veterans Motorcycle Association rallied up to 

Glendale—to hang out in a rose garden.
It’s a healing thing.
Candy Sheperd was there at Glendale’s Sa-

huaro Ranch Park, helping bring her vision to 
reality.

“Years ago, God put it on my heart that I 
need to start a healing garden for veterans,” 
Sheperd says.

Two decades ago, she and her husband Bill 
were founding members of the Rose Society of 
Glendale. They ran their healing garden idea 
up the flagpole with the Glendale Chamber of 
Commerce, Glendale Military and Veterans 
Affairs Committee, Glendale Parks and Recre-
ation and Mayor Jerry Weiers. Everyone loved 
the idea. 

So, Sheperd called Tyler Francis of Litchfield 
Park’s Francis Roses. The rose guru of the West 
Valley came through, big time.

“He brought a bus with a crew of 52 people 
in December,” Sheperd says. 

“They planted 1,587 roses in four hours.” 
The plants should be booming and bloom-

ing in the fall. But this is more than just an aes-
thetic boost for a Glendale park.

The team behind the garden invites veterans 
to come to the garden, especially at 9 every 
Saturday morning, when members of the as-

sociations will be on hand to guide newcomers 
and show them how to help prune, tidy and 
grow the garden.

Or leave them to enjoy the garden in soli-
tude, as the case may be.

“A healing garden is a place where veterans 
can come and meditate, be with other like vet-
erans,” Sheperd says. 

She notes that the suicide rate among veter-
ans with post-traumatic stress disorder is dis-
turbingly high. And many veterans have a hard 
time “fitting in” when they leave the service.

“I wanted a place where they could meet, 
have a structured thing to do,” Sheperd says. 
“They can come enjoy other veterans and 
have a mission.

Peace  
and  

Quiet

Bernie Kandall, a veteran of the 
U.S. Army and Air Force, works 
on the new healing rose garden. 
(Photos by Pablo Robles)

Glendale garden grows 
healing for veterans

BY TOM SCANLON

Julie Millis works on the rose garden at 
Sahuaro Ranch Park.

Jerry Richardson tries his hand at the 
rose garden.
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Brendon Gearty shows Jemison Gearty, 5, how to work with 
roses. (Photo by Pablo Robles)

16811 N. Litchfield Rd.  #100

623-214-2112
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10am-9pm

$6.99
QUESADILLA
Any Quesadillo.
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Must presaent coupon.
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 Exp. 11/30/19

$5 OFF
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SPENT
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Not valid with any other specials.
 Exp. 11/30/19
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N
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.

 GRAND OPENING!

CLANDESTINE
2017 & 2018 GOLD MEDAL WINNER
GREAT AMERICAN BEER FESTIVAL

2018 SILVER MEDAL WINNER 
WORLD BEER CUP

DRINK LOCAL.
EAT LOCAL.
AWARD-WINNING BEERS &
FANTASTIC FOOD ALL RIGHT
HERE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.

15651 W. ROOSEVELT ST.
GOODYEAR, AZ 85338
623-249-5520

HOURS:
SUN-THU 11A-10P / FRI & SAT 11A-11P

HAPPY HOUR / MON-FRI 3-6P

SADDLEMOUNTAINBREWING.COM

“Being outdoors and gardening is healing.”
Hogan groaned at that.
“I joined the Army to get off the farm,” he growls, but with a grin.
Seriously, though, he’s not into gardening.
“I don’t like plants,” he says. “And they don’t like me.”
So, what did he think when he heard about this healing rose gar-

den?
“I was thinking I have a lot of people that would benefit from a 

place like this, where’s it’s a safe place,” he says.
He’s living proof you don’t have to be a rose buff to get something 

out of this garden.
“If they want to talk, they can. It’s a place to go. We have a lot of peo-

ple that have a tough time leaving their houses,” says Hogan, a Desert 
Storm combat veteran who lives in Goodyear.

“There are days I don’t want to see nobody. Days I don’t like people.”
A few minutes later, Hogan had a rake in his hand and a smile on 

his face, as he helped prep the garden.
Kendall, a veteran of the Army and Air Force who lives in Peoria, 

was crouched with a clipping tool in his hand.
“Combat veterans very often suffer from PTSD,” Kendall says. 

“With this garden, they can learn about roses, learn how to deadhead 
them, learn how to prune.

“It takes their mind off things. They can relax.”
Unlike his buddy Hogan, Kendall knows his way around a garden.
“I’ve always loved roses,” Kendall says. 
Sheperd believes that is what makes this place unique.
“There are a number of healing gardens around the country, 

but this will be the first one where roses are the primary focus,” 
she says.

“Most of the other healing gardens are vegetable gardens or plants.”
Though he’s not into most gardens, Hogan sizes this one up and 

decided it was a good place to be.
“It’s kind of isolated,” he says. “It’s a comfortable place to come sit.
“It’s relaxing, to me.”
And he had an invitation for other veterans, who might struggle 

with the idea of being in a strange place around strangers:
“Just come and relax and watch.” 
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N E W S

When Vietnam veterans 
returned to the United 
States after the war, they 
did not receive a warm 

welcome. 
To remedy that, the Vietnam War 

Commemoration was founded. Autho-
rized by Congress, established under the 
secretary of defense, and launched by 
President Barack Obama in May 2012, 
the Vietnam War Commemoration rec-
ognizes all men and women who served 
on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forc-
es from November 1, 1955, to May 15, 
1975. About 9 million Americans served 
during that period, and the commemo-
ration makes no distinction between vet-
erans who served in-theater, in-country, 
or were stationed elsewhere during those 20 
years. All answered the call of duty.

The health and well-being company Hu-
mana is a commemorative partner of the 
program. To support and salute Vietnam 

veterans, Humana recently honored Viet-
nam-era veterans with a pinning ceremo-
ny at American Legion Earl E. Mitchell 
Post No. 29 in Glendale.

More than 50 people attended the event 
and about 30 Vietnam veterans were pre-
sented with Vietnam veteran lapel pins. 
Those who served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces between November 1, 1955, and 
May 15, 1975, regardless of location, were 
invited to be pinned.

The event was emceed by Steve Sted-
man, Humana’s Arizona Medicare sales 
director. Speakers at the event included 
Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers and Mar-
icopa County North Valley Justice of the 
Peace Gerald A. Williams.

The Humana-sponsored ceremony 

Vietnam War-era veterans received the 
Vietnam veterans lapel pin as part of the 
Vietnam War Commemoration Pinning 
Ceremony hosted by Humana and 
American Legion Earl E. Mitchell Post 
No. 29. Those who served in the U.S. 
Armed Forces between November 1, 
1955, and May 15, 1975, regardless of 
location, are eligible to receive the pin. 
(Photo courtesy Humana)

SEE PINNING PAGE 12

Welcome Home
Humana hosts Vietnam veterans pinning ceremony 

BY MARINA RENNEKE

Maricopa County North Valley Justice of the 
Peace Gerald A. Williams, who also spoke at 
the ceremony, pins American Legion State 
Commander Ken Queen during the Vietnam War 
Commemoration Pinning Ceremony hosted by 
Humana and American Legion Earl E. Mitchell 
Post No. 29. (Photo courtesy Humana)
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Your West Valley Spiritual and Holistic Wellness Center

◆ Psychics ◆ Medium ◆ Aura Photos ◆ Retail Shop
◆ Reiki and Holistic Wellness Practitioners

◆ Metaphysical and Spiritual Classes and Events
◆ Coffee and Conversation Fridays 10am

Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10am-4pm
Other hours by appointment. Readers available every day.

623-583-1330 12630 N. 103rd Ave., Suite 244 • Sun City, AZ 85351

For our calendar of events, please go to our website:  www.ThePlaceOfSpiritualWisdom.com

If you think you are psychic, we can help you 
explore your abilities. 

Psychic Development classes are now forming.

Holiday
Sale

623-972-6130

9885 West Bell Road
Campana Square

F AM I L Y OWN E D

AND O P E R A T E D

S e r v i n g A r i z o n a s i n c e 1 9 6 8

V I S I T U S O N L I N E A T S E T T E R B E R G S . C O M

25%OFF

ALL NEW AND ESTATE
JEWELRY

*Some exclusions apply . See store for details*

Expires December 25, 2019
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N E W S

served as a “welcome home,” publicly ac-
knowledging the military service and sacri-
fices made by these veterans and their fami-
lies during the Vietnam War. 

To reach the large numbers of Vietnam 
veterans, the Vietnam War Commemora-
tion has enlisted the assistance of thousands 
of Commemorative Partner organizations at 
the local, state and national levels to conduct 
pinning events and activities. 

As a Commemorative Partner, Humana 
has been hosting pinning ceremonies across 
the country. Humana has a longstanding re-
lationship with the military and is commit-
ted to the well-being of all veterans. 

Humana is a longtime partner of the De-
partment of Defense’s TRICARE program, 
as it administers health benefits for close 
to 6 million active duty military and retir-
ees as well as their families across 32 states. 
Through its Veterans Hiring Initiative, Hu-
mana has hired more than 4,400 veterans or 
spouses of veterans since 2011.

For more information, visit vietnam-
war50th.com. 

Goodyear Gold Buying

If you’re not using it, wearing it, and the kids don’t want 
it, bring it to Don Lehman at Goodyear Gold Buying for on the spot cash.  
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SHOP. COMPARE. COME TO US LAST!

Goodyear Gold Buying is tucked away in the Estrella Professional Center at  
15655 W. Roosevelt St., Suite 225, across Roosevelt St. from Walmart and  
behind Saddle Mountain Brewery. If you can’t find it, call 480-399-4919

Hours Mon - Fri. 10am - 5pm  •  Saturday by appointment

We Buy:
• All Gold & Silver Jewelry
• Sterling Silver Flatware
• Tea & Coffee Sets
• Candle Sticks, Trays
• Gold/Silver Coins
• Fine Watches

$25AN
ADDITIONAL

When you sell $250 or more. Not good for coins or bullion. Limit one coupon per 
customer. Offers cannot be combined. Coupon must be presented at time of sale. 

Expires December 31, 2019

Bring this ad with you and receive
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2013 FORD C-MAX ENERGI 
195501A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,888 
2017 HYUNDAI ELANTRA SE 
29324 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $13,888 
2011 FORD F150 XLT 
194634A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12,888 
2014 FORD FLEX  SEL 
193736A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,888 
2017 CHEVROLET CRUZE LT 
29267A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,888 
2014 BUICK ENCORE PREM 
195340E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,888 
2015 SUBARU IMPREZA PREM 
194309B   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12888 
2015 FORD TAURUS  SE 
190114A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12,888 

2014 FORD ESCAPE SE 
195600A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $13,888 
2017 HYUNDAI ELANTRA VALUE 
29323 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,888 
2012 BUICK LACROSSE PREM 
29174A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,888 
2012 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4X2 
29274A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,888
2016 HYUNDAI TUCSON SE 
195291A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,888 
2014 KIA OPTIMA 4DR EX 
194834B   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,888 
2017 FORD ESCAPE SE 
193124A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,888 
2017 VW JETTA SE 4DR 
193617A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,888 
2012 MB E-CLASS E 350 4DR 
195340C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,888
2013 MB E-CLASS 350 CONV 
195491A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,888
2016 FORD TRANSIT CARGO 
194225C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $17,888 
2015 DODGE RAM EXPRESS
193877A   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,888
2017 GOLF GTI 5DR 
194246A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $18,888

Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers address-
es the audience during the Vietnam 
War Commemoration Pinning Ceremo-
ny hosted by Humana and American 
Legion Earl E. Mitchell Post No. 29.  
(Photo courtesy Humana)

Maricopa County North Valley Justice of 
the Peace Gerald A. Williams addresses 
the audience during the Vietnam War 
Commemoration Pinning Ceremony host-
ed by Humana and American Legion Earl 
E. Mitchell Post No. 29. (Photo courtesy Humana)

PINNING FROM PAGE 10
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Let’s build a connection

The prices of our homes, included features, plans, specifications, promotions/incentives, neighborhood build-out and 
available locations are subject to change without notice. No information or material herein is to be construed to be an offer 
or solicitation for sale. A Broker/Agent must register their client in person on client’s first visit at each community for a Broker/
Agent to receive a commission or referral fee, if available. Any photographs or renderings used herein reflect artists’ 
conceptions and are for illustrative purposes only. Community maps, illustrations, plans and/or amenities reflect our current 
vision and are subject to change without notice. Maps not to scale. Photographs or renderings of people do not depict or 
indicate any preference regarding race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, disability, familial status, or national origin. 
Marketing promotions/incentives, if any, are subject to conditions or restrictions and are subject to change without notice. 
Final Subdivision Disclosure Report (Public Report) is available at the AZ Real Estate Department’s website. Our name and 
the logos contained herein are registered trademarks of TRI Pointe Group, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries. ROC No. 172120. AZ 
Broker, Maracay Realty, LLC (AZ DRE# LC538443000) © 2019 Maracay Homes, LLC, a member of the TRI 
Pointe Group. All rights reserved.

Open daily from 10 am to 6 pm, Fridays from 1 pm to 6 pm
For Additional Details, Please Call 480.448.1219    MaracayHomes.com

Rio Paseo
Goodyear’s Hottest Address
Single Family Homes & Condominiums 
From the High $100,000’s

Villages & Cottages at Rio Paseo, N.W. of Bullard & Encanto, Goodyear

Sound of Freedom-3.75x4.75-050319.indd   1 8/26/19   12:27 PM

★ Rebuilt Transmissions 

★ Transmission Services 

★ Automotive Repair 

★ Financing Available

14075 W Grand Ave., Surprise, AZ 85374
Located behind Trader Joe’s

623-584-4955   •   onthegoaz.com
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pm • Sunday by Appointment

FREE TOWING
with major repair

WE HONOR 
MOST EXTENDED 

WARRANTIES

3 YEAR/36,000 
MILE WARRANTY 

AVAILABLE

FREE
External Diagnostics 

& Estimates
With this coupon. Not valid with other 

off ers or prior services. Exp. 12/31/19

623-584-4955

5%
Military Discount

Active Duty Discount
With this coupon. Not valid with other 

off ers or prior services. Exp. 12/31/19

623-584-4955
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$3 Off
your order

dreamswirls.com
(623) 536-2191

15557 W Roosevelt St.Suite 102 Goodyear, AZ 85338
Sun - Th ur: 11 am - 9 pm  •  Fri - Sat:  11 am - 10 pm

The City of Peoria is a champion of Luke Air Force Base and works hard to  
protect the Base to ensure their mission’s viability for years to come.

On behalf of the Mayor and Council, City management 
and staff, we want to say “THANK YOU” for your service  

and dedication to our country.
City of Peoria

U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO

Arizona senior Sen. Kyrsten Sinema visited Luke Air Force 
Base, where she met with Brig. Gen. Todd Canterbury, 
commander of the 56th Fighter Wing. They toured the 
base and discussed how to improve the health and wel-

fare of the airmen stationed at Luke.
“Luke Air Force Base plays a critical role in keeping American 

families safe and secure, and I’m committed to protecting resourc-
es for the airmen at Luke and for servicemembers across Arizona,” 
Sinema says. 

This year, Sinema secured $5.3 billion for 60 F-35 aircraft at Luke 
Air Force Base in the annual defense budget, a $1 billion increase 
from the administration’s request. Sinema also ensured that this 
year’s defense appropriations bill prioritizes funding for replacing 

the end-of-runway turnaround at the Gila Bend Air Force Auxiliary 
Field. Sinema is committed to protecting military resources by op-
posing cuts to military funds approved by Congress.

Earlier this year, Canterbury joined Sinema as her guest at the 
Congressional address by the secretary general of NATO, Jens 
Stoltenberg. 

Sen. Kyrsten Sinema tours Luke AFB  
and receives briefing from Canterbury

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI

Arizona senior Sen. Kyrsten Sinema receives a briefing from 
Luke Air Force Base officials at Luke Air Force Base. (Photo courtesy 
Sen. Kyrsten Sinema)

Special  
Visitor
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Our Prices Can’t Be Beat!
Drive-Thru/Take-Out Our Specialty

Pete’s Has 

Been Serving Deep 

Fried Goodness For 

Over 72 Years!

Family Owned & Operated Since 1947

$2.20
Value

Need a menu? 
Visit us at petesfishandchips.com

GLENDALE
NWC of 55th Dr. & Glendale

5516 W. Glendale Ave.
M-Sat. 10am-10:30pm, Closed Sun.

– No Phone Orders –

TOLLESON
SWC of 91st Ave. & Van Buren

9309 W. Van Buren
M-Sat. 10am-10:30pm, Closed Sun.

– No Phone Orders –

20% OFF
Any Order 
Over $9.00

Expires 12/31/19. With coupon only. Present coupon at 
time of purchase. May not be combined with any other 
offer. One coupon per person. Valid at all 8 locations.

No cash value. Coupon cannot be reproduced.

Deep Fried Burrito
FREE

With Any Order 
Over $9.00

Expires 12/31/19. With coupon only. Present coupon at 
time of purchase. May not be combined with any other offer. 

One coupon per person. Valid at all 8 locations.
No cash value. Coupon cannot be reproduced.

Your leaks stop here!

New Roofs, Repairs, Coatings, Flat Roof,
Hot Mopping & Patching

& Total Rubber Roof Systems

623-522-9322

FREE ESTIMATES
& MONSOON SPECIALS
SAME DAY SERVICE

30 Years Experience
References Available

Licensed   Bonded   Insured   ROC 286561

Senior & Military Discounts
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Initiative 
Launches
Acronis SCS unveils  
veterans training program

BY WAYNE SCHUTSKY

From Baltimore to Atlanta to the 
Flagstaff Unified School District, 
local governments and school dis-
tricts of all sizes across the country 

are falling victim to cyberattacks at an un-
precedented rate.

That is one reason Scottsdale-based Ac-
ronis SCS, a cybersecurity firm that serves 
the public sector, launched SCSVets, an ini-
tiative to give veterans the skills and certi-
fications needed to obtain employment in 
the cybersecurity space.

“In launching this initiative, we’re doing 
our part to narrow the cyber workforce 
shortage while providing American veter-
ans and their spouses with the skills they 
need to succeed in this demanding field,” 
Acronis SCS CEO John Zanni says.

Through its SCSVets Initiative, the com-
pany has committed to providing 300 vet-
erans, active-duty military personnel and 
their spouses with the skills and certifica-
tions needed to begin a career in cyberse-
curity.

The program is part of the larger Arizona 
Roadmap to Veteran Employment program 
launched by the state in 2015.

Acronis SCS, which opened up shop one 
year ago, launched the initiative at its new 
headquarters in Scottsdale on October 8 
with a standing-room-only crowd of Ari-
zona business leaders and public officials 
on hand, including Sen. Martha McSally 
and Rep. Greg Stanton.

Scottsdale Mayor Jim Lane and Council-
women Virginia Korte and Suzanne Klapp 
also attended the event.

The company also marked the occasion 
by holding an art competition showcasing 
work by local veterans, which will remain 
on display in the company’s headquarters.

John Fontana, a Navy veteran and 2017 
inductee into the Arizona Veterans Hall of 

Fame Society, won the $3,000 first-place 
prize for his painting “Always a Patriot.”

SCSVets
The new SCSVets initiative will help in-

ject much-needed talent into a cybersecuri-
ty workforce that is woefully understaffed.

McSally says there is a “growing threat in 
the cybersecurity space, not just from or-
ganized crime, but from sophisticated state 
actors, state-sponsored actors. They see 
this as another domain that they can dis-
rupt our way of life.”

Stanton echoes those comments, saying 
the need for more trained professionals in 

the industry is urgent.
“This is not hypothetical—major Ameri-

can cities have been held by ransomware…
and so this deficit in talent that we have 
in this particular field, cybersecurity, our 
country needs to catch up and we need to 
catch up fast,” Stanton says.

According to Cyberseek, a project from 
the National Initiative for Cybersecurity 
Education, there were over 313,000 unfilled 
cybersecurity positions in the United States 
between 2017 and 2018.

In Arizona alone, over 7,000 cybersecu-

SEE ACRONIS PAGE 18

Navy veteran John Fontana won the $3,000 first-place prize for his painting “Always a 
Patriot” at the veteran art competition held by cybersecurity firm Acronis SCS during 
the launch of its SCSVets Initiative. (Photos by Kimberly Carrillo)
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REALTOR®, MRP

Sally Foree
480-313-3718
homesbysally4e@gmail.com

13166 W. McDowell Rd.
Goodyear, Arizona 8535

Referral of your friends & family is 
the greatest compliment....

Thank you for your trust!

Sally Foree
Proudly serving our heroic military and their families.

VALLEYLIFE
VALLEYLIFE is a non-profit organization that 
provides programs and services to men, women, 
and children with developmental disabilities.

Full Time and Part Time 
Caregivers Needed!

We are currently looking for caregivers throughout 
the Phoenix metro area including Glendale, Peoria, 
Phoenix and Scottsdale. 

Applicants must pass a background check and 
drug test. Reliable transportation is required.   

Please apply at  www.valleylifeaz.org

VALLEYLIFE is a non-profit organization that provides 
programs and services to men, women, and children 
with developmental disabilities.

Full Time and Part Time 
Caregivers Needed!

We are currently looking for caregivers throughout the 
Phoenix metro area including Glendale, Peoria, Phoenix 
and Scottsdale.

Applicants must pass a 
background check and drug test. 

Reliable transportation is required.

Please apply at  www.valleylifeaz.org

Make it happen at Glendale
Enroll for Spring Semester - affordable 
tuition and flexible class times

Register today for Spring and Fall
enroll-gcc.com    623.845.3333

The Maricopa Community College District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability or age in its programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach 
the appointed coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators 
within the Maricopa College system, visit: www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

CHRISTMAS 

IN THE PARK

D E C E M B E R  1 4

9 A M  T O  5 P M

F r e e  H o l i d a y  C e l e b r a t i o n  
i n  H i s t o r i c  L i t c h f i e l d  P a r k  a l o n g

W i g w a m  B l v d .  &  O l d  L i t c h f i e l d  R d .

H o m e t o w n  P a r a d e  a t  1 0 a m
C h i l d r e n ' s  T r a i n ,  P o n i e s  &  S n o w

P i c t u r e s  w i t h  S a n t a
O v e r  6 0  A r t s  &  C r a f t s  V e n d o r s

T h e  C i t y  o f  L i t c h f i e l d  P a r k
p r o u d l y  s u p p o r t s

L u k e  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e

623-935-9040    litchfield-park.org623-935-9040    litchfield-park.org
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rity positions were open during that time 
period, the bulk of which were located 
within the Valley.

Zanni says this shortage comes at a crit-
ical time as local governments across the 
country are facing imminent threats and 
are not prepared to protect their infra-
structure.

“The other concern frankly is a lack of 
urgency in the public sector around this 
problem of cyber attacks…For some rea-
son, they all think they’re immune or 
they’re too embarrassed to talk about being 
attacked,” Zanni says.

The reason for lack of action on the 
part of local governments can often be 
due to lack of funding and understaffed 
IT departments—a function of the over-
all worker shortage in the industry, Zanni 
explains. 

The initiative is an attempt to meet that 
shortage problem and match veterans with 
high-quality jobs. Too often, he argues, 
veterans returning to the workforce are 
matched with positions that do not take 
advantage of their skills.

“There is a disconnect between the skills 
they’ve developed and the positions they, 
on the onset, really qualify for,” he says.

The current veteran unemployment rate 
of 3.2% in the United States is actually 
below the national unemployment rate of 
3.7%, but Zanni says there is still an issue 
of veteran underemployment.

The SCSVets Initiative will also provide 
training for military spouses. 

Active-duty military spouses had an un-
employment rate of 24% in 2017, according 
to a report from the Department of Defense.

Zanni says cybersecurity jobs can often 
be performed from any location, making 
them ideal positions for military spouses 
who move often.

McSally says veterans are uniquely suited 
to enter the field of cybersecurity, because 
of the “nexus” between cybersecurity and 
national security.

“I think that mission focus that our vet-
erans have to understand that they have 
to build skills (and) they’ve got to be in 
front of their opponent or the enemy and 
they have to be innovative and flexible to 
address this kind of a fluid battle space,” 
McSally says.

McSally, an Air Force veteran, applauded 
Acronis SCS for its new initiative.

“This is a good challenge to have, be-
cause it will provide more opportunities to 
lift people out of poverty and provide for 
their families and actually have a good ca-
reer that’s doing something meaningful,” 
McSally says.

Training
Zanni says the program’s initial commit-

ment is to provide training and certifica-
tion for 300 veterans, active-duty military 
members and spouses at a cost of $15,000 
per student.

The initiative is partnering with New 
Horizons Computer Learning Centers to 
provide training and nationally recognized 
certification for students in the program.

“Certification has to be nationwide and 
recognized, otherwise it doesn’t serve any 
purpose,” Zanni says.

The program will rely on the use of mili-
tary-related benefits, such as those provid-

ed under the GI Bill.
Acronis SCS is also partnering with the 

nonprofit Arizona Coalition for Military 
Families to secure donations to offset costs 
not covered by those benefits.

The initiative is partnering with the Vet-
erans Transition Mission to connect with 
veterans interested in the program.

Zanni says he has already secured funding 
for the first 100 students and that he is confi-
dent that the organization will raise enough 
money to meet its 300-student commitment 
and eventually train more veterans.

“I’ll make the 300 happen; let’s be very 
clear…I have no doubt about the funding 
and the response has been overwhelm-
ing,” Zanni says. “We just need to make 
sure people feel comfortable in the pro-
gram so that their money is being put to 
good use.”

The 12-week program will include day- 
and night-class options.

The program will begin in January and the 
first class will graduate in April, Zanni says. 

Scottsdale Mayor Jim Lane was in attendance at 
Acronis SCS’ SCSVets initiative launch event.

Lucy Wong, a U.S. Navy veteran who participated 
in the veterans art competition at the SCSVets 
event, pictured with her quilt titled “Old Glory.”

Sen. Martha McSally says there is a 
“growing threat” in cybersecurity.

Rep. Doug Stanton, D-9, speaks to the 
crowd at the launch of Acronis SCS’ 
SCSVets initiative.

ACRONIS FROM PAGE 16



5,000 YEARS OF CIVILIZATION REBORN

A journey
through 5,000 years
SHEN YUN presents an epic production that 
expands the theatrical experience across time 
and space. We invite you on an inspiring journey 
into one of humanity's greatest treasures—five 
millennia of Chinese civilization.

Featuring one of the world’s oldest art forms—
classical Chinese dance—along with patented 
interactive backdrops and all-original orchestral 
compositions, Shen Yun brings to life ancient 
China’s enchanting beauty and profound wisdom.

“It is breathtaking! I am walking away
  deeply inspired and profoundly moved!”
  —Rita Cosby, Emmy Award-winning journalist 

“The energy, the precision, the beauty...
   I’m just overwhelmed. It’s so beautiful!”
    —John Anthony, retired judge

I’ve reviewed about 4,000 shows. 
None can compare to what I saw tonight.”
—Richard Connema, theater critic

““

Get the best seats & waive fees by NOV. 30, 2019  Use Code: EARLY20

FEB 22–23
Tucson Music Hall 

MAR 3–8
Phoenix Orpheum Theatre  

MAR 12–15
Mesa Arts Center

ShenYun.com/AZ
800.880.0188
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Kitty Woodward had chills the first 
time she saw the Wreaths Across 
America ceremony.

It was so moving she had to be 
involved. A member of the Paradise Valley 
National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Woodward is the co-chairwoman 
of the Wreaths Across America campaign. 

“It’s a project in which Christmas wreaths 
are placed on gravesites of veterans in honor of 
their service so they will be remembered,” she 
says. “It’s also to teach children the importance 
of freedom.”

Locally, the program is scheduled for 10 a.m. 
Saturday, December 14, at the National Memo-
rial Ceremony of Arizona, 23029 Cave Creek 
Road, Phoenix. The cemetery has approximat-
ed 65,000 graves and each year more wreaths 
are placed as veterans are remembered for 
their service to our country, Woodward says.

First, DAR must recruit sponsors for the 
wreaths. The sponsorships are $15 by emailing 
Woodward at kitfit2000@aol.com or by visit-
ing wreathsacrossamerica.org. The deadline 
for orders is November 24. 

The goal of the local program is to lay 
wreaths on every veteran grave at the Na-
tional Cemetery in North Phoenix.  Many 
Phoenix residents may have relatives buried 
there who would love to know how to have a 
wreath placed.

Woodward sees the wreath celebration as 
a way to remember fallen veterans, honor 
those who serve, and teach children the value 
of freedom.

“Last year our chapter alone laid more than 
400 wreaths on the graves of veterans in the 

National Cemetery in North Phoenix,” Wood-
ward says.

The Wreaths Across America was found-
ed by the Worcester family in Harrington, 
Maine. As a 12-year-old paperboy for the 
Bangor Daily News, Morrill Worcester won a 
trip to Washington, D.C., and Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. 

He was moved by the trip. So in 1992, when 
his Worcester Wreath Company found itself 
with a surplus of wreaths, he and Maine Sen. 
Olympia Snowe arranged for the wreaths to be 
laid at graves in the older section of Arlington 
National Cemetery.

The tribute continued quietly until 2005 
when photos went viral. Wreaths Across 
America was formed and in 2018 its nation-
al network for volunteers laid more than 1.8 
million memorial wreaths at 1,440 locations 
worldwide. It was accomplished with the help 
of more than 3,270 fundraising groups. 

“We want to have as many wreaths as possi-
ble,” Woodward says. “Last year we laid 5,800 

wreaths. Our goal is to have 12,000 wreaths in 
the National Cemetery.”

The wreaths are $15, if they are purchased 
from Paradise Valley National Society Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution—$10 goes 
toward the wreath with the remaining $5 ear-
marked for the organization’s Packages from 
Home campaign. Woodward says wreaths can 
be placed on specific graves. 

At the ceremony, the Paradise Valley Na-
tional Society Daughters of the American Rev-
olution encourages children to attend. 

“We get as many children as we can to these 
events,” Woodward says. “All the branches of 
the military are represented there. 

“We always have at least one children’s 
group involved—the Girl Scouts, the Boy 
Scouts, groups like that. They sing and read 
poems. I think we had 3,000 people last year. 
The children learn how important it is. These 
men and women died for our country. We 
want them to understand these veterans are 
never forgotten.”  

The Paradise Valley DAR 
embeds with Wreaths 
Across America

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI

Never  
Forgotten

Paradise Valley National Society Daughters of the American Revolution members Kitty 
Woodward, left, and Mary Rank encourage the public to buy wreaths from Wreaths 
Across America. The wreaths are laid locally during a ceremony at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
December 14, at the National Memorial Ceremony of Arizona in Phoenix to remember 
veterans. (Photo by Pablo Robles)
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13525 N. Litchfield Road • Surprise, AZ 85379 • 623-975-PLAY (7529) • UptownAlleySurprise.com

Must present valid ID or proof of service. Excluding alcohol and sales tax. Not valid with any other promotional offer, coupon, 
discount or special. Subject to availability. Pricing subject to change. Other restrictions may apply.  Surprise, AZ location only.

MILITARY APPRECIATION 15% OFF EVERY DAY! BOWLING, LASER TAG, GAMING, FOOD & SOFT BEVERAGES!

Military Mondays* – Every Monday!
$2 SHOE RENTALS

$3 LASER TAG $2 DOMESTIC PINTS

$2 BOWLING

Acoustic Music on the patio 
4:30pm every Friday

Not valid on discounted items or promotions.

ALL DAY TUESDAY
• Game of Bowling
• Shoe Rental
• Domestic Pint 
•2 Street Tacos

$3
each

10685 PAPAGO FWY, AVONDALE, AZ 85323
BUY 4 OIL CHANGES | GET THE 5TH ON US.

SCHEDULING  
623-298-1200 or RodeoKia.com

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

Complimentary multi-point
inspection,  wash & vacuum.

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit 1/per person. Not valid 
on prior purchases. Other Restrictions may apply. Void where prohibited
Standard Oil. Not valid with any other offers, only at Rodeo Kia. Expires 
EXP 12/31/19. Active Military and their families

$2995

(I-10 & 99th Ave. in the
Avondale Automall)

FRONT OR REAR BRAKE 
PAD REPLACEMENT

INCL:

INCL:

Complete FRONT or REAR brake 
pad replacement
Price Plus tax and hazardous waste fee. Please present coupon at time of 
write-up. May not be combined with any other offer or special. Coupon 
not valid on previous charges. See service advisor for details. Valid only at 
Rodeo Kia. Not valid with any other offers. EXP 12/31/19

Up to $100 Off Accessories. Prior to
purchase.  Expires 12/31/19.

$ $25OFF 95
4-WHL ALIGNMENT

Prevent premature tire wear while
maintaining, handling, performance
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit 1/per person. Not valid 
on prior purchases. Other Restrictions may apply. Void where prohibited
Not valid with any other offers. EXP 12/31/19. valid only at Rodeo Kia.

79

TRANSMISSION
FLUID EXCHANGE

INCL:
Removes dirt, grit and abrasives
that can damage your transmission
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit 1/per person. Not valid 
on prior purchases. Other Restrictions may apply. Shop supplies and
hazardous waste disposal fees extra. Not valid with any other offers. 
EXP 12/31/19 Valid only at Rodeo Kia.

$16995

RODEO KIA

 10% OFF ACCESSORIES“NO
BULL”
SINCE

1951

Passion for the well-being of everyone in our 
community is at our core.

To learn more, please visit srpcares.com.

SRP CARES ABOUT THE

COMMUNITY
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Arizona Coyotes  
support the military  
on and off the ice

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI

Ahron Cohen looks up at the 
scoreboard at an empty Gila 
River Arena and back down at 
Howler, the Arizona Coyotes’ 

mascot. The two are ready to walk out on 
the ice, freshly smoothed by a Zamboni, 
for a photo shoot. 

It was October 1 and that could only 
mean one thing: Hockey season was 

about to start. But while the ‘Yotes have 
a limited schedule, there’s something that 
Cohen—the team’s president and chief 
executive officer—and his team do year-
round: support veterans.

The Coyotes’ mission goes beyond the 
very visible Seats for Soldiers, a Dickey’s 
Barbecue Pit-sponsored program that 
honors service members during each 
home game. The Coyotes also regularly 
provide free or discounted tickets to vet-
erans, soldiers and first responders. 

“First and foremost, giving back and 
supporting and impacting this communi-
ty is one of our core pillars,” says Cohen, 
in his newly remodeled conference room. 

“Giving back to veterans and the armed 

services is just so important because we’re 
so thankful for everything they do for 
our community and keeping all of us, as 
Americans, safe.”

Two years ago, the Coyotes built an 
outdoor DEK hockey rink, next to the 
fitness center and pool grounds, at Luke 
Air Force Base. The project, which cost 
$200,000, was unveiled in April 2017.

“The impetus for that was people are 
coming from all over the country and the 
world to Luke Air Force Base,” he says. 
“Maybe they miss playing hockey and 
there’s not a rink close by. We wanted to 
create a good opportunity for them and 
their families to be physically active and 
be able to play hockey. I know they have a 

Salute to Soldiers

Arizona Coyotes President 
and CEO Ahron Cohen and 
mascot Howler sit rinkside 
at Gila River Arena. (Photo by 
Pablo Robles)
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lot of fun out there.”
Cohen has personal reasons for sup-

porting the military: his grandfather, 1st 
Lt. Robert Greene, who served in the U.S. 
Army in World War II and the Korean War. 

“One of my favorite memories was when 
they retired down in San Antonio,” Cohen 
says. “I went down there and went through 
his military gear and I saw different pic-
tures of equipment. I really grew up with a 
tremendous respect and reverence for the 
military and all the people who serve.”

A Minnesota native, Cohen was in high 
school when 9/11 happened. As a stu-
dent at Bowdoin College, he saw his foot-
ball teammates head to officer candidate 
school. After Bowdoin, he graduated from 
ASU’s Sandra Day O’Connor Law School. 
He long admired Pat Tillman.

Last fiscal year, the Coyotes put $3.4 
million back into the community. Cohen 
is proud of that contribution, but in ad-
dition to that, his staff performed 2,000 
hours of community service—many of 
which were spent with veterans. They’ve 
also assembled packages to be sent to sol-
diers overseas. 

Cohen recently initiated a mandate for 
all Coyotes employees to volunteer at least 

15 hours of community service.
“Last year, we went off campus and on 

Veterans Day we volunteered at the Veter-
ans Day Parade downtown and at a couple 
of other Veterans Day activities,” Cohen 
says. 

“We have a lot of young people within 
our organization, and I see it as a really 
good opportunity to show them what ser-
vice is all about and to be really thankful 
to those who kept us safe and continue to 
keep us safe.”

The volunteerism goes beyond his staff. 
Team captain Oliver Ekman-Larsson leads 
the charge with players who volunteer. 

“We’re very fortunate because we have 
some great people on our team,” Cohen 
says. 

“They’re not just great hockey players. 
I’ve never once heard them complain 
about any community engagement. In 
fact, they’re the ones who are encourag-
ing that and asking for more of it. It just 
shows you the power of sports.”  

SPECIAL EVENTS
This Veterans Day and beyond, the 

Arizona Coyotes are continuing their 
mission. 

Dickey’s also supports the military rush, 
when all active and veteran military per-
sonnel with identification can purchase 
up to two select upper-level tickets for 
$15 each or two lower-level tickets for 
$30 each for Sunday to Thursday games, 
except November 21, December 12 and 
January 12. The same offer is available 
for Military Appreciation Night, presented 
by USAA, on Saturday, November 9.

All season, Fighter Country Part-
nership receives a $50 donation from 
Mountain America Credit Union for each 
goal the Coyotes score.

For information about Arizona Coyotes 
promotions, visit nhl.com/coyotes. 

Salute to Soldiers

The Arizona Coyotes—of which Ahron 
Cohen, pictured, is president and 
CEO—supports veterans in various 
ways. (Photo by Pablo Robles)
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Mission success depends on 
a smooth transition from 
every required task from 
building bombs to maintain-

ing the jets to flying them. For a strike mis-
sion, the whole process starts with building 
the munitions.

“There’s a lot of prep work that goes into 
building a munition,” says Staff Sgt. Noah 
Dankocsik, 56th Equipment Maintenance 
Squadron conventional maintenance crew 
chief. “It requires reading through multi-
ple steps in our technical data to proper-
ly putting it together. To build munitions, 
you have to put on tails and noses, and you 
have the bomb body itself to prepare.”

Once munitions are built, they are put 
on a trailer and the Airmen from the line 
delivery section pull the trailers of bombs 
to the flight line to transfer to the weapons 

load crews. Weapons then 
take those bombs and load 
them onto the jets, Dankoc-
sik says.

In addition to having the 
weapons loaded, F-35s are 
inspected and prepped for 
flight.

“Our crew chiefs perform 
‘before operation servicing’ 
(BOS) inspections to en-
sure aircraft are serviced and 
ready for flight,” says Master 
Sgt. Micheal Whitehead, 63rd 
Aircraft Maintenance Unit (AMU) F-35 
lead production superintendent. “Crew 
chiefs, avionics, weapons, autonomic lo-
gistics information system expediters will 

Ammo, Maintenance 
and Pilots Many airmen contribute to an 

F-35A Lightning II strike mission

Senior Airman Tyler Salter, 
56th Equipment Mainte-
nance Squadron conven-
tional maintenance crew 
chief, inspects a GBU-12, 
an aerial laser-guided 
munition at Luke Air Force 
Base. The 56th EMS 
assembled over 24 inert 
GBU-12s as part of the 
“Panther Beast” competi-
tion, where F-35A Lighting 
II pilots faced off to test 
their accuracy in dropping 
munitions. (U.S. Air Force photo 
by Airman 1st Class Jacob Wongwai)

SEE AMMO PAGE 26

Three F-35A Lighting IIs, assigned to the 63rd 
Fighter Squadron at Luke Air Force Base, fly 
in formation during a refueling mission near 
Phoenix. A KC-135 Stratotanker, assigned to 
the Arizona Air National Guard, 161st Fueling 
Wing, refueled six F-35s. During a refueling 
mission, the boom operator extends the boom 
to make contact with the aircraft and, once in 
contact, fuel is pumped through the boom to 
the aircraft. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Brooke Moeder)

BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS LEALA MARQUEZ
56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
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then review aircraft forms and clear any 
discrepancies. The production superin-
tendent will perform a forms review and a 
walk around of the aircraft, (prior to) re-
leasing it for flight.”

Recently, all the cohesion and cooper-
ation between these units came together 
during the “Panther Beast” 63rd Fighter 
Squadron competition.

Competing pilots flew 50 miles to ac-
quire and destroy six to 12 targets over a 

45-minute period in hopes of becoming 
the winners of “Panther Beast,” says Lt. Col. 
Curtis Dougherty, 63rd Fighter Squadron 
commander.

“After landing, the tape review will reveal 
the truth, and we’ll celebrate the victors at a 
fighter squadron and aircraft maintenance 
unit awards ceremony,” Dougherty says.

Airmen from multiple units worked to-
gether to build the munitions used, maintain 
the aircraft and fly the jets. Dougherty says it 
was their cooperation that made the compe-
tition possible.

“The work started weeks before weapons 
hit targets,” he says. “Our AMU has been hard 
at work loading aircraft with external pylons 
that we’ve never flown with before at Luke. 
Ammo has spent countless hours building 
more weapons than we’ve ever dropped in 
this squadron’s history. The pilots have spent 
that time planning: determining which tar-
gets and attacks will challenge the squadron’s 
instructors and ensuring everyone has the 
knowledge requisite to succeed. On the day 
of the mission, it all comes together.”

While the competition is a special event, 
maintenance, ammo and pilots work togeth-
er to perform these tasks frequently. Dough-
erty says it’s this synergy that allows the Air 
Force to be an effective fighting force.

“To succeed, we rely on the world’s finest 
maintenance professionals to care about 
the small details so that all of the critical 
aircraft systems work at their peak capa-
bility and weapons function the way they 
were intended,” he adds. 

“We ask our pilots to prepare and brief 
with diligence to be ready to execute at 
the highest levels. The team environment 
and esprit de corps that extends across 
our aircraft maintenance unit and fighter 
squadron inspires the finest our airmen 
have to offer.” 

AMMO FROM PAGE 24

Three F-35A Lightning IIs, assigned to the 63rd Fighter Squadron at Luke Air Force Base, 
fly in formation during a refueling mission near Phoenix. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Brooke Moeder)
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Gil Felix was active duty in the U.S. 
Army for six years, reaching the 
rank of E-4. His final duty post-
ing was in Upstate New York’s 

Fort Drum, where he remained for several 
years after his discharge.   

He enjoyed New York and living near base 
and his active-duty friends, but the call of 
the desert was too strong for Felix, who grew 
up in the West Valley and attended Cactus 
High School. When it came time to make 
life changes he returned to Arizona, and one 
of his first stops was Glendale Community 
College’s Veteran Services Center.

Longing to be a nurse, Felix was aware of 
GCC’s highly respected nursing program. 

“Robert Cavan in the GCC Veteran Ser-
vices Center eased my transition into GCC 
and the nursing program,” Felix says. “With-
out his guidance and knowledge, I would 
have taken some of the wrong classes, cost-
ing me valuable time and money.

“I didn’t know where to start, and Robert 
showed me the way.”

Taking the first step to enter college after 
serving in the military can be daunting, if 
not terrifying. 

“After leaving the service, I wanted to 
go to college, but I was scared to take the 
first step,” Felix says. “A buddy picked me 
up one day, took me to campus and made 
me enroll.”

Felix now works in the GCC Veteran Ser-
vices Center so he can help other vets take 
the critical first step.

With his job, Felix talks to vets who feel 
the same way he did.

“Most of the veterans I talk to are terrified 
to return to college for the same reasons I 
was,” Felix says.

He was afraid of being too old to go to 
school, and after six years of being told what 
to do he was overwhelmed by making his 
own decisions.

Felix wants to help the community by 
becoming a nurse and encouraging veter-
ans to enroll in college. He is motivated to 
help because he experienced the fears and 
lack of confidence. He also wants veterans 
to understand the benefits they’ve earned 
by serving the United States. He concedes 
that assimilation into civilian life and 
college can be difficult; however, he says 
GCC and the on-campus Veteran Services 
Center are dedicated to serving those who 
served our country.  

Veteran Services Center
Glendale Community College’s 

Main Campus
Building LSA-153

623-845-3362, gccva@gccaz.edu, 
gccaz.edu

8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Thursday;  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday

A Big Step GCC’s Veteran Services Center 
makes the transition to college easier

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI

Gil Felix works in the GCC 
Veteran Services Center so 
he can help other vets take 
the critical first step. (Photo 
courtesy Glendale Community College)
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Craig Jackson jumps at the 
chance to ride in an F16

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI

Craig Jackson is an admitted adren-
aline junkie. 

So when Jackson—the “Jackson” 
in Barrett-Jackson Auction Com-

pany—was asked if he wanted to fly in a F16, 
he jumped at the opportunity. 

The opportunity came about after Bar-
rett-Jackson sold a charity car from Sander-
son Ford, whose CEO, David Kimmerle, is 
on the board of Fighter Country Partnership/
Foundation. 

“It’s one of our favorite charities here at 
Barrett-Jackson,” Jackson says. “He wanted to 
sell a 2018 Ford Mustang Cobra Jet. When we 
sell our charity cars, we don’t take commis-
sion. Whoever buys the car writes the check 
straight to the charity.”

The 50th anniversary Cobra Jet was serial-
ized and the auction went well.

“A couple months later, David Kimmerle 

asked if I would be interested in going up in 
an F16. I said, ‘Are you serious? I’m an adren-
aline junkie. Sign me up.’

“Because of the sacrifice they make, we’re 
always raising money for the military—pres-
ent or veterans. That’s an honor. We make it as 
easy on everybody as we can.”

The day before the flight, Jackson under-
went survival training, including how the 
ejection seat works and what to expect. 

“I was very well prepped for the flight,” he 
says. “I knew what was coming up and I really 
enjoyed it. My main thing was, ‘Don’t throw 
up.’

“He gave me a good ride. He was very con-
scientious about how I was feeling. The first 
time he hit it hard, he said he was going to 
give me a couple Gs. He said, ‘That was a 5 

Adrenaline 
JUNKIE

SEE JACKSON PAGE 32

Barrett-Jackson’s Craig Jackson accepted an invitation to fly in an F16 after working with 
Fighter Country Partnership and Foundation during his auto auction. (Photo courtesy Craig Jackson)
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right there.’ That was more than ‘a couple.’”
Jackson says it gave him insight into the mil-

itary and what pilots and soldiers have to do to 
stay in condition to fly the fighter planes.

“This is all second nature to them,” Jackson 
says. “They’re more worried about their ord-

nances. It’s a lot of pressure. As sophisticated 
as their planes are, there are still humans who 
have to make the call.

“I thoroughly enjoyed it. The pilot told me 
something: The ride was going to hit me hard. 
He wasn’t kidding. I went home and slept for 
three hours. I had to constantly keep myself 
together. I had to stay focused and it wore me 

out. I’m usually full of energy all day long. I 
haven’t taken a nap in ages.”

The trip was the perfect fit for Jackson. 
“I love everything fast,” he says. “I’m going 

to bring my Bugati for the air show and race 
an F16 with it. I do not skydive. Why jump 
out of perfectly good airplanes? I like fast cars 
and boats. I gave up fast motorcycles.” 

JACKSON FROM PAGE 30

Craig Jackson, left, shown here with his 
Luke Air Force Base team, landed safely 
after a tour around the Valley. (Photo courtesy 
Craig Jackson)
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After battling in Vietnam, Joe Brett 
was ready to fly home, but some-
thing about the pilot made him 
reconsider. 

“I was going home, and I switched pilots be-
cause I didn’t want to fly with this particular 
pilot,” Brett says. “The pilot did a stunt on take-
off and killed both him and the guy. I watched 
them both being put into body bags.”

Brett believed it should have been him in 
that accident, and it caused what he calls a 
“moral wound.” Now he wants to share his ex-

perience and help other veterans.
He will lead The Veterans Path Home, a 

four-part series during which he shares his 
experience to help fellow soldiers cope with 
the emotional scars of war. The workshop is 
weekly, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays from 
November 12 to December 3 at the Goodyear 
Library, 14455 W. Van Burn Street, Suite 101.

“There’s new thought about ‘moral wound;’ 
it’s a new term,” Brett says. “We’re just wanting 
to bring the people who come to our classes an 
awareness of what that means, where it came 
from and how veterans and their families, and 
us as a society, can think differently in order to 
get different outcomes for our veterans.”

Brett grew up in Watertown, New York, 
where veterans, primarily from World War II, 
were idolized. 

“I grew up a Baby Boomer, and we were al-
ways in awe of the World War II veteran and 
people who served,” says Brett, 73. “It was just 
something we all knew we were going to do 
at some point in time and so I did. I was in 
ROTC at college.”

He attended St. Bonaventure University 
before he was commissioned at 22. He served 
two years of active duty and then earned a 
master’s in education and administration 
from Winona State University and a master’s 
in public administration degree from Harvard 
Kennedy School with a focus on international 
development.

While he was commissioned with the Army, 
he went to artillery school and became a for-
ward observer. In Vietnam, he directed the 
artillery attacks on the enemy.

“A forward observer is out in the front lines 
with the infantry and he’s calling in this ar-
tillery to support the infantry soldiers,” Brett 
says. “The military has these huge weapons 
that drop big bombs on the enemy.

“That was the hairy part of the mission—put-
ting yourself at risk. When you’re 23 you don’t 
think about it, and it’s kind of what you do.”

Before his stint in the military, Brett saw 
war as black and white: good guys against bad 
guys. He soon realized, however, it isn’t quite 
so. Soldiers can find themselves going against 
their “moral code.”

E V E N T

Vietnam veteran  
holding workshop 
to discuss PTSD

BY OCTAVIO SERRANO

The Hero’s
Journey

Vietnam veteran Joe Brett will host a 
workshop where he will discuss his expe-
rience with the war. He wants to inspire 
other veterans to learn how to overcome 
their “moral wounds.” (Photo by Octavio Serrano)
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“You experience these things that challenge 
your moral fiber,” Brett says. “You do these 
things that you were never going to do. You’re 
there to do good, to support your guys, and all 
of the sudden you’re doing something, or some-
thing happens, that is shocking to your system.”

When he witnessed his colleague die after 
he switched pilots with him, he was shocked.

“I was shattered. That should’ve been me. If 
I hadn’t switched the flights, I would’ve been 
dead,” Brett says.

But Brett says he continued in the war and 
pushed his feelings aside. It wasn’t until he 
returned home from the war that his “moral 
wound” caught up with him. 

“I was having these dreams about being 
zipped in a body bag and I was still alive, and I 
couldn’t let anybody know,” Brett says. “I didn’t 
assume that it was because I saw my colleague 

being bagged up in a body bag.”
Brett turned to alcohol to deal with the 

pain. At the time, posttraumatic stress disor-
der wasn’t a known ailment, and the resources 
weren’t available. Eventually, he got help and 
found the right path home. 

“(My problems) were stewing all the time, 
and I finally came to terms and I got into what 
I’m teaching now,” Brett says. “I got into the 
hero’s journey.”

The Surprise resident says warriors train 
for combat, achieve their purpose and return 
home. The military doesn’t pay attention to 
the return home, and soldiers are often left to 
fend for themselves when they try to adapt to 
civilian life. 

During his workshop, he wants to shed light 
on this problem and the “moral wounds” left 
by war. 

“We’re raising awareness among our citizens 
and among our veterans that there’s a way out, 
that there’s knowledge out there and that peo-
ple are not alone,” he says.

The Veterans Path Home is a way for sol-
diers to discuss and share experiences. Brett 
will talk about his demons in the hopes it will 
help others.

“The way you think about coming home 
and what you think about when you get home 
is going to determine the happiness for the rest 
of your life,” Brett says. 

“You have to engage the instrument of your 
fate. Take the darkest moment of your life and 
face it and you will find fellows along the way 
who can help you unlock that and lead you to 
a better, bigger reality and a more fruitful life. 
That’s the message.” 

Veterans Path Home
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays 

November 12 to December 3
Goodyear Library, 

14455 W. Van Buren Street, Suite 101
602-652-3000, mcldaz.org

Free, but registration is required

      You experience these things that challenge your moral fiber. 
You do these things that you were never going to do. You’re there 

to do good, to support your guys, and all of the sudden you’re doing 
something, or something happens, that is shocking to your system.”
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K E E P  YO U R  F O R D  A  F O R D .

BREATHE  NEW  LIFE  INTO  YOUR  FORD, 
FROM  THE  INSIDE  OUT.

RECEIVE A $10 REBATE BY MAIL WHEN YOU GET THE WORKS®

(SYNTHETIC BLEND OIL CHANGE, TIRE ROTATION, VEHICLE CHECKUP & MORE) AND ANY MOTORCRAFT® CABIN AIR FILTER.*

Plus ,  e ar n  F o r dPa s s  Rew ar d s™ eve r y  tim e  yo u  ge t  yo u r  ve h i cle  s e r v i ce d  at  yo u r  F o r d  D e ale r s h ip. 
Jo in  to day  at  F o r dPa s sRew ar d s .co m  o r  d ow n lo ad  th e  F o r dPa s s™ ap p.

*See Service Advisor for details.

Northeast corner of
McDowell & Pebble Creek Parkway

623.925.1815 · osbornejewelersinc.com

LONDON BLUE
collection

JUST
2.8 LBS.

Portable Oxygen 
For The Way You 
Want to Live

Includes Everything 
You Need to Regain 
Your Freedom
At just 2.8* lbs, the Inogen One G4 is the 
ultralight portable oxygen concentrator 
you have been waiting for. The Inogen 
One G4 is approximately half the size 
of the Inogen One G3.
Meets FAA Requirements for Travel

REQUEST YOUR FREE INFO KIT TODAY!

*With a single battery. © 2019 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

CALL TODAY! 1-844-201-2758
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GOLF
SUN CITY west

GOLF
SUN CITY westGOLF

SUN CITY west

GOLF
SUN CITY west

GOLF
SUN CITY west

 
 

TWO Players - $30

TWO Players - $30

GOLF.SUNCITYWEST.COM

Seven golf courses – 
Seven days in a week,

coincidence…  
I think not!

PLAY 18 HOLES ON WEEKENDS
FOR $50 FOR REGULATION

AND $45 FOR EXECUTIVE COURSES.
CART FEE IS $12/PLAYER EXTRA.

ALL COURSES ARE IN GREAT SHAPE.
RANGE BALLS ARE $2/30 BALLS

TEE TIMES CAN BE MADE 4 DAYS IN ADVANCELocations
PEBBLEBROOK

18836 N. 128TH AVE.
623-544-6010

TRAIL RIDGE
21021 N. 151ST AVE.

623-544-6015

GRANDVIEW
14260 MEEKER BLVD.

623-544-6013

ECHO MESA
20349 ECHO MESA DR.

623-544-6014

DESERT TRAILS
22525 N. EXECUTIVE WAY

623-544-6017

DEER VALLEY
13975 DEER VALLEY RD.

623-544-6016

STARDUST
12702 W STARDUST BLVD.

623-544-6012

SIGNUP for our PUBLIC 
PLAYER GOLF CARD

and you’ll be entered into a drawing 
for a weekend round of golf for 

you and 3 friends

Empowering Diasabled American Veterans to lead  
fuller lives with the aid of Service Dogs

Arizona State
Tax Credit

Make your donation online or by mail
www.Dogs4Vets.org

American Service Animal Society P.O. Box 13525, Chandler, AZ 85248

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Email 

$400 Credit
Single or Head 
of Household

$800 Credit
Married, Filing Jointly

Please mail my receipt to:

COMFORT 
SUITES
GLENDALE

•  HDTVs, Refrigerator, Microwave, 
Coffee Maker, Hair Dryer, Iron/ 
Board & Sofa Sleeper in ALL 
rooms

•  24 Hour Business Center, Fitness 
Center 
and Marketplace

• Heated Outdoor Pool and SPA
• Laundry facility
• Over 4,000 Square Feet of  
Meeting/Banquet Space
•  Less than 2 miles from Westgate 

City Center, State Farm Stadium 
Area,Tanger Outlet Mall

• Pet Friendly
• Just 7 Miles from Luke AFB

Government 
Rates

Available

9824 W. Camelback Rd. Glendale, AZ 85305 • www.comfortsuites.com/hotel/az296

623-271-9005

NEWLY RENOVATED!!

FREE BREAKFAST, SHUTTLE & INTERNET

Insist on Auto Service that is…  
Guaranteed Nationwide 

 12 Months or 12,000 Miles
13127 W. Glendale Ave.

Next to Pizza Hut • SW Corner of Dysart & Glendale

(623) 536-9974

  
 

COYOTE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

www.CoyoteTire.com
M-F 7:30-6:00, Sat 7:30-2:00

The Card For Your Car
*6 MONTHS, NO INTEREST

See Store for Complete Details.

 

LUBE, OIL & FILTER BRAKE SERVICE

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL OFFER

$3999 $50OFF

$30OFF

Most cars & light trucks. With coupon.
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 1/2/20

Most cars and light trucks. With coupon 
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 1/2/20

Most cars and light trucks. With coupon 
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 1/2/20

Must present coupon.Does not apply to other specials. 
Max value $50. Expires 1/2/20

+FREE TIRE ROTATION
& BRAKE INSPECTION
Up To 5Qts Premium Oil, Oil
Filter & Chassis Lube (If Applicable)

PER AXLE 
see dealer for details

FRONT END ALIGNMENT
With Purchase of  
2 or More Tires

FOR NON-SCHEDULED  
MAINTENANCE SERVICE

Maximum discount $50

COYOTE

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Insist on Auto Service that is...
Guaranteed Nationwide 

12 Months or 12,000 Miles

FREE
Shuttle
Service

• Air Conditioning/Service Repair
• Batteries  and Electrical System
• Brake Service
• Computerized Diagnostics
• Radiators  
• Scheduled Maintenance

• Factory Maintenance
• Engine Service
• CV and Drive Axles
• Transmission Service
• Suspension, Shocks & Struts
• And Much More!

Services We Offer:

M-F 7:30-6:00, Sat 7:30-2:00

25% 
OFF
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Powered by passion
and purpose

We are in awe of 
your service to 
others. Thank you.

To schedule a blood donation
appointment, call
877-258-4825 (877-25-VITAL)
or vist us at vitalant.org

E V E N T

When veteran Kathleen Laurier and her sister, Barbara 
Klinedinst, founded VA Maternity Outreach for Moms 
in Phoenix, they realized the gifts they gave new moms 
were the only unused items they had for themselves 

and their newborns. 
The women will speak during the Jewish War Veterans Post 619’s 

baby shower to benefit new moms at Sun Lakes Country Club at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday, November 17. It is open to the public, and refreshments 
and snacks—coffee, bagels and pastries—will be served. 

Guests are asked to bring new and unwrapped gifts. Suggested items for baby gifts include baby clothes up to 12 months; baby care 
items such as thermometers, hairbrushes and nail clippers; dis-
posable diapers; bath towels and bathing supplies; bottles and 
bottle brushes; blankets and children’s books. 

Gifts for moms (also new) can include shampoo, conditioner, 
lotion, combs and brushes, flip flops, slipper socks, nursing sup-
plies, candles and bath poufs.

Veteran moms will not attend the event. Gifts will be given 
to Laurier and Klinedinst for the MOMS gifting program. Their 
gifting program has been so successful that it has spread to other 
states and Puerto Rico. The two women also created a program to 
follow female veterans throughout their pregnancy and after de-
livery. This tracking program is now a national VA requirement. 

JWV Post 619 members participate in philanthropic activities 
to help Jewish and non-Jewish veterans in Arizona. 

Members do not need to be veterans or Jewish. The Post donates 
about $34,000 per year to help local Arizona veterans through a va-
riety of programs. During the past 25 years, JWV Post 619 has held 
parties at the veterans homes and hospitals, served refreshments at 
VA clinics, supported Fisher House in Tucson, refurbished rooms 
at the Arizona State Veteran Home, and sold poppies at supermar-
kets to support injured and homeless vets. 

They’ve also supported veterans who’ve returned from the 
Middle East with significant problems and purchased a van and 
bicycles to assist veterans with transportation to the VA Hospital.

Post membership is open to veterans and nonveterans. The Post 
meets at 9:30 a.m. the third Sunday of every month in the Sun Lakes 
Country Club, Mirror Room.  Meetings feature speakers focused on 
supporting veterans. For more information, contact Cmdr. Robert 
Brooks at 480-688-1827 or email linbob72@wbhsi.net.  

Lending 
a Hand

Baby shower to support  
female soldiers and veterans

BY SUSAN KERESKY

Veteran Kathleen Laurier and her sister, Barbara Klinedinst, founded 
VA Maternity Outreach for Moms in Phoenix. (Submitted photo)



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019  |  Sound of Freedom     39

We are seeking:
• Women between the ages of 21-37

•  Love being pregnant and have had uncomplicated pregnancies 
 with no more than 2 C-Sections

• No illegal drug use and minimal alcohol use

• No smoking whatsoever

• Height and Weight within normal range

• You do not carry your own genetic child

• Compensation packages start at $40,000

GESTATIONAL SURROGATES NEEDED!

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE....   BE A PART OF A MIRACLE!
The rewards are more than financial. 

Help couples become parents and create a family.

Learn more at....  

www.3sisterssurrogacy.com 
or@3sisterssurrogacy on 

FACEBOOK    •    602-524-7799

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
• Transition Services (Active Duty to Civilian)

- Mandatory Separation\Retirement\Preseperation Counseling
- Mandatory 5 Day Department of Labor TAP Employment Workshop
- Employment Assistance
- SBA quarterly Boots to Business Workshop
- Higher Education Training
- Resume Writing and Federal Employment Workshops

• Discovery Center
- Resources for relocation, transition, employment, housing, schools, and more!

•  AMVETS
– Provides medical records screening and assistance with VA disability claims

• Personal Development Information & Resources
- Like us on Facebook: Luke A&FRC

• Military & Family Life Counselor Assistance
• Financial Counseling Education
• Relocation & Sponsorship Services
• School Liaison Officer

- Addresses educational issues involving
  military children and youth in the
  local school community

AIRMAN & FAMILY READINESS CENTER

*Limited Services for DoD Civilians and their families

MILITARY MEMBERS, DOD CIVILIANS*, RESERVE, GUARD,
MILITARY RETIREES & ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS

Annual Career Fair • January 22, 2020

Monthly 
Dept. of LaborTAP EmploymentWorkshop

Contact us for further information: (623) 856-6550
Email: 56fss.fsfr@luke.af.mil

7282 N. 137th Ave. Bldg.1113 Luke AFB, AZ. 85309
“We’re never the wrong place to go!”
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E V E N T

Joshua Strickland sat down at his house 
and thought about his time with the 
U.S. Army. The missions in Kandahar 
City, Afghanistan, and the camaraderie 
between he and his fellow soldiers. 

He couldn’t forget his Army buddy, some-
one who, as Strickland says, “lost his battle 
with PTSD.” The lead singer/songwriter for 
The Bayou Bandits, Strickland wrote a song 
called “Kandahar,” set to appear on the Val-
ley band’s self-titled debut album due out in 
November. 

“Whether you’re a veteran or soldier or 

not, this still resonates,” Strickland says 
solemnly. “Everyone can relate to that sen-
timent of losing someone close to them or 
someone who’s dealing with depression.”

“Kandahar” includes the line: “Most of us, 
we made it home/but we never came back.”

“After I wrote it, I knew what I was trying 
to say, but when I sang it and people heard 
it, the message was conveyed perfectly,” he 
says. “Someone recorded it at an open mic 
night, where I was just hanging out. When 
they posted it on YouTube, it’s since been 
viewed 3,000 times.”

But before it officially hits the streets, 
Strickland did his due diligence. He ran it by 
the soldier’s family and his fellow soldiers. 

“I called all the members of my old team I 
was with in Afghanistan,” Strickland says. “I 
wanted their input on it. It’s such a close-to-
home subject. I didn’t want them to think I 
was trying to exploit the tragedy. 

“I got his wife’s blessing, too. The first copy 
goes to her. It’s a common occurrence with a 
lot of soldiers and service members coming 
home from the war. There aren’t a lot of re-
sources out there to get the help they need.”

Not everything on “The Bayou Bandits” is 
down key, though. The band has already re-
leased the single “Take Me Back,” which has 
received airplay locally. Then there’s “Kiss 
My Dixie …”

“That was a song we wrote for some of our 
critics,” Strickland says with a laugh. “I’m 
a straightforward type of dude. That was a 
song about my upbringing. I’m a true Lou-
isiana man.”

The album crisscrosses genres, with some 
songs taking listeners back to the swamp-
lands of Louisiana, while others delve into 
Southern rock. 

Strickland balanced his day job as a regis-
tered nurse with the recording sessions. 

“I’d get off work at 6:30 p.m. and go 
straight to the studio and stay there until 
10,” he says. “Then I’d go back to work at 6 
a.m. It was horrible. It was worth it, though. 

“Having that single out for a while, it was 
building up anxiety from fans asking when 
were we going to release a record. That was 
really our next step as a band. It’s one thing 
to play covers and make a lot of money do-
ing it, but it’s a completely different sense of 
euphoria whenever we get to play our own 
music in front of people.

“The first time I heard the final mix of 
the songs, my first thought was, ‘That’s sexy. 
That’s the real job right there. Those are my 
words.’ It’s cool to see it brought to life.”

The Bayou Bandits have made a name for 
itself already through its cover shows, but 
now Strickland and his bandmates—Jeremy 
Madig, Paul Williams and Jason Pataska—
really have something to wrap their instru-
ments around. 

“People are interested in what I have to 
say,” Strickland says. “They want to hear 
the message I’m conveying. It’s not just me 

Bayou Bandits sing-
er Joshua Strickland 
sees himself as a 
soldier first, then 
a musician. (Photo 
courtesy Blushing Cactus 
Photography)

The Bayou Bandits’  
Joshua Strickland remembers 
late soldier on album 

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI 

A New 
Mission

SEE BAYOU BANDITS PAGE 42
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Youngtown proudly supports Luke Air Force Base and our 
brave aviators who put themselves in harm’s way while 
protecting our freedoms. Fulfi llment of their mission is 

critical to our region, the state and the nation.

YOUNGTOWNAZ.ORG

� LET FREEDOM RING �

 

DISTRIBUTION CENTER
6031 BUCKEYE

PROUD TO 
SUPPORT LUKE 
AIR FORCE BASE
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covering someone else’s songs. Don’t get me 
wrong. We love doing it. We made a lot of 
money doing it. But it’s not the same. 

“We put our thoughts, our feelings and 
our emotions in these songs.”

That especially applies with “Kandahar.”
“We went through everything together,” 

he says. “We ran missions every single day 
and every single night together. We were 
closer than brothers. He came back and fell 
on hard times. When you lose hope, you lose 
everything. He wasn’t able to get the help he 
needs, unfortunately, and couldn’t see an-
other way out. He left behind a wife and four 
kids. At least, mentally, he’s at peace.” 

Bayou Bandits Record Release  
Party w/Haley Green, DL Marble  

and The Real Fakes
7:30 p.m. Thursday, November 14
Valley Bar, 130 N. Central Avenue,  

Phoenix
Tickets are $10

valleybarphx.com

BAYOU BANDITS FROM PAGE 40

E V E N T

®

When using a Realtor Partner of Wings For Warriors or Financial 
Services Partner for a home purchase, you are eligible to receive 
$300-$1,250 after closing and a donation up to $1,250 will be 
made in your name to Wings For Warriors.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR LOAN, GIVE BACK TO WARRIORS.
Call or Text:

623-321-2780
www.bravehomes.com

NEW HOME REWARDS FOR MILITARY!
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The city of Surprise invites you to 
visit a new outdoor garden and 
reflection space in honor of late 
Surprise resident and combat 

wounded veteran Brian Mancini. 
The space pays tribute to Mancini 
and his legacy of helping fellow 
veterans by telling his story and 
providing a place for veterans to 
reflect, find healing and feel the 
community’s deep appreciation 
for their service and sacrifice.

Surprise Community Park 
(west of the fishing lake) 

15953 N. Bullard Avenue 
Surprise, AZ

**OPENS NOVEMBER 11, 2019**  
www.surpriseaz.gov/VRC

14783 W. Grand Avenue
Surprise, AZ 8S374 

Call Hampton Inn & Suites

623-537-9122

• Clean comfortable rooms or studio suites
• Refrigerator and microwave in all rooms
• Free hot breakfast every morning
• Complimentary high speed Internet access
• Fitness Center                 • Pets Welcome
• Meeting/Function space available

www.facebook.com/ Hampton InnSuitesPHXSurprise

303

101

101

US60/Grand Ave.

US60/Grand Ave.Litchfield
 Rd

.

Bell Rd.

NorthernLUKE 
AFB

N

BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring 
Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline 
phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. GENERAL:
For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit 
history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. 
Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide 
and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon 
Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. 
Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm veri� cation. Prices subject to change. 
Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance 
company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not re� ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-19-
001104, AR-CMPY.0001725 AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, 
FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of 
Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, 
MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 95091, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247,
NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 
3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: 
AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-
BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/
ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002790, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 
46240 ©2017 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q419

1-833-986-0324
WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind
  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime
 Quickly connect to fi re and emergency response
  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Monitored by ADT®

the #1 home security 
company in the U.S.

Save Now On
Home Security

 24/7 Monitored Home Security

PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE
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E V E N T

Artist and Mesa Arts Center teacher Agustin Vargas feels the 
venue’s Arts in Service program can do a great deal of good 
for the veterans who take its classes.

“I think this is an opportunity for some of them to have 
something in their lives, to have some happiness,” explains Vargas, who 
heads the drawing, painting and printmaking department. “Sometimes 
they are depressed, and they can put all this sadness or depression in a 
piece of art or something to pull their mind out of the regular daily en-
vironment.”

Launched just two years ago, the program provides a variety of free 
arts classes to U.S. Armed Forces veterans and service members who 
present a DD214 or veteran-designated driver’s license.

Now, Northeast Mesa residents and artists Susan Paige and husband 
Lt. Col. Barry Rosenblatt are planning “Luminescence,” an exhibit to 
honor the work Vargas and lead metal sculpture instructor Matt Smith 
have done with veterans.

The free exhibit at downtown Mesa’s OneOhOne art gallery will show-
case the works of Vargas and Smith, beginning with an opening recep-
tion from noon to 7 p.m. Saturday, December 7. The exhibit will remain 
on display from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays for the 
remainder of December. The public is invited.

According to Paige, who along with her husband has studio space at the 
OneOhOne gallery, Smith will create a large installation as a centerpiece 
to the exhibit, with the surrounding walls adorned by Vargas’ artwork.

The idea came from Paige’s and Rosenblatt’s past experiences learn-
ing from the two teachers. Rosenblatt has taken classes taught by Smith; 
Paige took painting classes from Vargas, albeit separate from Mesa Arts 
Center’s Arts in Service program. Though she calls her husband—a 
stroke survivor and retired veteran with 20 years of service—a positive 
person, Paige says the classes have brightened his life.

“We just wanted to give back (to Vargas and Smith) because they put 
so much effort and they’re so kind and patient with all the veterans,” 
Paige says. “That was the inspiration—to honor them for all they do for 
the community.”

Though Vargas admits he was hesitant to participate in the exhibition 
when first asked by Paige—because he likes to be selective of where he 
displays his works—he ultimately gave in due to the importance he feels 
his work with veterans holds.

“To see these guys completely happy and proud, that’s amazing. It’s 

a great, great experience,” Vargas says of instructing veterans, many of 
whom he says enroll in his classes with zero painting experience.

Launched just two years ago, the Arts in Service program is supported 
by The Boeing Company, the Arizona Department of Veteran Services 
and the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community.

“We knew that there is a significant military population in Arizona, 
and our longtime partner The Boeing Company in Arizona shared with 
us that one of their priorities was to serve veterans and support programs 
that assist with veterans and service members reintegrating post-service,” 
explains Laura Wilde, studios manager and program leader.

“Mesa Arts Center created Arts in Service to address this need and 
support the population, as arts classes can provide an opportunity to 
build work-related skills, stress-relief benefits and social connection. … 
The more we learned through the program, the more we realized the 
critical value of arts experiences and programs like this to service mem-
bers and their families.”

Vargas and Smith are just two of many teachers who support the pro-
gram at the Mesa Arts Center. The fall season is already underway with 
subjects including belly dance, beadmaking, ceramics, printmaking, 
photography and more. Sessions vary in length. Vargas is not teaching 
any Arts in Service courses this season; Smith is teaching welding.

At the end of each season, the Mesa Arts Center holds a celebratory 
exhibit featuring Arts in Service participants’ work. The next one will be 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, December 19, in the arts center’s drawing and 
painting studios.

“Every time we finish the session of these classes, we collect all the art 
and we organize this big exhibition for all the students. It’s really, really 
nice,” Vargas says. “They really love it. They are waiting during the season 
to finish and have all their work ready to be exhibited. They feel so proud 
to be there.”

For more information about the Mesa Arts Center’s Arts in Service 
program, visit mesaartscenter.com/artsinservice. For more information 
about OneOhOne, visit oneohone101.com. For more information about 
“Luminescence,” email susanpaigeomc@yahoo.com. 

Arts in 
Service

Mesa residents to honor art teachers 
for work with veterans

BY CONNOR DZIAWURA Mesa Arts Center’s Arts in Service program features a variety of free 
classes targeted at veterans, including belly dance, beadmaking, ce-
ramics, printmaking and photography. In December, Northeast Mesa 
residents Susan Paige and husband Lt. Col. Barry Rosenblatt will 
honor two of the teachers—Agustin Vargas and Matt Smith—with 
an exhibit to showcase their works. (Photo courtesy Mesa Arts Center)
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I N  C LO S I N G

Atlanta Falcons visit 
Luke Air Force Base

(Photos by U.S. Air Force photographer Airman 1st Class Leala Marquez and 
the Atlanta Falcons)

While in town to battle the Arizona Cardinals, 
the Atlanta Falcons visited Luke Air Force 
Base to show their appreciation for the mil-

itary. On their day off, the team learned about parachute 
packing and participated in simulations. They also held a 
meet and greet for airmen and their families. Grady Jarrett, Atlanta Falcons defen-

sive tackle, experiences a parachute 
simulator at the Aircrew Flight Equip-
ment facility.

Danny Etling experiments with 
equipment at Luke AFB.

Grady Jarrett and Kenjon Barner 
meet and greet with Luke AFB 
families. 

Kenjon Barner, Atlanta Falcons running 
back, signs memorabilia during a tour 
of the 56th Operations Support Squad-
ron Aircrew Flight Equipment’s facility.

Kenjon Barner, Grady Jarrett and 
Sharrod Neasman get to know what 
it’s like at Luke AFB. 

Danny Etling, Atlanta Falcons quarterback, converses 
with fans during a team meet and greet at the Bryant 
Fitness Center.

Matt Bryant, Jacob Tuioti-Mariner, Josh Harris, Grady 
Jarrett, Christian Blake, Sharrod Neasman, Tyeler Davison, 
Kenjon Barner, Jamon Brown, Brandon Powell, Danny 
Etline, Wes Schweitzer and Sean Halow. 

Tech. Sgt. Christopher Dorr, 56th Operations Support 
Squadron Aircrew Flight Equipment lead trainer, discusses 
the capabilities of the F-35A Lightning II to members of 
the Atlanta Falcons during their visit to the AFE facility.

Josh Harris signs autographs 
for fans.

Tyeler Davison greets the military 
at Luke AFB. 

Danny Etling 
tests out 
the soldier’s 
equipment. 
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MOVE-IN READY HOMES WITH INCENTIVES

MOVE-IN READY  
HOMES WITH INCENTIVES

CachetAtTheWigwam.com 
623.385.0129

14200 W. Village Parkway,  
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340

Corner of Litchfield Road &  
Village Parkway

Square footage and dimensions are estimated and may vary in actual construction. Floor plans and elevations are artist’s conception and 
are not intended to show specifi c detailing. Floor plans are the property of Cachet Homes and its affi liates. For further information, please 
see Sales Associate. All sales are subject to buyers receipt and review of a Arizona Subdivision Public Report. *See Sales Associate for incen-
tive information. Prices, features, floor plans, elevations and incentives subject to change without notice.

AMENITY AREA  
INCLUDING

• Single Family from $360s
• Townhomes from $340s
• Condos from $270s

• Heated Pool and Spa
• Exercise Room
• Outdoor Kitchen &  
   Entertainment area

• All with two-car garages

Purchase includes a Cachet Elite Social Membership to the Wigwam Resort*

Cachet
H O M E S

B U I L D I N G   R E L A T I O N S H I P S

SERVICE DIRECTORY

ADVERTISE 
TODAY 
623-535-8439

*FREE SECOND OPINIONS
*EMERGENCY SERVICE
*ALL MAKES & MODELS

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

ROC#313262
“World Class Service - Hometown Feel”

**FREE QUOTES ON NEW EQUIPMENT**
“FINANCING AVAILABLE”

www.airNOWac.com
623-932-1674

REPAIR • SERVICE • UPGRADE

A+

...into this!

Turn this

TAKE 20% OFF YOUR WORKSHOP 
using coupon code: BBSURPRISE20

boardandbrush.com/surprise

AZ’S
BEST
ROOFING

Your leaks stop here!

New Roofs, Repairs, Coatings, Flat Roof,
Hot Mopping & Patching, 

& Total Rubber Roof Systems

623-522-9322

FREE ESTIMATES
& MONSOON SPECIALS
SAME DAY SERVICE

30 Years Experience
References Available

Licensed   Bonded   Insured   ROC 286561

Buckeye 
Plumbing

623-386-0710

• Water Treatment Specialists
• Residential & Commercial
• Water Heaters
• Slab Leaks

Licensed • Bonded • Insured ROC Lic #138051
www.1buckeyeplumbing.com

Sr & Military 
Discount

FREE Water Heater Flush
with Service call. Valley Wide Service

Veteran Owned

BIANKA’S CLEANING SERVICE

602-680-0421

15 Years Experience
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly

One Time Cleanup • Move In/ Move Out
20% Discount for Veterans 

& Their Families
Call Bianka Ruiz

References Available

ASK HOW TO GET
THE AMAZING

iPhone® 11
ON US WHEN YOU
SWITCH TO AT&T

Skip the line and get your new phone today! Call now.

844-469-4540
Contact sales rep for details.
© 2019 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T and the Globe logo are registered 
trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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We have the BEST SELECTION
and BEST PRICES $268

QueenPanel Bed

Oasis Flagstone 2 Piece Sofa Chaise Sectional $928 (0C1-8011-2PC)
Cocktail Table $128 (T136-8) • End Table $88 (T136-2) • 30” Table Lamp^ $65 (107-1517-22) • 8’ x 10’ Area Rug $168 (163-AP5594-81)

$928
Sofa Chaise

Sectional 

AFW.com

While Supplies Last
^Available in Store Only

FINANCING AVAILABLE
® 

Cambeck Queen Panel Bed $268 ( ) • Includes Headboard 
Footboard and Rails (Mattress and comforter set not included) • King Panel Bed $338
Dresser $248 • 5-Drawer Chest $248 • Nightstand $138 Mirror $68 
Not Shown: Narrow Chest $199

GILBERT, AZ (480) 500-4121  
202 Santan Freeway & S. Power Rd.

4700 S. Power Rd., Gilbert, AZ 85296

GLENDALE, AZ (602) 422-8800
101 & Cardinals Way across from State Farm Stadium

5801 N. 99th Ave., Glendale, AZ 85305

Available in Beige

Lively Eurotop
Mattress (LIV-50M)

Twin Mattress $258/Set $348
Twin XL Mattress $298/Set $398
Full Mattress $328/Set $448
Queen Mattress $368/Set $498
King Mattress $568/Set $768

Queen
Mattress

$368

• 815 Pocketed Coils
• DualCool Technology
• Lumbar Support Gel

Memory Foam


